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Robert Michael Coulter, son of Mr.
and Mrs. L. Coulter of Grande
Prairie, recently graduated In Ar-
chitectural Technology from the
Northern Alberta Institute of
Technology. He Is employed with

the City of Grande prairie.

The Daily Herald-Tribune

Kenneth Archibald Coulter, son of
Mr. and Mrs. L. Coulter of Grande
Prairie, recently graduated from
the University of Alberta Faculty
of Business with a Bachelor of

Commerce.
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Service group helps
needy eyes in Sri Lanka

By Herald-Tribune staff

The picture is getting clearer

for the people of Sri Lanka,

And it’s thanks in part to the
¢fforts of Grande Pramwie eve-
lass wearers.

For the past three yvears the
Lions and Lioness
Grande Praivie have been send.
ing lenses and frames Lo the
war-ravished country.

"We've sent about G000 pirs
of glasses,” said Lioness Donna
Coulter

She and husband Lyvnne col-
lect Lhe glasses on behall of the
Grande Prairie clubs and store
Lthem in their garage until
there's enough to ship over

In Sri Lanka the glazses fall
imto the hands of Lion Dovantha
Fernandi.

“We'd seen pictures of the
travelling eve clinics in S
Lanka bul it's alwavs nice (o gl
assurance from the people
i 1l.r||l.1'r=1'r.
Coulter kaid anv pair of glas-
spn can e used beenuse ics the
frames that are expensive oand
not Lthe lenses

While attending the T41h
annual Lions Clubs  Interni-
tional Convention in Brizhane,
Australia, in June, the Coulters
renewed their Trendszhip with
Fernando and wile Avernl

The couples first met in Den
ver, Uolorado, at the PSS con-
vention where the eveglass pro-
jecl was sugpested Lo

Coulters

Clubs of

“We'd seen pictures of 4
the travelling eye clinics
in Sri Lanka but it's
always nice to get assur-
ance from the people
themselves.”

- Lioness Donna (Coulter

NTE

“Ple asked us i we'd callect
lasses lor the needy prople of
S Lanka and it tnok oft from
there,”

The annual convention usu
ally draews over U000 members
(eom 70 countres.

The Coullers also took the
|:-i||'||'-':'l_l:,r|ll_'-. Lip W=l ||'|'|:|'
exchange student Natasha Kel-

|_'l. il II."r'|'||ll'|;_;I|:I|_ Mo =outh
Wales, Austealia,
The Cirande Proreie Lions

Clubs will aeeept donations of
sl eveglisses with or wilboul
lenses. Contiaet the Conlierd
(H:32-3027 or any Lion or Liee
pess membaer o more imforma-
WIS
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Lorwe Webber o

doesn t stog kim

Sl photo by Tony Sesh

Lorne Webber, 14, may have limited
vision, but he hasn't limited his goals.
Webber wolks down a Grande Proirie
street Saturday with the aid of his cane.

TONY SESKUS
Herald-Tribune stoff

orne Webber is an impressive kid

He plays praso, ges pood grades, s (ke the wind and reads
m:wtluns he can gee his hands on, He's also determined to learn
French and this week he'll ey honeback icking for the it time

Lorme Wibber is alio blind.

“I don't see myself as special. [ see myself a0 just erying o do the
best | can.” says Weebber, 14. “I dont see myself as brave. 'm just
uyng,”

Wbber wasa't borm blind, bur with long cyeballs. The
ocular oddity made him very near-sighted and strained
his retinas, the pare of the cye dhat sends messages 10 the

brain,

Despite the probler, Webber never thovghe hed lose kis sight, He was
a sports fanatic and loved warching hockey 1l devoured books and
studied pizna.

Whar | ned in 1992 came withost waming.

When Webber turned 10, the retina mn hus Jeft eve detached. A series of
operations faded to save it and the eye wene blind,

Ir: 1993, the night retina detached. This time STV Wil IR0 UG
cessful and, thanks 1o a series of treatments, Wibber can sl see some
colces and images.

*Ir’s like looking through a kalesdascope, but without the sharp edpes
Everything is blurry,” the Wembley resident explains

Webber has had 19 surgenies on his eyes

“Thar sounds like a lot, but you get used 10 #.” be says with 2 dight
smile

Whike Webber has mied to take everything i stride, things havent
been easy. Hee says & was hard wo gve up playing sports. He likes his
friendds, but regrees not bang able 10 do cverything they da

*1 try to be as much as a friend as | can be, bur [ just cantt do every-
thing, they can,” he says. “I miss the things | used w do.”

But whar Webber can do s ssill impressive. Not happy situng ar home,
the Grade 9 student at Helen I Taylor school in Wembley smply wont
back down from a challenge

“You never fail until you fail to try,” he says.

For instance. WESher dovnhill skic. Indaally, guides helped br sking
alongside him, but now he goes it alone

“I st have someonse follow me 1o vell. Troe”,”™ he jokes. “Tr feels just
wonderful”

He continues to play prano, studics braille and excels as school. He
foves science and is goosd at math, He gess As in boch

“Tve got 2 bo of suppore from my famely, my fends and my wsor, Fve
also spoken to a couple of other reenagen like me and thae helps a lor. les
nice to know you're not alone,”

Wbber has gained the respecr of many peopks in recens rm

“He 1 onc of the most mspining peopk 1ve ever mex 'l}n:n'
savs. Coulset s 3 member of the Grande Prairic Lioas Club

The Lions, whose chariry work focuses on people wath blindness, gave
Webber's school $999 ro purchase equapment m help him. In rerum
Webber had 1 make presentations to both the Lions and his chass

“He was wonderful. This young boy will do fine,” Coulter adds

The Daily Herald-Tribune
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Grande Praurlans soaking up the heat

SCOTT SEYMOUR
Herold-Tribune stoff

Swan City residents have discovered the
perfect way to beat the heat this summer
e soak it -

Accoeding 10 Lynng Couleer,
supervisor at the cify’s Water treatment
plane, Grande Prainans esublished what is
likely a recond for waser consumpeion in 2
single day bist week

Last Thunday, almest 19 million lieres
of water were pumped into the city from
the reatment plane, 3 good four 1o five
million litres above the average for 2 warm
surnmier cay.

“That was likely the highest consump-
tion day that | can remember, ever,” sad
Coultes, who's worked at the plant for 18
years. “1 expect there were more people
watering their lawns and | also expect
there was the odd sprinkler runed on with
kids running through it. Wouldn't you do
that if you were a linde kid**

Besides hot weather, Coulter figures
consumption has increased with the ciry's

population boom.

In the seven days leading up to lax

Thuesday’s watershed day, an average of

16.25 million litres was swished into
Grande Praitie cach day,
So where does all this water come from?
The city gets its water from a pump

Last Thursday, almost
19 million litres of water
were into the
thrgahoatyaemar 04

nt, a fo
rnilllon litres above the
average for @ worm
summer

house on the Wapits River,

From these, it’s piped imo the treatment
plant on the dty’s south side and then on
to the thousads of taps, gadon hoses and
water fountses,

So faur, the river hasnt had any vouble
keeping up, even though its been fairdy dry
this summer, at least conpared to other
years. Acconding to the Agiculrure Cana-
da research sution in Banerlodge, a linde
more than 24 millimetrs of precipiaton
fell on the Ceande Praiic area list month,

Thar’s 40 millimetres wnder the region’s
80-year average and almost 90 mallimetres
shy of wha fell on th: area in July of
1997

Going by past hisvory, August could be
even drce Abour 58 millimetres fell on
the Grande Prinic ares he Auguse, abow
three milliextres over the long-verm aver

apr
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Sl photo by Scon Seymour
Erin Austin, 13, ond her 11-year-old sister Deanne washed their mom and dod’s cor Wednesday at their south side home. With
temperatures over 30 Celsius yesterday, it didn’t toke long for the cor — and the car washers — fo dry out.



City’s water consumptlon close to capacity

LAURA TESTER
Herald-Tribune staff

Grande Prairie residents are lapping it up by the
buckess.

We just cantt get enough of water as the area experi-
ences a strerch of scorching temperatures, And with
Thursday’s high of 31.1 caly opping the record
high of 31.7 C, the garden hoses and sprinklers were
out in k

Lynn¢ Col
cratons \IIP('T\I\I)I.
paciry.

“We're very close to being at the maximum ability to
our current ability to deliver,” he said Thursday.

“The weak link is the pipeline from the river which
delivers about 22 million litres of water per day to the
plant here. The limiting factor is the amount of water
we can push through that pipeline in a day.”

On Wednesday, the consumption level reached 21.9
million litres

But there’s no need to worry just vet. Conlted siys
they have other water storage facilities in case the water
demand skyrockers.

“We can hold our own if there are no technical or
mechanical problems,” Cotlied wid. “Bu if there are,

ity of Grande Prairie treatment op-
avs the city is raching its water ca-

Stofl photo by Randy Vanderveen

Water from a sprinkler provides refreshment to o
thirsty lawn in Crystal Heights. This homeowner
took udvanbge of the cooler temperatures in the
morning to provide his lawn with much-needed
water. Area residents shouldn't be watering in the
heat of the day as the suns rays coming through
the water droplets can actually damage grass in
addition to evaporation occurring rapidly.
then we get behind.”

Any major fires in the area could pur the squeeze on

The Daily Herald-Tribune
Grande Prairie, Alberta, Canada e Fri, Aug 6, 1999Page 3

water availability as well, Last year, for instance, forest
fires in the region gave the Grande Prairie water plant
some problems.

“They kept knocking the power out,” he said.

“The big thing would be a major mechanical failure
or a forest fire but we'll cross that bridge when we come
woit”

Any possibility of water rationing would be city

council’s decision, Coulte? said.

Coultel who's worked at the plant for the last 15
years, recalled back to 1982 when a fl ushed  ar
through the water plant mnmrl\ locat Fthe

W.:pm River.

“We had several days of water rationing and some
other extreme measures,” he said.

l)unng another year, people were asked to restricr wa-
tering lawns on certain days of the week. Coultef advis-
es people now o water their lawns and gardens late at
night instead of during the midday.

That suggestion will bz a good one to abide by over
the next few days.

W ather forecasters are predicting it will stay sunny

¢ with femperaties mdm 28C S8 bmud.n'

25 nday, arid Z m
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Feeling the pressure

Ever-imereasing charitable demands on service elubs make for difficalt decisions’
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Lions Learning Centre cashing in on grants

DEB GUERETTE
Herald-Tribune staff

With construction well under way,
new grants are bringing the Lion’s
Learning Centre closer and closer to
completion.

Set to house the Pregnant Teen
program, the Bridge Network, the
Council for Lifelong Learning and
the local Lions Club itself. two
grants just received from provincial
programs are boosting the project
towards its $3.2 million fund-raising
goal, project secretary Donna Coul-
ter said.

The Learning Centre last week re-
ceived $125.000 from a provincial
Community Facility Enhancement
program.

That funding will be used for con-
struction costs, while a $20,000 grant
from the Wild Rose Foundation an-
nounced Wedngsday will help fur-
nish the building, Coulter said.

“It’s going very well. The building
is up, the roof is on. We're very
proud of this project, It's going to be
completed.” Coulter said.

If all goes as scheduled. the 1.800-
square-metre ([9.375-square-foot)
centre should be finished in Novem-
ber, she said,

Three years in the making, the
four partners involved have raised
about two-thirds of the $3.2 million
needed and are continuing to seek
grants, approach businesses, organi-
zations and individuals for dona-
tions, she said,

“We encourage the community (o
support the project, it's going to be
available for them if they need it.”
Coulter said.

The three education program
partners have all outgrown the rent-
ed spuace they presently operate out
of, she said.

The Grande Prairic Public School

District, the city and county of

Grande Prairic and MD of Green-
view have all been strong supporters
of the new centre, Coulter said.

Alberta Infrastructure provided
$1.4 million as the centre will house
recognized education programs, she
said.

“There was a lot of planning, a lot

The Daily Herald-Tribune
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o

Brendan Dow (foreground) gets some roofing material ready to hoist over

rafters at the Lions Learning Centre. With construction well under way proj-

ect organizers are looking forward to the building’s completion by November.

Staff photo by Deb Guerette

The Lions Learning Centre is just
est of the Dave Barr Arena.

of work behind this and it is coming
to fruition now,” she said.



Learning
Centre

doors swing

open today

DEB GUERETTE
Hemld-Trbune yiaf

A number of city
el icatiomisl progeanms
wekooming students back 1o
schoss] opemed thelr doors
in B new home fodiay

After a speedy nime-
ol h consruction project,
the Grande Praine Lions
Clah's new Learnang
Cenlire 18 S0
secretary Dan
HIT

There s still some
fintshing work lelt 1o do on
the | AKRsguAre-metre
i 19375 square-Tood ) facility
west of the Dave Barr
Apena. but “ws of Monday,
cvervore is open for
husiness,” Caulled sad.

“$We have smme ll:lnp 5]
da wet. bt they ane jusi
siiall ikisgs and the
lnmlscaping has Lo wail
uminl sprang.” she swid.

The Leamming Centre
prowides 3 new home for
the Lionis | hemselves, s
will us the Grande Prosric
Comnel (o7 Life Lomg
Lesrning. Lhe Bridge
Network, the Socety for
Pregonant and Parenting
[cens. the Reading Nei-
wink, the Morthwest
Repoail Learning Consor-
tium and a language
deve lopmment program for
preschonlers,

Coulter

“Is been pretty basy
over there, everyone s
irsing Lo get ready for next
week,” said Friday.

While organizations
have taken up all of the
ceslre’s program space, the
facility does have meeting
rooms agd o kitchen and
lounge arca that is aval-
able for commumity groups
10 rend for events, she suad,

The construction project
g0t off 10 & rather show start
n Apnil due to bad weather
and the centre was sup-
poned 10 be opened in
December.

But, organizers are
pleased at how well the
buikling did come together,
Gd said,

“1t wis not a very nice
wpring, but, besidea that,
everyihing went really
pretty well,™ she said,

The centre hosted its
first paid function Friday.

The City of Grande
Prarie rental was for a
retirement banguet for her
hushand Lynne, who is the
aly's waler treatment
operations supervisor and
also the Lions project
chairman for the Learning
Centre.

The $3.5 million centre
has been a project the
Lions Club has been
workmg on for the past
four years, Coultet said.

A grand opening is set
for Feb. 6.

The Bridge Network and
Pregnant Teen outreach
programs have been
housed in o smaller reated
space in the city ever since
their former location, the
old Montrose sehool, wan
tora down in 1999,
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e

Lion’s Learning Centre

s pus...

whic/e

Just like the Peace
ountry sky thar beams
'!||--.||?l.|'| the skvlit rosof ol
: lnhby, che new Lion's
arming Lentre seems

erwdless

Filled w

Aot
lomwe vor the Briclge

Metwork, the Reading
Memwaork, Socery hor

I 1
1 ton Pregnant and

144 lll!!_: IL'l.'rl.\. L;:Jl'.l.ll.'
arie Councl Fe
felong Leaming.
Mosrhwest Regronal
Learning Consortiem and
smande Praine Publi
Sch Dlistrict’s 're
ol Linguage
Drevebopment progrum, as
will & the Grande Praine
Lions Chabs, the centre is
the result of a unigue

partnership berween
private and paiblic
ST I 2Al s

| vears in the
naking. the Linn's
Learning Centre is
fTuestiament o wl'l.“ an
e o lod of hard work
amd L-.--u|:u'|..u:i|:|r..
I-Id.' I"I\.'IL';.'. I'E"-_',JI:I FRY

liscission berween the
Crranade Prairie Lions Clih
ind the Grande Praine
School Districe #2357 m
lusok o a larger facility
that could pot only
accommadate the local
service clab, bur also
provide space for other
learning programs

“When we were
approached bor this ic
really seemed like a good

fir. It pagead fr,” smiled
Donng Coulrer. secretary
for the AT

Centre Project

Ar the time, the Grande
Prairic Lions Club, which
has been
serving the city
snce 1957,
owned the
Lion's Hillcres
Centre. Their
mestings were
held im che
baserment and
thie Conl Asd
Socieny was
thiear upstains
tenant. As the
chubs programs
Fﬂ'“’ it I'h.'\. ame
obvious @ Iar'-;n,r
home was
needed,

lnvolved
with the H-Ildgi'
Memwork for a
number of years,
baoth in assisting in the
I"rll'.&l ir|1.1 #.idllltlll':'. a.ll:l
with a memher SETTIELE
thie advisory commirtee,
thie Lions were a natural
groap for GPPSD o
parcner wich in a new
program being offiered by
Alberta Infeastrucere.

“The anagram for Lisns
i Liberry, Invelligence,
Cur Nanon's Safery,” noces
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Coulier

kearning you dont hawe
those rhln_u;'- I'he project
really inc OF [sIF atexd the
values thar are important
1o o mecmibers.”

It was in March of 2001

that an agreement on the
current Praine Road sie

A volunieer for the Pregnant Teen Society, Kim
Valkyrie Foster in the sockety’s new home a1 the Lion's Leaming Centre,

st west of Dave Barr
arena wils |I'J|.!|\.'|J ||||-i| |.I|
wlea of a |l|n.|!n.'-pl.|.|1|I|.
partnership really gor
r-r||i|1|.;. “The Privare-
Public Parenership is a
program in which non
profie of ganeations and
the: private sector or the
panhlic seero, can work
togethet to provide
fagilivies for learning in

IF vou dont leave

communities where no
such lacilities exis o1 ane
accessible,” explained
Coulrer,

Through the program
Alberta Infrastrsctisre
provided 514 million aof
the vostal cose of the $3.5
million projec.

Waorkun Garpick
Architecs and Associates
wete selecred as the
archicecrural consulant
and b November of 2001
Bird Management had
womn the bid as
comatuction II1.1II.-|:_-|1;E I|I.|-I
the centre,

Comstruction on the

1800 square metre facility

hegan in the spring of

Hartman, rocks young

20002 aned by this pas
Chie
LLETRESH
heauribul new |1||1|-.|i||_-;:
“The wanderful dhing
about this whole p

as thee peurimers

FINORE IRECE rh:

that everyone got along so

well threughour,” sail

Cooleet. “1 chink it was
DAL

wis I.I oL

YuHLC
in
SRS ‘!li.l'll_'. l'i"h.'
wanied this 1o be
a place for the
kids and the adule
learmers as well -
wr want rI'II e
feel chat it & their
II I||.|.‘.' g

The partnces
in the project
hawe dove @ loo of
fund-ramsing over
the past couple of
years and will
conginue to do

doube char it wall

—_
Wl off i five

wears,” stated
Coulies,

For the next five years,
Lo |.\'arr||l||; Centre 15
v ed l':-_g.' the Grande
Prainie Lions and .11|.'i|1g|
thar time Grande Prairie
Public Schoal Diszrict
#2357 will be responsible
for the operating costs of
the facility. while the Lions
wall be :l.'\|:-|1n~.i|1|1; Tt the
motigage, At the end of
five years, the Lions will
wwrn aver full ownership of
the Centre o the Grande
Prainie Pulbslic Sclood
iserict and ghe faciliny

will continue o e named
Linms Learning Cenrre.

As all the parners arc
novw settled ino the new
bunldimg Coulter said it's
amazing 1o step back and
sew what has been
acenmphished. “Ag our first
board mecting in carly
January as our Lions
members sat around the

I Illl.' AN OUEF Aew

.:ll.'u.rl‘lltlll-l'lll wr .|-HI
J||'|.||'J.I. Jll-\.l '\.I||I. Fll,'r. W
did this!™ because thene
were times when we
thoughr this would never
happen.” she chackled.
Chur members, oo
partners in the projecy and
our coimmuniey have been
just marvelows and i really
is 2 legacy.

For Coulter the
wondrous thing abour the
Lions 1 |.'.r||inll; Centre &
the amaunt of spporcuniry
for bearming chiat ic
provides for those pre-
school age right up to

i,

“The “IILIEL Meeworl
has owver 500 students from
junior to senior high. This
s a safe and wonder ful
F||:u_-.' o thioie kicks ({8
bearn.” she said

Forr the Pre B hani anel
|:'l|rl.'l'-lil1|5 Teem Society, the
new building offers a
bright funure as welh, Wit
a playroom area, cnb
room, fenced in
playground. resource
cenire & kitchen Facilities
the program offers voung
mesthers amd fbwers the
aheills ||u:.' will meed s
murtune and raise thenr
lincke ones,
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GP Transit rates going up

$2 cost for a single-ride ticket still considered a prclt\ good deal by city

KEVIN CRUSH
Herad Troune suff

Be prepured (o pay more 10 take
the bus unless vou Bave a pass

Gramde Praine Transit is mcreming
ity fares 10 $2 Sor all single-ride tick
ctx. Its 1kt hundle packnges will
so be on the rise. but the price of
monthly passes will stay the same,

Fares cursently are §1.50 for adelts,
S125 for stedeaes, and $0.75 for see
wors and childrea

If city courcil approves the
changes, it will be the first tme snce
1995 that Lhe bus system has driven
up 1= Tales,

“We haven had a fare increase for
1) years now since 1995 and we're
yust kind of cateleng up with other
tramsit systees that are charging 2
cosh.” sand st coordinator Karen
Dustin

The cost shouldnt worry peopk
100 much. she il

“Let’s say vour cur doesn stan on
2 cold winter moming. Two dollars,
that'’s not bad. 11 Jess than a cab.

Diflerent nuses (or semors, studens
and ¢hildren for single-ride tickes
will ako be a thing of the past, lumg-
ng all riders o the same 52 per ride
rate, Discoants will still apply if the
persan 18 purchasing ticket bundies or
e,

Ald Helen Rice doosn’t belicve the
ristes will be %00 aneroas on people,
but she can soe semors being upset
that specind riges for them will dsap-
pear.

I think senlors are very, very
aware and theyre very concerned
about nsing prices. and | think it's

“For people who just
use the bus occusionally
we have o kot of people
who just put = a toonie
anyways because that’s
what they have so thats
what they put in” said
Bustin,

Increasing the raes »
OK for such a good
transt systg . bus
o o] ot

“The buses run mce,
regularty, they're denn
and comlorable. With
my route il tukes me
hall a block from my
house,” sald Coultes,
whose only complaing
was the bus service

A Grande Prairie Transit bus wilts near the Towne Centre Mall as it picks up

passengers, Patrons of the service wil be paying a flat $2 fee for one time transit
rides, although monthly pass rates wil remain the same.

something we'll have b se-tink. ™

Kuds age 12 or under will he able to
nde free F they e acompeaicd by a
paying adult, up o aaxmum of
four kads

That shoukd Keep omts &
voung famihes, smd Mayor
Aying

“That'’s a sgmificant imgms

wn lor
Wavne

on peo-
ple who have vourg iméics whao
COMmmunity
and Keep thelr transporlaiion cOss
very low.”

Hiking raves for tickes bul not for
paasses s sepposed 1O ¢ncuumge more
peopk to use the passos rather than
ichets

"What we're seemg s thit we're
really rewarding peopk boe tiking the

need o gl around om

The Daily Herald-Tribune
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bus on a daily bass. Taking the bus
bocps your transporialion osss very
low.” said Asling

Changing 1o passes will ssve people
momey. saxd Rice,

“It wall become even moee impor-
ant for people if they are regular
wsers of transit 1o gel themsclves
pases becnuse that’s wiene
ngs will really oocur,™

Besitn wasan t sure how many ixles
on buses arc tken by people holding
moathly pusses but estimated that
mre than halfl of all riders currently
e the passes,

115 mot expectd that riclership bex
¢ls will change much with the fare in-
creases, especielly as many people
pav $2 right now amyway

e sy

S prore 1y RSondy Vanderveen

doesn't go far enough
north

I don't have a prob.
lem with the increase
Our city s growing, the bus service
has mereased. it now goes out to
places where it dsdn 1"

Junior high student Kim Witham
disagreed. ssving the buses loday al
ready cost oo much for her and ber
Inends

It just 1akes so much money 10
tuke it every dax.” said Witham,

“1find they ve gone up a tithe ba, 1
don take it s much becouse 1l just
conls o Jot Even ol my [rends have
been complisning.”

Caty council sl has 1o appeove the
new transil rates bt they 're genenily
cosdered 1o be o done deal a5 the
Changes were previously approved in
Ihe budget
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Fire up those cameras, film festival open to all

Diana RinNe/Encore!

get creative for the Grande Prairie Lions Club's first annual film festi-

val. ‘I have no idea what we'll get. We're just trying to get a buzz
going and get people out and shake off those winter blues," says Dave
Watson of the Lions Club.

Watson has been thinking about the project for some time and brought it to

the club as a possible fundraising idea
“It was always on my back burner. Then | got
into the Lions Club and it was my bingo cop-
out,” he laughs, adding "“It was to get a fund
raiser going but also to get something going
that we could start for the community — try to
generate
something
that could get
the public
involved.”
The Lions
are hoping
that is exact-
ly what will
5 happen and
: J/ have come up
and Dave Watson of With seven cat-
Prairie Lions Club. egories to give
people a variety
of options when shooting their films. They include drama, comedy, music,
commercial/advertising/promotion. social commentary/documentary, anima-
tion and Alberta History. The films must be in DVD or VHS format with a maxi-
mum run time of 10 minutes for each entry.

“So many people get camcorders and bring it out at the odd birthday party,
the odd Christmas thing, and then it sits there. | thought if we could approach
the public and say 'It's your turn to dust off the camcorder and become an
Oliver Stone or a Scorcese' and get that creativity geing,” says Watson.

The deadline for entries to the festival is March 11, 2005 with a cost of $10

per video. Once all the films have come in, the Lions will go through them and
whittle them down for a panel of celebrity judges to watch. The judges will
then choose the top entry for each category.

Those winning entries will be shown at the It's Your Turn Film Festival, on
Saturday, April 9 at the Lions-keaming Centre. “The audience will chose the
overall winner,” says Donnf the Lions Club. She adds they hope to
make the evening a special-and entertaining night for everyone.

The seven category winners and the grand prize will all receive trophies, as
well as some other prizes. “We're working really hard at getting some good
prizes, " he says, “Stuff to make it really worthwhile.”

Watson is really hoping Grande Prairie will latch on to this project and have
some fun with it.

F iimmakers of all types are being invited to grab their camcorders and

Penny Vi
the Gra

“That’s the fun thing about this — the creativity is unlimited. That's what I'm
hoping it will do is spark that in people,” he smiles, adding, “We're really hop-
ing that the school system will take advantage of this.”

Both Watson and Coulter note the festival is open to everyone. “Hopefully it
will give an opportunity for up and coming people who are interested in film a
venue to show their stuff,” says Watson. *I'm hoping we get people from right
across the spectrum.”

For more information, or entry forms for the Grande Prairie Lions first annual
It's Your Turn Film Festival, contact Dave Watson at 2 or by email at
dwatson@gppsd.ab.ca, or call Donna Coulter at 532-3027.

David d P R

Photographer John P a new atdnnuvdo?:&l\ru(?ulmre
Cmm,l::v:«k. lnltee.pingwit:the 100th anniversary of Alberta, show features a
b il o

of | s that no exist. Davidson’s photos also

include a range of landsapgas well as floral studies. rapher says his hobby
hatzugbthimhowtoseelhivghadiﬁumtmnmrmmeﬁoyskeeﬁghis
photos as simple and as natural as possible. The exhibit will be on display until the end of

ry. Photo: Diana Rinne
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Ve A P
. centre), public relations chair-
woman of the Grande Prairie Lions, accepts a
$25,000 donation from the Trumpeter Lions in
support of the Lions Learning Centre.

Donna Coulter, (left) and Lynne Coulter (right) of the Grande Prairie
Lions present $1,000 to Karen Pascut and Sarah Pruckl of the
Grande Prairie Volunteer Services Bureau for the National Volunteer

Week luncheon to be held later this month.

The Daily Herald-Tribune
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Local Lions
recognized
internationally

PETE LUCAROTTI
Herabd-Tribune saff

The Grrande Praine Lions Club is caming intemational recog-
nition for the programs it offers to the local community,

*It’s a project that took us a while 1 get off the ground that’s
cost us $3.5 million to build, but its one we're pretbyprayd of,™
siid Grande Praine Lions Club president Dcm

'The project, which has been providing services io the area
singe February 2003, involves a number of different programs
offered by the club. The Bridge Network i1s an outreach school
operated by the Grande Praine Public School Distnct that al-
lows students who have experienced difficulty with the more tra-
ditional public school system to earn a gquality education. The
service is also provided 1o students in a position to fast track and
finish their schooling carly.

(hher services provided include the Society for Support to
Pregnant & Parenting Teens and the Grande Prairic Council for
Life Long Learning,

Coulter and her husband, Lynne, who serves as club treasurer
and chairman of the Lions Learming Centre project, will leave
June 20 for Bangkok, Thailand, where the winner will be an-
nounced at the Lions Clubs International Convention, June 26,

“Our project will be recognized at one of the plenary sessions.
There should be about 1800 Lions there,” she said.

Even with the services they provide, the Grande Prairie Lions
will be facing some stiff competition. An ltalian Lions Club pro-
viding tood, wells and health care to a Lions Club in Burkina
Faso, with which it's partnered, and a Lions district in Cape
Town, South Africa, that feeds 60,000 people in need in an im-
poverished area devastated by HIVIAIDS were also nominated
for the award.

Regardless of whether the Grande Prairie Lions chapter actu-
ally wins, Coulter is more than happy just to be nominated, To
be singled out amongst Lions Clubs International’s approxi-
mately 45 (00 clubs that span 202 countries s a rare feal,

“You don't even know how many nominations there were, but
0 be selected one of three, even that is quite wonderful for us,”
she said.

The Daily Herald-Tribune
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M REPKA AWARD: Making the commundy a better place

City awards long-t

ime volunteers for efforts

DARRELL WINWOOD
Herale Tnbune

[

One helped bring the past back inwo
focus while tw aded the
vistan of thousands of people, but
all three are responsible for helping
naking Grande Prairie a better com
munit
Lynse and I H[‘.‘ oulter dnd )

honouTeS By el

receive the city

omners han

(S LAY

latest in
W

A

an L
1ctoes
1ka Award
1 former mavor, the
award was created in 1987 to honour
he tireless work of volunteer
significantly contril
mproving the quality of life in Grande
Pradrie

Only a few are honoured each year
and Mavor Dwight Logan said “won
erful people do wonderful things
hese people are three examples

vamed for

who

Al

Like most great volunteers, the
three are all humble saving they dor
do it 10 win awards but like recipients

sfore them. have a h
eorism going back decades

“Grande Prairie, the city and con
munity, & truly utstanding com
nunity . it’s only fair we work 1o have
t continue that wa s ho
shyn described it
arnved in
istory Instructor at the reg
fRe o 1978, His plan was
yoars and then move o

Dt
n Petry

Grande Praine

years, starting in Ponoka where they
farmed before moving to Grande Pra

vl in wihd spead many years & Dosna Couter. honoured for their work with the Lions Club

ard mem e Grande Pra

1t seuin, volunteering numcrous community keeps renewihg it This

hours on ety comemittees and delving is an institution with a social con

foep into the regions history and his  sclence,” he sald, admitting there are  rie in 1980 for work

mplover's hisior

He wrote a detaided history of th
Mlege, published in the
recently sere 1s president of

Centennial History Society tha
reated a
ing Alberna
oIVe

times todivy

when he misses being in
assroom full time
hats where you make the more
direct
\.l‘l
Vher why he started volun-
teering and then continues to do so
Petrvshivn sadd it 1

connection with students,” he

vo-volume series det asked
history in 2005, He's also
vice -Chalrman of the Alberta

v i slmplde an

P vhich reviey It creates networks that potentially
omplaints against print media, and  help you, it keeps you involved in the

erved on the city’s [ibrary boand community and it sire bea ming

I remember belng on the musewn  home and plopping down on the sofa

board when we were struggling and  to watch TV. Its the people factor
28 poor as church mic laughed the bottom line is the people
etryshyn \ O he city
fleserved o s the art museum "

oday. much of Petryshyn’s waork LION’S ROAR
revolves e city’s big For the hushand and wife 'Coultes
gust Insntunions ge. As dean  team, Lynne and Denna have become
f health tudies, synonymous with the city's five Lions
he has dedicat on- Clubs
tunual improveme: Hoth have been involved i the

We heep renew the vice organization for more than 40

The Daily Herald-Tribune

lions Clubs didnt
s0 Lynne

At that time
allow women members
joined the Grande Prairie Lions and
Donna helped create the clty's first
Lioness Club for wormen. which ever
tually became the Trumpeter Lions
Club

When all Lions Club began allowing
he tran

women o few vears later,
ferred to join Evane

But their volunteensm doesnt
stop there. They serve on countless
sher non-profit boards in the city,
worked hundr
des and were heavily involved in the
wilding of the Lions Learning Centre
ong with t 1L sons in Grande Prai
i

They have mravelled the world and
made countless friends through the
Lions intermationally.

|

Is of bingos and bake

detine

18, however

twas in |
made a trip thut would come &
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M”[LLWM'A\)O—L{’]: e T

much of their volunteerisiy
Lions Clubs internationally work
on charity projects that deal with eyve
sight and vision restoration. A trip to
Sri Lanka introduced the couple o
a Lions project that ne | donated
eveglasses to give 1o the g
The couple thought
able round up a few hundred pairs
back in Grande Praine and returned
me with a promise 1o send what
y could hen, with the help
of the lons Clubs, they've col
lected, wrapped and shipped more
than 70,000 pairs In 22 years
I asked him in 1988 (Sei Lankan
arganiaer

nev might be

Shiwe

ther

how many do vou need, he
sand 100,000 so we're getting close
said Lynne with a chuckle

Every tiime you wrap up a pasr vou
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Sunday walk to raise funds for service dogs

Herald Tnbune staff

The Grande Prairie Lions
Club is hosting its fourth
annual Purina Walk for
Dog Guides Sunday, to raise
money to provide canine
assistance to those with dis-
abilities around the country.

“If you've ever been with
someone who has a disability,
whether it be a hearing loss,
or a sight loss, or a mobility
loss - and when you see them
after they have received a dog
and the changes that happen
within their lives...their lives
he( ome so much better,” said

rairie Lion Donna
Coulter.
oney raised goes to

breeding and training dogs
at the foundation's program
headquarters near Guelph,
Ontario. Dogs are trained
to assist six different service
categories including guiding
the visually impaired, per-
sons with physical disabil-
ities, persons with autism,
diabetes, seizures, and hear-
ing impairments.

More than 200 Lions Clubs
around the country will
organize and participate in
the walk to raise pledges to
support the program that
places a dog free of cost.

“The thing we really want
people to understand about
this, the foundation and
what they provide, is there is
no cost at all to someone who
qualifies and is accepted into
the program and we do have
two dogs here in Grande
Prairie,” she said.

Getting one pup ready for
service costs the foundation
approximately $25,000.

Last year, 151 dogs were
placed with a person in need
and $1 million was raised
across the country during
the dog walks.

Every cent raised goes back
into the program.

Registration for the walk
begins Sunday, May 25, at
11:45 a.m. and the 3km walk
starts at the Lions Learning
Centre on 9625 Prairie Road,
atl p.m.

“And the pledge forms will
be there if you want to pick
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them up. There is no mini-
mum pledge, just come and
pledge what you want to,”
said

Anyone is welcome to
join - owning a dog is not a

requirement.

“It's a fun social thing.
We have light refreshments
afterwards for everybody
who walked and children
are more than welcome,” she

said.

“We had kids in strollers,
we even had a cat last year,
in the walk - well she car-
ried the cat most of the way,”

laughed.

The event will run, rain or
shine. For more information
call 780-402-2479.

Laura.Booth@sunmedia.ca
Twitter:@DHTLaura

Riverstone rezone draws detractors

TOM BATEMAN
Herald-Tribune staff

City council approved the
rezoning of a chuck of unde-
veloped land off of 92 Street,
due north of Countryside
North on Tuesday evening.

The land, owned by Riv-
erstone Grande Prairie Inc,
is now classified as small lot
residential, with the excep-
tion of the southwest cor-
ner which is slated as medi-
um-density residential. The
medium-density classifica-
tion allows for four-plexes,
townhouses and four-story
apartment buildings to be
developed.

The changes are in line

with the South East Area
Structure Plan and the River-
stone Outline Plan.

The amendment was not
without objection. Country-
side North residents Martina
Hoddinott and Jerrod Savage
presented several issues they
had with the plan to coun-
cil. They are concerned that
the small, tightly packed lots
will not induce the quality of
development they see fit.

“All over Grande Prairie,
the things that were going up
for multi-family are cheap,
cheap, cheap and that is
ridiculous because some-
body’s got to live there and
call ita home and you know
they're getting crap,” said

Savage.

Hoddinott echoed senti-
ments expressed by Coun.
Kevin Maclean, one of
three councillors who voted
against the amendment.

She said that 33-foot
wide lots, without back-al-
ley access, which an out-
line indicates are planned
for the area, will compound
problems relating to vehicles
being parked on the street.

“It’s off-street parking and
that makes for problems
with street clearing and then
they put up 24-hour notices
and then nothing happens
and people don't get streets
cleared.”

“None of this (develop-

ment) is walking distance to
any amenities within the city
right now, not one bit. Basi-
cally everyone in there is
going to need a vehicle and
everyone in here is going to
drive wherever they need to
go," added Savage.

“Our homes are in a higher
end neighbourhood and it
has a very nice family atmo-
sphere, it has a large park in
the middle, there’s a double
cul-de-sac, everyone has a
garage and a driveway. It's a
very nice neighbourhood. We
just hope that by approving
this zoning, they continue to
make that next development
reflect ours,” said Hoddinott.

tom.bateman@sunmedia.ca
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