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School board votes to go ahead
with new school bus traffic route

By BILL GILBERT
of our staff

The city public schnol board last
night agreed to fully finance the
construetion of a 105 St- 112 Ave.
Iraffic route to ease school bus
congestion 1n the composite high
school 5 5t Joseph's high school
complex in northwest Grande Prairss

The decision was made with much
reservation and most board members
felt the estimated $21.600 project
should not be totally paid for by the
board

The board has been negotiating
wilh the city for some weeks in an
allempt to persuade the city to build
anil pay for the road which will get
sehonl buses out of the school parking
lins

The city, in ils propesition, agreed
Monday to lend the 321600 to the
school board for construetion of the
road, at a rate of mine per cent in
lerest. It is to be paid back in five
payments over a five year period or
sooner if the board wants

Council also agreed 1o he e p0n-
sible for the upkeep of the road

The hoard voted 41 in favor of
building the road which is expected to
be started within the week

The one dissenter, John Wiebe, held
firm to his stand that the sehool board
was not the onlv body responsible for

the building of the road

Other  members considered the
board was not completely responsible
and should have received help from
the city and other school boards, but
voted in favor of pay:ng for the road
because of the urgency of the
situation

Ty re told by Board member
Bl Leslie fwho headed the commitlee
wh fled negotiations with the

city, that if the road was not built
within two weeks it would have to he
forgotten until next vear,

He urged construction of the road
“hefore somebody  gels  seriously
mjured up there,™

Mr. Wiebe said he did not see how it
was the board's problem

“If the eity doesnt see a problem
why dowe see a problem? ™ he asked,

‘It seems to me they (lhe city ) are
abandoning their responsibilities,” a
hoard memhber siad,

“If the land is public reserve why
should it be the total responsibility of
the zchool board?' another member
asked.

Mrs, Eleanor Townend suggested
the board go ahead with construction
Tl I»:w'l[a ||£-5z=11i;l1i!1||: with the city.

Mr. lLeslie said he was afraid the
city wouldn't lend the money to the
board until negotiations were closed
amd when asked [ the door to
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negotiations was completely closed.
replied. “If it isn't 1 could harely see
the crack.”

He said he was afraid the school
koard had “been had” and stated it
was his personal opinion that “city
council had a sucker on the end of the
line."

He said he doubted whether the city
which says 1t cannot afford to build
the road within this year’s budget.
waould nt have to borrow the money
to lend to the school hoard but
probably had it in its surplus

Mr. [Leslid said he had some
reservations about paving for the
road hecause il would be the total
ruspumlhill‘l}- of the public school
board. He suggested the city, county
and separate schools had respon
sibilities in the road

City Commissioner John Miedema
was reluctant to go along with the
praject even to the extent of repairs Lo
the road, he said,

““The cily seems to have the concept
lhat a road is not warranted unless it
benefits the whole community,” Mr
[Leslig said

“What road does”" Mrs. Townend
said.

Mr, Leslie suggested the roadway
could be used as a sporting area when
it was nol occupied by buses but
another member said that the eity
expected the road 1o be open to the
public

Mr. [Leslid replied that if the school
board paid for it it would be for school
use and the public could use it only
when the school was ool

‘I think it 1s wilthin our capabilities
o pav for it without |eopardizing

sthident activities,” he said

superintendent of public schools
Derek Taylor would not comment on
the separate school board payving part
ol the cost and said he did not think
the county should ke asked to pay for
city roads

I'hey are econtributing to  the
problemn but 1 do not see why they
should be asked to pay for roads in the
city,” he said.

I'ne traffic congestion in the area of
lhe wo schools became a problem
when the county complained to the
school board about the congestion
around the schools and the unzafe
buses and about 1,300 students
congregated in the area at the same
time

The complaint was followed by one
from the city and then parents of
students and residents in the area
bezan to phone the school board about
the unsafe conditions.

The road presently planned was
part of the original school plan and it
was given approvel by the city, the
board noted,

“But apparently that approval did
nol include paying for it,”" one board
member remarked,

“We have many precedents in
education but we don't want 1o sel a
precedent in road building,”™ said Mr.
Taylor

The eity had proposed that the
hoard use a road design which would
include a loop at the end of 106 St
behind the two sehools but Mr. Leslie
said the school board did not go for
that idea because it would involve too
much reorganizalion of classes within
the seheals
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The elected trustees of the Grande Prairie public school board were sworn in at a brief
ceremony prior fo yesterday’s regular board meeting. Gord Pearcy (left) takes his

‘s‘u'“(’ ’([( ‘CS oath from Provincial Cour! Judge Thomas Janakas. He was joined by other trustees
. Elinor Townend, Bill Lesli¢, Eric Jerrard and Dave Gibson. The separate school board

trustees took their cathof office at their Monday meeting.

Same faces returned to public school board

hairman of board for the  trustees. Last night, trustees  Jerrard, curniculum - Elhinor

- the «
Famihar faces were an- ning PIXVLS 11 nend : d \
« the VEaring-in - 19771570 scehnel term saw B were appointed 1o head the Fownend and Gord Pearcs
vaived I I Ay s Trustees elected once ggan ' mit with an assistant  building—Er e o |
eremony Jast night at the " RBill Leshig clected chairman and  committees w anoassistant wilding—Eric Jerrard and
meeting of the “board  of B AT e " Eric Jerrard vice-chairma to help They are as follows Dave Gibsor site  plan
oy { the Grande Prarie I Pearcy, Dave Finances—Gord Pearcy and  ning— the entire board, haisor
Lrustees « e Gran i Y d Erice Jerrard g : 2 vment At ba Dave Gibson and
Sehool District, with the same SIX  commitlees ure Bill Lesiid;  employment  com ee—Dave Gibson and
S | hy the rustees of perated by the board of  relations  Billlkeslig and Eric  Elliner Townend

trustees (rom last year retur Election
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Public schools face fire regulation costs

Ii) DEBBIE GUSTAFSON
of our staff

‘Meeting fire regulations in
city schools could cost the
Grande Prairie public school
board between $25,000 and
- board chairman Bill

7 neeting last night, the
sthool board reviewed ex-
tensive renovations required
by the new regulations in-
cluding possibly vacating the
music facility (old Central

Park school) near Montrose
junior high school

The board decided to
proceed with minor
renovations to meet the stan-
dards, but decided to hold off
on major work until it receives
an order from the fire protec-
tion branch of the Alberta
Labor department

“The fire department has
not been all that consistent
with what it requests,” said
Mr [Ceshid. “*We want to wait
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for some firm regulations so
we can get some accurate cost
estimates torequest funding.

“We are hopeful the govern-
ment will come up with some
of the money we need."”

Mr. remarked at the
meeting that he had *‘just
about had it with the continued
changes in the regulations™.

He explained the
regulations seem to change
each year, costing the board
more and more money.

“We are as interested as

anybody in the safety of the
buildings,” he said. “Bul
there comes a time when we
have to consider educating the
students.

Mr. [Leslid added, ‘“Our
schools are not fire traps by
any means and it is certainly
not our intent to defy the
regulations."

It is expected that orders for
the regulations will be issued
by February of next year

Buildings and maintenance
supervisor Max Lorenz repor-

ted the district is still trying to
meet the regulations set last
year. The main changes not
yet made are at Montrose
junior high school, where
smoke and heat detectors are
still needed

Mr. Lorenz said the devices
were ordered in July, but due
to a high demand for them sin-
ce the recent provincial
regulations were passed, the
detectors have not yet
arrived
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Fire regulators
‘carried away’

There may be just a little too
much zeal going into en-
forcement of fire regulations
in Grande Prairie public
schools, according to public
seheol; board chairman Bill
Leslie.
—*We may just be getling a
bit carried away,” he said
yesterday.

While he said he was not
criticizing the local fire
department for recom-
mending more than $136,000 in
repairs to meet safely stan-
dards, he questioned whether
the fire regulations are en-
forced as strictly in other
parts of the province.

“What is good for us should
most certainly be good for
other areas too,” said Mr.
Lesliée, noting it appears some
other districts in the province
are not being hit quite as hard
by the regulations.

The Daily Herald-Tribune

The report for Grande
Prairie schools calls for such
measures as installation of
solid core doors and wired

glass.
Mr. Leslié said those
measures may not be

necessary because schools
cah be emptied very quickly
at the sound of an alarm. He
also pointed out Alberta has
an excellent record of fire
safety inschools.

There are aboul 70
recommendations in the fire
report, covering all six schools
in the district. The report is
now being reviewed by the
provincial fire com-
muissioner's office.

Funding from the Depart-
ment of Educatnon through the
Building Quality Restoration
Program will pay 80 per cent
of the cost of the recom-
mendations.
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City students may have to be juggled around to fit

By NEIL WHALEY
of our staff

Grande Prairie ppbtie—sghool
board chairman Bllsaid
yesterday the districtmmayjuggle

city student populations around
until it can see whether Grande
Prairie will continue to boom.
Meanwhile, schools superin-
tendent Derek Taylor told a school
board meeting he is concerned with

the high number of Grade 1
students which can be expected
next year.

Mr. Leslié said planning for
construction of another school may
be necessary in 18 months if growth
continues as it has been. For now,
it may be best to differently divide
grades taught at schools — perhaps
Grades 1 to 5 in an elementary
school or Grades 9 to 12 at the
Composite high school according to
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available space. Divisions now are
Grades 1 - 6 elementary, Grades 7 -
9 junior high and Grades 10 - 12
senior high.

“We should have a better in-
dication which way the city is going
to go before we start building,” he
said.

Mr. Taylor gives figures showing
the level to which schools are filled.
The superintendent estimated the
percentage varied from 69 per cent

at Montrose to 110 per cent at
Parkside. Parkside is estimated at
more than full because the district
is borrowing a wing from the city’s
parks and recreation department.

The percentages are calculated
by comparing a school’s capacity,
estimated by Alberta’s Education
department, with enrolment
figures.

The average for all schools is 85
per cent and Mr. Taylor said

schools are considered full when
they reach 90 or 95 per cent.

Avondale, Hillside, Swanavon
and Parkside are above 90 per cent
andtlhe Composite high is at 82 per
cen

A breakdown of this year's
enrolment figures show elemen-
tary school populations have in-
creased, junior high numbers have
declined and senior high figures
have remained steady.

There are 300 children in Kin-
dergarten. Students starting Grade
1 this year number 280, even
though there were only 230 kin-
dergar!en students last year.

City schools need a net increase
of 200 students to reach % per cent
capacity and 600 students to reach
100 per cent.

Keith Wagner, assistant schools
superintendent, said elementary

schools are already too crowded.
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Leslie

Continuity 1s required on the
Grande Prairie public school
hoard to carry on projects

tarted in the school distriet,
hoard chairman Bill
said today

“1 beheve that this board
has achieved a great deal,” he
said in a press release. 1 also
believe that continuity and
cxperience are valuable
mgredients of thal success,
this 1s why I am seeking re-
slection

School trustee elections are
part of Grande Prairie's civic
elections Oct 15

[ have some unfinished
husiness to complete,” the 16
vear-veteran school trustee
said

Mr. [Ceshid. 51,

has been

chairman of the board for
eight years.

“The last three years
represents a period of time of
which we can all be proud.
Parents, students, teachers,
administrators, and board
members — we have all
worked together toward an
excellence in education that
we have set as our standard’’,
Mr. [Ceshié said

Mr. said all have
worked together to upgrade
the programs and facilities of
the district, introduced a five -
year curriculum plan and
committed the board to an
extensive evaluation and
assessment program to en
sure that quality education is
being offered. Also the board
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has overseen the introduction
of learning resource rooms to
serve students with
deficiencies in basic skill
areas, as well as introducing
daily physical education into
the schools.

The board has increased its
efforts to meel the needs of
“special” children through
the QUEST, special education
and SOAR programs. He said
the school disirict is a
provincially recognized leader
in these fields

“Over the next three years
we will be extending our
programs to include computer
literacy and technology and
the introduction of French into
elementary schools, Mr
said, “We will continue

still has things to do

to assess and strengthen the
“three R's" in our elementary
and junior high schools. We

will  continue to look at
alternative  approaches to
education along with our

studies of the (Grade) 1 - 9
concept introduced at
Alexander Forbes school'.

Mr. Leslid said the board
still faces questions related to
excess hgh school classroom
space and limited junior and
elementary classroom space
plus  changing community
housing patterns.

He said the board shall
continue to explore with

Alberta Education Lthe
possibility of removing junior
high students from the

downtown area
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GP gets special
centre for children

By ELAINE DOGHERTY
of our staff

Construction of a new Child
Development Centre in
Grande Prairie, expected to
cost in the neighborhood of
$2.5 million, has been given
the go-ahead by the Alberta
education minister.

Grande Prairie will be the
first city in the province and
possibly the first in Canada
with an up-to-date facility
specifically designed to mest
the needs of muluply-
handicapped students, public

board chairman Bill
Leslielsaid in making the

cement to the board
meeting last night.

“The recent meeting bet-
ween Education Minister
David King and Mr. Taylor
(Grande Pranrie public board
superintendent) and myself
was a very pesitive meeting,"’
Mr. Leshe said. "A lot of
delails have to be worked out
and this must be done
carefully as this centre will be
the showplace of the
province."

As part of the conditions for
the province building the
centre, the school board must
supply the land. A parcel of
land west of 106 St. behind the
Youth Assesment Centre (on
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108 Ave. near the Highway 2
Bypass| has been set aside for
the building, Mr. Leslié said.

“Our first step is to find an
existing school that provides
similar services to what
Grande Prairie hopes 1o
provide.” Mr 1€ said.
Board representatives and an
architect will visit and study
this school.

The board will probably
have to the search out an
American school as none are
known of in Canada, he said.

The second stage involves
blueprints and cost estimates

“Most of the winter will be
used for planning,” said the
board chairman. ‘“We hope
construction will get un
derway next spring.”

The school will be designed
as a regwonal school with
capacity for 50 students

“We (Grande Prairie board
admimstration and Mr. King)
also talked abou! & group
home here to house the out-of-
town students,” Mr. Lesli¢
said, “...it will be arranged
that social services be
responsible for the operation
of the home "

Mr. Taylor told the board
that the school will be set up
for children aged from aboul
three years to 18 or 14

“The minister said there
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was a danger f there was no
agalimit that the school would
be filled with a high per-
centage of long-lerm in-
curable students. It was fell
that alter they were 18 or 14
they are no longer the
responsibility of the Depart-
men! of Education,” said Mr
Tavlor

The  2.790-square-metre
CHL.00-square-foot!  building
IS expected to cosl $2-25
millien, Mr [Leslid said.

The existing Child
Development  Centre s
located in the old family courl
butlding al  10807-101 St
Twenty-five students from the
region attend the facility that
has been in operation for five
YOars

Facilities are inadequate in
the old bullding which lacks
most  of the specialized
cquipment  helpful in
educating these children

“It just isn’t & good facility
for these kids,” Mr Leslid
added.

Mr Leslie said he is sure the
new centre will become &
madel for this fype of school in
the provinee
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Public board has second thoughts

Christian school on hold

By ELAINE DOGHERTY
of our staff

A fact-finding committee will be set
up by the city public school board to
determine if the public wants an alter-
native school in Grande Prame and
what kind of school thatwetd

Board chairman Bi Caid last
night he is hesitant to-sofety pursue a
proposal for an alternate Christian
school — first presented at a meeting
two weeks ago — without looking at
other avenues first,

“1 have some hesitation about going
any further with this now." said Mr.

Leslie. “It's like putting the cart before
the horse.

“I think we should do a little more
water-testing first. I would hate (o only
look at the one proposal that's in front
of us.

“The group (the Grande Prairie
Society for Christian Education) purs-
ing this has an existing school (a Chris-
tian school that operates out of Belhel
Baptist Church) and it may not be the
alternative they are looking for.”

The group working to sel up the
school, headed by teachers Merle
Bradley and Art Poettcker and Chris-
tian Education Society members Jake
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Penner and Gordon Meyers, is in-
lerested in setting up a school with a
philesphy of education that would be
God-centred as opposed to the man-
centred system they see in the present
school system.

The stated aim of the group is to
“egducate the mind, to train the will and
to encourage the talents unigue Lo each
student so as to best prepare the total
person for serviee to God, to the family,
to the church and to the community in
the context of modern society."
that

“l feel that those people

presented the ideas shouldn't influence

us unduly at this point,” Mr. told
the board. “They represent only a

small group of people now.

“I think we should see if the public is
interested in any kind of alternative
school.”

Deputy-superintendent Keith Wagner
said setting up & Christian school or fine
arls school or any kind of alternative
school under the public system would
be inconsistent with the community
schonl concept where the community
becomes the special interest group.

“It's unfortunate we are looking at
this at the same time as we are getling
Hillside set up as a community school,”
board member Betly McArthur said
“It would be nice to give them
(Hillside) a few years to get off their
feet first

Trusteg Gordon Pearcy said the
board's first task should be inform
themselves about the various alter-
native schools in existence.

HOMEWORK FIRST

“We saould do our homework first
betore we involve the community,” Mr,
Pearcy said,

Mr recommended that the
board administration draw up
references for a fact-finding commit-
lee,

“We can become as informed as we
wanl but we have to find out what the
community wants before we get too set
on what we think the community
wants,” he said,

“We have to see what kind of school is
most in demand. The school proposal
that has oeen presented to us seems to
include & significant amount of hible
education.

“The kids would come out of it know-
ing a fair amount about the bible but [
was thinking it would be a school where
Christian principals were taught and it
would be more strict with a high slan-
dard of academic excellence."

Mrs. McArthur said *“'their (Penner,
Poettcker, Meyers and Bradley) pro-
posal is pretty narrow and fundamen-
talist.”

“We'll leave it in the hands of the ad-
mmslrdlnon |hc-n to do some soul-
collecting information,” Mr. (el
sald
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GP in 1958
was ‘comfortable’

By ELAINE DOGHERTY
of our staff

Bill Leslie has more than 25 years of
experience in varied aspects of Grande
Prairie’s business community and 20
years of invelvement with the public
school board.

“In 1958 1 was running Leslie's Car
Court and Leslie's Dairy Drive-Inn
where the Bamboo is now. Then in the
fall of 1958 I began setting up the new
1GA which stood where the Ranch House
is now.

“Grande Prairie was a very comfor-
table place to be in 1958. Everybody knew
everybody and it had a real small-town
atmosphere, It was just very pleasant,”
said Mr. Leslie.

Mr. Leslie and his wife Jean bought a
house near Avondale school just north of
108 Ave.

“When we moved into the house in '57
there were only a half-dozen houses north
of 108, In the spring, water from the
fields would just pour down the street
and into the driveway. There weren't any
drainage systems then,

LOTS OF MUD

“There sure was a lot of mud around in
those days. The main street was paved
but at times you wouldn’t even know it, it
was so covered with mud.”

Mr. Leslie ran the IGA for 12 years
after it opened in the spring of 1959. He
then set up Leslie's Travel which he
operated from 1970-74 and sold real
estate for Blackett and Galway until
1976.

Mr. Leslie became a shareholder in
Roblyn's Travel until 1981 and he now
runs Fairview Travel in Fairview.

“Fun nsed to be visiting our circle of
friends, playing all sorts of games in the
winter and picnicking and taking short
camping trips in the summer.

“The camping wasn't as crowded then
but at's really not bad up here yet
anyway

“We seemed to do a lot more reading
then too. We didn’t have TV then and it
sure wasn't something we needed.”

Mr. Leslie became a trustee on the
public school board 20 years ago and it's
been an important part of his life ever
since.

“I've sure seen tremendous changes in
Grande Prairie schools over the vears,
When 1 started there was Avondale,
Swanavon, Montrose Elementary and
Juidon Thgh, Central Park High and they
were just opening the Grande Prairie

Bill Leslie

Vocational and Technical School that's
now the Comp.

“Since then we've made two additions
to the high school, added to Avondale,
built Parkside, Forbes, put an addition
onto Swanavon, tore down Montrose
Elementary and the old high school.
That's not bad for 20 years."

During his first year as a trustee the
board had a budget of less than §1 million
while the 1982 budget was up in the area
of $14 million.

Speaking with pride, Mr. Leslie said
the hoard has always had the reputation
of beining an innovative school board.

“We've had a lot of good locally-
developed programs, teaching aids and
materials. We've also made a lot of ad-
vances with kids with learning
disabilities and the handicapped.”

The board is currently building a
Kindergarten to Grade § school in-
tegrated with a school for the handicap-
ped that will be one of a kind in Canada.

“This has been a difficult project. A lot
of negotiations went into getting this
school,” he added,

“Working with the school board has
been very important to me and very
satisfying. I've been fortunate to be in-
volved with a district that has received
recognition, It's rveally a credit to the
teachers and to the administration.

“The board just receives the ideas and
I guess we've been receptive.”

The Daily Herald-Tribune
Grande Prairie, Alberta, Canada ® Mon, Feb 28, 1983Page 15



https://www.newspapers.com/paper/the-daily-herald-tribune/27120/
https://www.newspapers.com/paper/the-daily-herald-tribune/27120/

Public school board trustees were sworn into office yesterday
by school superintendent Derek Taylor (left). The victors in last

week's civic election were Gordon Pearcy (second from left),

For 11th year

Etlc Jerrard, Betty McArthur and Tom Zasadny. Mr.
Lesiie was later elected board chairman.

Leslie back as board leader

By BRENDA BROCHU
of our staff

Bill Leslid is back at the helm of the Grande
Prairie public school board as he enters his
19th year on the board and his 11th year as
chairman

He was re-elected to the position last night
by acclamation at the first school board
meeting since the Oct. 17 civie election

Mr. Leslie told reporters he wanted to re
main in the chair for another year to see the
construction of Crystal Park school through
to completion. However, he plans to give up
the chair next [sll

Elected vice-chairman and defeating in-
cumbent Eric Jerrard was 12-year hoard
veteran Gordon Pearcy.

Three trustees will make up the new
finance committee and two of these will be
responsible for collective bargaining. The
committee will be comprised of Mr. Leslie
chairman), Mr. Pearcy and newly-clected
trustee Tom Zasadny

The employee liason committee will be
comprised of Mr. Jerrard (chairman) and
Betty McArthur; the curriculum/pupil per-
sonnel committee of Mrs, MeArthur (chair-
man| and Mr [Leslig: the land, buildings and

transportation committee of Mr. Pearcy
(chairman) and Mr, Zasadny; the external
liason committee of Mrs. McArthur (chair
man) and Mr. Pearcy and the city liason com
mittee of Mr. Leslid (chairman) and Mr
Jerrard

The SCORES (Standing Commiltee On
lecreation and Educational Services
representative will be Mr. Leshe

Mr. Leslie said he has approached newly-
elected Mayor Oscar Blais and suggested a
get-acquainted session for city council
members and the members of the two eity
sehool boards
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Crystal Park school a showpiece among its kin

By DAVID OLINGER
of our stalf

When the $15.3 million Crystal Park school opens
Wednesday in nde Prairie for classes. it will
mark the unveiling of a showpiece among facilities
of its kind

Located at 9351-116 Ave., 1t 1s the only school in
a which will integrate regular and special
needs students on a wide scale

The 114,000 square-foot building will accom
modate 420 kindergarten to Grade 9 studs
year and 80-85 special needs pupils

Public school board chairman Bi
ing force behind the project. sai
modelled after a facility in Modesto, Calif

Members of the board toured that school and nine
others in the western U8 during a fact-tinding mis
sion, The hest points from each were used in the
design of Crystal Park school

One of these details was to build the school four
times bigger than currently needed. Mr. Leslid said
the schools the board toures re all built for twice
their population and are now over capacity
¢, 60 per cent has been aliotted for
1al needs and handicapped students and 40 per
ar students

AL present, though
limit for regular students

school has reached its

LARGE STAFF
Cry Park School will have 74
not including a five-member
which will evaluate all special
Most of the staff for t}
the jurisdietior
such spec

ft members

sment 1eam

school
hile 11 from outsic
lities as speech therapy

A prosthesis technician will also be availa
make adjustments to artificial imbs and ¢
appliances

John Sehoepp has moved from the central otfi
to hecome principal

The school was built with the handicapped popula
tion in mind while at the same time cater o the

y within
ed for

e on The plivense ‘ 1}
5 both  hundicapped wd regulin
ot
fnt I ‘ v school. thery
' - devies for b
apped stindent I |
They |the handicapped have been looking up
people il thei s < the elevaly Banc

tor_them Lo look down over the world.” said Mr
Leshe

In addition to the usual elassrooms and facilities
tor regular students, the school will offer occupa
Lo

therapy. physiotherapy, audiology and
speech pathology, an area for learning gross motor
skills and a home skills area

The home skills area includes a Kitchen, laundry
room, dinirg room and bedroom so students can
learn how to function in those ¢
There are also three swimming pools — a regular
pool, & pool for therapy and a babies pool

Other fealures of the school include special doors
for the handicapped, a wheelchair storage facility
complete with a shower to clean the units, a couple
of time out rooms, observation windows and
greenhouse areas

The courlyard area features henches, numerous
ants and a lountain which tlows into a pool con
taining lish

eus

SPECIAL EQUIPMENT

The cost of the building itself was $13.8 million
but another $1.5 millior speclal equipment was
added

Surrounding the school s a six-acre grassed
playground area. Bevond that is a 16-acre area
which the city and the public board are developing
Features of this area will be a ball diamond and an
outdoor rink

Total cost for that project will be ), 000 and
completion is expected to take place next spring

Aside from all the shiny new facilities and special
equipment, Mr. Leshe said another highlight of
Crystal Park has to be the vih that will take
place on the part of the regular students as they
learn to understand the he ped students
hey will realize that the handicapped students
d the same things to fulfill their growth,” he
said

The pubic |
temporary fac

ne

years

rdon Pearcey said the
rd taking the initiative in
wogramming for the hundicapped

irman (
school is & result of the he

| the pragram out

g which becan
i the nevds of an ever expanding §
The minist N

e lon sma
ran
s mind once he saw

whint the progeam was beang of feved out of  The Kids
wiled him oo 1t nd Mr Pewr

B Bosrd receased approval o go ahesd with th

Crystal Park school has been decorated with several murals by local artists. Original paintings
were done then fransferred by computer onto carpet. The picture was done by Norma Larson,
with lacal children invalved, Fram left in this large mural are Owen Borstad, Jenny Biltek, Moel
Borstad, Nancy Biltek and Jennifer Sherman

chuol five ve 120 and construction bas e g M sl hey lave ha caple visit 1
Ing on since November 10 choal (rem the I el « \ { Al
An offy 1 place bt Plar ' ebe tar off . ot
s ti | : Ihat s 2 } 1 b

Education ' ) he su
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Cost-cutting delays Comp.

Herald-Tribune staff

Cost-paring on a renova-
tion/modernization project at the
Composite High School may delay a
start on the job until December

(¢ ic school board member
Bil| Leslie kold fellow trustees last
nigl hitectural firm of Field,
Field & Field will go over drawings
this week to see if any cuts can be
made to reduce costs.

School system officials met with
the provincial school buildings
branch in Edmonton last week and
received a “'sympathetic response’’

to a request for futher funding for
the project, [Ceslid said

He said Alberta Education of-
ficials have agreed to work with the
board on the project

Once the architect has seen if
anything can be left out Alberta
Education officials will come up and
see how much further funding might
be applied to the project, said 5

Last week, the the board rejected
all four tenders it received. They
ranged from $10.7 million to $11.6
million. Original estimatos called
for the project to cost $6 9 million of

The Daily Herald-Tribune
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which Alberta Education was to pro
vide $5.5 milllion )

The project was to be done in three
phases and be completed by sum-
mer 1987. [Leslié is hoping the project
will still be completed in 1987

Work was originally slated to get
underway this summer

There are already some ideas on
how to reduce costs

For example, said [Leslid, there
were some things that would have
been nice to have such as projection
screens for every room

“We can continue to use portable

job

screens. Cuts like this would have no
effect on the delivery of education
services. "’

[Ceslid said there was some indica
tion from Alberta Education that it
would be prepared to fund further
items. For example, he added, there
is going to be some heavy demolition
in certain areas. That might be
classified under new construction in
stead of modernization

“We'll make it, but it's going to
take time."

The Comp was built in the eariy
19608
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Key role of Human Rights
Commission is education

Grande Prairie low turnout may be positive

H-:u' DAYID HIWELL.
Herald-Tribune staff

An Alberta E[uman Rights Commission public forum
in Grande-Prairig this week attracted only five people

But Bi ¢f Grande Prairie and Stan Scudders of
Edmontom ol whom sit on the seven-member com-
mision. say the low turnout may indicate good things
aboul the area

Leslie and Scudders hosted the forum at Grande
Prairie Regional College.

“One of the large roles the commission plays is as
educators,’’ llr."a[uzl said.

“1 guess we're a little bit disappointed about the peo-
ple who didn’t show up, bul we're pleased some people
did show up."

“Generally we don't expect we're going to get a greal
turnout,”" said Scudders. “We just want to show we're
there.”

Lesli€ said the Grande Prairie area does not normally
generate many human rights complaints.

“Grande Prairie as a community is very receplive to
minarities. There certainly are some (minorities) here
and if there is discrimination I know nothing about it.”

“If we were o have complaints in Grande Prairie they
would probably be in the order of sexual harassment,”
said Scudders

Diserimination on sexual grounds is the maost eommon
type of complaint received by the commission provinee
wide

All seven human rights commissioners are currently
an & :ipi!aking tour

A series of public forums is designed Lo educate Alber-
tans about recent amendments (o the provinces In-
dividual's Rights Protection Act (TRPA),

1€ and Scudders explained the workings of the
E‘;}Tlilj mission, which is responsible for the administration
of the acl

The Daily Herald-Tribune
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The commission is charged with educating the public
about its own operations, the provisions of the act, and
about human rights issues in peneral. It also in-
vestigates complaints of alieged discrimination lodged
under [RPA.

Amendments to the act, passed in the legislature June
5, include provisions for protection against job dismissal
because of pregnancy.

“The amendment comes about because up to now, the
only protection women had came through their collec-
tive agreement, if they had a collective agreement, or
through the employment standards act, which says
women are entitled to 18 weeks maternity leave,” said
Scudders.

“The only problem with that is that they had to have
worked a year. Women who had worked less than a year
and became pregnant, the emplover could simply
dismiss them, but not now. If they are able to do the job
they were hired to do they can remain working until they
are no longer able to do so."

Another amendment has been the replacement of the
term “bona fide occupational qualification’ to "hona fide
occupational reguirement’. The new term places em-
phasis on the special requirements of the job rather than
the special qualifications of the emplovee,

Also in the amended IRPA, the term ‘age’ has been
amended. The act now protects people age 18 and older
from job discrimination based on age. Previously it only
helped those between 40 and 65 vears

“It was felt basically we were trying Lo protect people
having trouble getting jobs, " said Scudders, The act now
complies with the Canadian Charter of Rights and
Freedoms, he said

Two people who attended the meeting were Composite
high school teachers Phil Barber and Campbell Hoss

“I think we've got a belter idea of what the amend-
ments are,’’ Ross said afler the meeting.

‘Human rights is one of the units in Social Studies 10,
the last compulsory social studies course high school
students take.™
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$400,000 more given
for Comp renovations

Herald-Tribune staff

Alberta Education will add another
$400,000 to its support for the public
school district's massive renovation
and modernization project at the

Composite High School.
Bill! Leslie,| building committee
chair , said this week the depart-

ment re assessed the project at the
district’'s request and found further
funding was available.

Government funding for the project
now stands at $7,824,930.

The project has a construction
budget of $8.5 million and the board
expects the total project to cost about
$9.1 million.

District officials will be taking
revised plans to the school buildings
branch on Thursday for approval.
Tenders are to open the following day.

The opening of tenders was put off
from this week because of a problem
gelting plans printed on time,
said.

“There was no use going to tender
until we had plans."”

When school buildings branch of-
ficials view the plans next week there
will about $1.5 million worth of
changes since the the last set of plans.

said all extensions to the
mezzanines at the school were drop-
ped and that accounted for most of the

The Daily Herald-Tribune

$1.5 million that was axed.

All the millwork, painting, door
systems and hardware were modified
as well, Leslié said.

“With all the cuts we should be able
to make the budget now, said [Leslid.

When tenders were let earlier this
year all came in over the $10 million
mark.

Grande Prairie, Alberta, Canada ® Thu, Mar 27, 1986Page 3
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Program will die
without support

By DAVID OLINGER
Herald-Tribune stafl

Public school trustees were urged
by a delegintion of parents last night to
contimie their fisancial support for
the community school program al
Hillside sehwal

Members of the del asked
the school board to write letters of

suppeel for the program le Premier f

Don Getty and Edecation Mmister
Nancy Bethowski and contiose to ot
share the program with the peovince

Come September, proviscial com-
menity school funding will bee
in hall and Marge Kiley, past
man of the Hillside advisory commit-
tee, said without (he schoal board
financial suppert the program will go
undes

“1f the funding disappears. so dees
the m, " she sad

Provimcial fending for the scheol
talled roughly $T2000 this year
while the school board chipped in
another 10,000

With the provincial cut, the school
distriet would be required to put in &
mininum of $15,000 for the sehool to
be eligible for previneial funding,

Virtually all the cemmunity school
money pays the salaries of commumi-
Ly school stadf.

“We do nol wanl %o say goodbye to
Marion Morrison, current chairman

past school year volunteers
oumbuedmuws:a'nbomhlk
school.

“The place is just buzzing weh
moms, dads and grandparents ™
Ridey saidl, "Bt there noods 10 be co-
ordisation to pull it all together =

Morrison lokd trustees the idea of
chaiging aduk grougs has been sug-
gested to help offsel the Jos of

Some commumity groups have
eated they coudd ufford a foe for s
Ing the facility, sbe said

“But some groups ares’t making
any mones,” said Morrisen, “Where

. are they geng 1o get the

Board vicechairman ";_I! ::I
todd the parents trustecs are
the community school program's
value

-u, assurance 1o you b)‘uma

& told the E.':..%é? m'

nol going to make any pro
mises. .. You will ged fukr and just
consideration |l hudyget delibern.
Lions'. If we have the epportunity to
provide you with sufficient money to
aliow yeu 1o serape through, we'll be
the happiest people in the world ™

However, he explained. the board
humlmkalthmuynrsmd
funding prospects are mot |ookirg

“lt would really be a step
backwards If the program gquits™

of the advisory council. told trustees. (g waid

“They are the people who make the
commumly school system happen,
Tegether with them, the stafl,
students, and community strive to do
our best to fulfil the community sehool
charter

Sehoal administration and the coun-
eil are alveady preparing to fusction
with less money, she s,

“We'll strive le cconomuze and we'll
volusteer more, but please leave us
he foundation oa which Le contizue 1o
butld the community school comeept,”
Marrisen urged trustoees, “We feel it is
ccomomically sousd that the lax
payers who omr school benefit
from the use of the school It = im-
perative in this econsmic downslide
that we keep the concepl alive. Se
other schools ean benefil w the falure,
the pregram which you emcouraged
st remain in place.”

Morrison said o funding for the
communily school is discontinued the
concept might stay around two years

But then teachers and wlunleers
weuld suffer burnout withost the eo-
ordinators, she added,
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Public board shoots down smoking draft policy

By DAVID OLINGER
Herald-Tribune stall

Public school trustees last night shot down
a draft policy which called for an all-out
smoking ban in schoals by next September

Instead, they amended it to say the district
will work toward a ban by 1990 through such
moves as sponsoring programs o help
teachers quit smoking

The revision will go to the te
liaison committee next week

Board vice-chairman Bil
along with trustee Erie Jemard ™7 H
the amended policy, swd he could not sup
port a total ban

her-trustee

“You're dealing with a habit here that up
1o a short time ago was an acceptable habit,™
said [EESHE, one of four smokers on the
board. 1 jost feel 1 unfair to impose that
hardship of being dented a habit that was
acceptable @ short time ago.

“lLunderstand the other side’s rights. | try
personally to respect the rights of others. All
I want 1o do is show the same respect for
somebody that smokes as somebody who
doesn’t I want a balance.”

Trustee Tom Zasadny, who imitiated ac
ton on i no-smoking policy., said the board
has to make a stant

He sid government buildings are sup

posed to be smoke-free by the end of 1988
“*AtHillside school only three of 25 staff
smoke,"" suid Zasadny

But Jerrard, also a smoker, said a total ban
is unfair and called for designated smoking
arcas.
It (a total ban) is a great infringement,”
said Jerrard. “*IUs like me telling you that
you can't put ketchup on your steak, Tom. ™

1 think a lot of teachers are just waiting
ior the word to come down,™” Zasadny re
plied

But IesTid had a different view

1 think some of our employees will be
forced to change their jobs if they are not
successful in kicking the habit, " said [Ceshid

“I've heard the board labor for hours to
protect one employee (who is facing an un
fair situation) then all of a sudden we change
a policy which will affect o significant
amount of people

“IUs unfair. You're willing to write of!
the smoker ™

But chairman Gordon Pearcy countered
the idea 15 1o help teachers gquit smoking by
sponsoring programs to wd them i their
elfort

Superintendend Dereh Taylor. who
drafted the policy. said the amended policy
would show the board is taking a stand and
yet allow more tme for teachers o quit
smoking

Obviously 1t (the draft policy) was too
tough and too hard at this time . sind Taylor
ICESIE wondered if that mieant the district
would be hiring only non-smoking teachers
w them meantime to help ensure there are no
smokers

(I that's the case) we'll have vou before
the human rights conmssion for discimina

S8 v

Lestie is a member of the Alberta Human

tory hiring practices

Rights Cammission

Faylor said smoning by teachers is not
currently wmajor issue. but added the school
board needs to adopt a policy betore it does
become one
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Leslie resigns

Herald-Tribune staff

After 24 years of service to the Grande Prairie Public School Board, Bill
ILesli¢ tendered his resignation at last night's meeting.

Leslig, who cited personal and business reasons for his resignation, said,
“itis difficult to leave something that has brought me so much enjoyment.™

The city businessman first joined the board in 1964 and has, with the
exception of the 1968-1969 term, served continuously.

During his tenure on the board, Leslie served as chairman and more
recently as vice-chairman.

He stepped down from the vice-chairman’s position at the Oct. 25 board
meeting.

ILesli¢ also serves on the Alberta Human Rights Commission, has served
on the Jubilee Insurance board and was an executive on the Alberta School
Trustees Association.

The board will not hold a byelection to replace the seat vacated by Lesli¢
but will operate for the rest of the year with only four members, said Mazer.

BILL LESLIE
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——MondayBeat

Leslie:

By SUZANNE LUNDRIGAN
Herald-Tribune staff

Bill Leslie hus spent almost half
his life siting on Grande Prairie’s
public school board

But last Tuesday the 59-year-old
Leslic walked away from his 23-
yvear-old seal at the board wble to
become i district employee

Leshic, who has worked closely on
the construction o other district
schools, has been hired by the
district to oversee the building of the
new Country Club Estates school.

His mission: to get the delay-
plagued proxct back on schedule,
The district expenienced a surprise
population influx this year and they
are  cautiously predicting another
increase next year. Now more than
ever they need the new school

But Leshie. always realistic, isn't
making any promises about petting
the school done for the Seplember
target date

“Tt will be very difficult but we
will try our best,” he said. “We have
been working down there for two or
three weeks now and we should have
the foundation in by Christmas.”

As he embarks on what will likely
be has last project tor the district,
Leslié hearkens back to the building
of’ another disirict school = Crystal
Park — as the highlight of his board
career

Crystal Park School, which inte-
grates disabled students with able
students, was recently named a
“highthouse school™ by Classroom
Magazine

A Tt Leslid i very proud of

But even s he discusses Tns pel
project, Leshe’s wendency 1o look at
the other side of the com surfaces

1 have 3 soft spot for people who
have problems - with the kess fortun-
ate sacke of thangs - but 1 bt thal
tor the disabied and handicapped we
see it bobe trying 1o maybe gou lite
oo lar,” e says

1 his wecond tor posang the tongh

aws ealii

'BILLLESLIE

guestions, Leslie says, It doesn’t
hurt & trustee o come down on the
unpopular side of an assue. T don't
think being forthright is a bad thing

In his role as a questioner, Leslig
has asked a lot of tough guestions
and raised a Lot ol sticky issues over
the years

Though he admits he tends to “see
in black and white™, ILesli¢ says he is
always open to the altematives his
fellow board members advance 1o
has stated views

“Feople do Know at s not st I'm
intlexable. People can change nw
mind.” sand Eesdié 1 say, Ho
convinee e that you are ngh

Aller 23 years, Lesdie sayvs he his
leprned that  chonge
v ot oy

The fast mecting | owent 1o |
thought thit 1'd change something
Dut 1 fowmd out thiat evervbody that
went belaore were nol absolutely

does  con

Staff Photo by Rick Rycroft

stupid and there were reasons behind
what they did,” said Leshd

Change has occurred dunng Les-
lie"s tenure and he is proud of it

“We did change the district from
being an everyday district.” sad
Lesli¢

Once the Country Club Estates
school is complete, Leshid hopes to
clear the decks. His four-year term
on the Alberta Human Rights Com
mission ended recently and he has
been frecing up as much time as he
can

“F'm looking lorward 10 heading
o warmer climes o winler Lime,
sad Lesli

He leaves office estending an
mvitation 10 oiher Grande Prairie
residents

“1I encosrage anybody particulur)
ly the generation thil has young
kids, they should pet involved.” he
sand
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Bye-bye Bill

Leslie

STEPHEN FLETCHER
Herald- T'ribune staffl

Bill [Leslié, a 24-year veteran of the
Grande Praine school board, was given
g cheery semd-ofl by friends and col-
leapues at o retirement party last week.

The hard-nused trustee was roasted
for s driving habis and his strong
stance on district issues over the years,
but he was also acknowledged as a
strong believer in the school system and
as an advocate for further growth in the
Cirande Prarie distnict.

School board chairman Gordon Pear
¢y called the creation of Crystal Park
School the “pinnacle” of Leslie’s
achicvements as a truslee, saying his
“strong  delermination™  was i
strumental in the school’s formation.

Percy also noted that Leshiea always
showed & commitment 10 practical
education and was a “preat believer™ in
hoth sdministration and the waching
profession  during his years on the
hoard.

Fellow trustee Doreen  Lakusta
lsuded his abilites as a board member
and said he would be missed

Although she was initally “intimi-
dated™ by the burly trustee, he eventual
Iy “treated me as one of the boys,”
oked Lakusta.

Enc Jerrard, a board trustee for 18
years, said [Leshid was a great teacher
for less experienced trustees. Although
Leslie often appeiwred 10 be “runming the
show.” Jerrard soon realuzed that “Bill
was teaching me. . he simd vou don’t
let your own personal biases get invol-
ved. . . he taught me a lot”

The Daily Herald-Tribune

was hard-nosed trustee

BILL LESLIE

Leshe “was widely known weross 1I'|.|.-
province and very widely respecied,”
said Alberta Education’s Fred
Reinhold. Calling Leslie “aparessive”
and @ superh negotiator, he said the
retired trustee “has been good Tor the
children of Grande Przirie.™

School superintendent Derek Taylor
added that Leslid should be bestowed
with a B.Ed because “he 15 one of the
sincerest educators.”

Leshe said he considered himseld
fortumate o serve a5 a trastee Tor nearly
a quarter of a cenlury.

“In 24 wears, I've 19 trus
ees. . . oall were very dedicated peo
ple.” he smd.

He aolded tht. sittmg on the board ol
trustees was the single stabilizing Tactor
inoa carcer thit included & varicty of
business ventures

]|
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Leslie

By PAULA BOWERING
Herald-Tribune staff

It might be a little worn but
it's still more than just an old
coat.

To Bill [Leslie, the jacket his
father Edward bought from a
native during his first trek over
the Edson Trail in 1910 is a con-
nection with the past - a senti-
mental attachment to the pio-
neer days and the pioneer spirit.

Leslie's father was one of the
first pioneers in the Peace
Region. In 1912, Edward came
with a team of horses, a wagon,
his father Thomas and his two
brothers - Norman and Bruce.
They filed on homesteads east of
Grande Prairie and the area,
Glen Leslie, was named after
them

This weekend they will be
named pioneer family of the
month at the Pioneer Museum.
A display of mementos, includ-
ing the special jacket, will be set
up for public viewing,

In the early days the Leslie
home was the hub of the district.
It was a stopping place for trav-
ellers and a boarding home for
teachers. The first post office
was opened there in 1914 and
run by Bill's grandparents
Thomas and Margaret. The first
church services were also held
there.

In 1921 Edward married
Dorothy Morrison. They met by

|

K

B

famlly Ploneers of Month

“’W".»

AT
Photo by CHRISTINE VANZELLA

Nathan Leslie (left), Christopher Leslie, Rhonda Leslie, Bill Leslie and Jean Rooney show off
jacket Edward Leslie bought from natives in 1910.

chance when Dorothy's family,
who came to Grande Prairie in
1918, were on their way to see
the Bezanson store, which they
had just bought. They were trav-
elling by car and got stuck - it
was Edward who pulled them
out.

When Norman was returning
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from enlisted duty overseas in
1919 he was picked up by the
Morrisons, who were heading
into Grande Prairie to meet with
the Bryenton family, It was then
that Norman met Dorothy's
cousin Gladys Bryenton, whom
he married in 1923,

It was only these two brothers

who remained in the Peace
Country. Bruce, Thomas and
Margaret returned to Ontario
where the family originated.

Members of the Leshid family
will attend the display opening
2-4 p.m. Sunday at the Pioneer
Museum.
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THE LESLIES:

Highland Games’ Clan of the Day has long history in Grande Prairie area

Herald-Tribune staff

Thamily motto of Grip Fast
may be good advice for those who wind

up in the caber toss at the Grande
Prairie Highland Games this weekend.

The Leslies are clan of the day in the
ninth year of the Games, which get
underway at Muskoseepi Park this
Saturday.

They will be honored at the official
opening of the Games. The Games are a
day-long festival recognizing Scottish
traditions.

Besides traditional Scottish dancing,
there will be events such as stock dog
trials, piping competitions, hammer
throwing and skillet tossing.

Bill [Leslié was born and raised in
Grande Prairie.

“It is an honor for the family to be
recognized,” he said.

“The fact my father was one of the
original homesteaders, it's kind of nice
to have recognition.”

Leslié has been actively involved in
the community for many years. He
spent almost a quarter century on the
Grande Prairie Public School Board,
including eight years as chairman.

He joined British American Oil,
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and Norman (back left), Gladys, Tom, with Marion on his knee, Margaret and
Dorothy Leslié, with Tom on her knee, and Edward LLeslie.

owned by his father Edward Leslie, as a
bulk agent in 1948. He later ran a motel
called Leslié Auto Court with his moth-
er, Dorothy Morrison, before opening
the local IGA in 1959. He stayed there
until 1970 when he ran travel agents
first in Grande Prairie and then
Fairview. He is now semi-retired.

His wife, Jean, was a nurse for 20

years before retiring.

The Leslies have a long history in
Canada and the Peace Country.

William and Isabella Campbell of
Morayshire, Scotland immigrated to
Canada in the early 1830s, settling in
Ontario.

In 1913, one of William and Isabella’s
grandchildren, Thomas Leslid, and wife

Margaret sold the family farm in
Ontario and made the long, tough trip
to the Grande Prairie area to join sons
Edward and Norman.

Taking up homesteads about 20 kilo-
metres east of Grande Prairie, the fami-
ly eventually applied for a post office,
which was called Glen Leslie.

In those days, there was no church so
they held services in their home until a
church was built. It also acted as a
school house for many years.

Ed continued farming in the area,
marrying Dorothy Morrison in 1921.
The pair moved to Grande Prairie six
years later to work in her parent’s gen-
eral store.

The following year they returned to
Glen [Leslié to operate a store built by
Dorothy’s father on a corner of the fami-
ly farm.

They stayed there until 1945 when
Ed bought the British American bulk
plant in Grande Prairie. He died of can-
cer in 1948,

Ed had five children: Margaret
Edith, who died after seven days;
William (Bill); Marion; and Thomas
(Tom).

Bill and Jean still live in Grande
Prairie, as does son Robert and his wife
Maureen.
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