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Zenner leaves Lakusta

By ANGE D'AGUI
Herald-Tribune staff

Less than a month ago. hilteen-ycear-
old Bezanson welterweight Daren Zen-
ner appeared to have things pretty well
going his way

Touted as a fine boxing prospect,
Zenner was to accompany his ex-coach,
former Canadian heavyweight cham-
pron Ken Lakusta, first to Los Angeles,
then to San Juan, Puerto Rico. Lakusta
will step into the ring against former
Canadian and World Boxing Council
heavyweight champ Trevor Berbick in
San Juan on May |

Today, however, while Lakusta
trains in Los Angeles’ Hoover Street
Gym, Zenner finds himself out in the
cold in Edmonton, sull waiting for his
clusive first sanctioned fight

“We're stull friends. but it just didn’t
work out,”” said Zenner of his decision
to forego the planned southern excur
sion with Lakusta.

“He invited me down there he
wanted me to go pretty bad. But he has
his own career to think about, he
shouldn’t have to worry about two
(careers) right now

“*He was teaching me some stuff, but
it wasn't basic, " said Zenner, who
heeded the advice of several acquaint
ances and returned to tramner Ray Cut
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ler's corner. Zenner was under Cutler’s
tutelage prior to his brief stint with
Lakusta.

Zenner rejoined Cutler with the n
tention of training for the junior provin-
ctal championships held last weekend
in Edmonton. However, Cutler man
aged to withhold Zenner from stepping
into the ring against that calibre of box-
ers until he was better prepared.

“In all honesty, | didn’t think Daren
was ready,”” said Cutler, explaning
Zenner, who only resumed training two
weeks ago, 1sn’tin top physical condi
ton

Cutler said Zenner will train through
out the summer, then get his feet wet by
engaging in a “‘couple of casy fights™
next fall

“We're going to do it night. ™

While sparring at the Cougar Boxing
Gym against Stan Cunningham, a wel
terweight whom Cutler said has four
professional fights to his credit, Zenner
caught the eye of club-coach Paul
Hordie.

“Quite frankly, | think the kid's
talented and 1 should know, I've
seen enough of them,” said Hordie. a
boxing coach for 34 years, who's cur-
rently coaching Edmonton's Scott
Olson, last year’s Commonwcealth
light-flyweight gold medallist
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DAREN ZENNER
. . still waiting

‘I feel qualified to say the boy has
much more than just a htle talent.”
added Hordie, a Canadian national
team coach who also aided Edmonton’s
Kelly Perlette to a hght-middleweight
Commonwealth gold medal in 1978

Hordie, who feels Zenner should
already have had at least two hghts to
his credit at this stage in his boxing
career, said the youngster ““has the ta-
lent to go some place.” il he gets a good
trainer who ensures proper traming and
sparring
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Daren Zenner gets Texas ed

By DAN SCHNICK
Herald-Tribune staff

The Standing Eight Boxing Club
in Dallas, Texas is an unlikely place
for a Bezanson kid. In fact, it's an
unlikely place for a white kid!

Daren Zenner 1s the only white
boxer of roughly 30 blacks and
Hispanics in the renowned club and
is certainly the only puncher from
Canada, but he feels right at home

The 17-year-old pugilist made the
move to Texas on May 25 to gain an
edge in his burgeoning boxing
career. Already the decision has paid
off

“I've learned more in the time I've
been here than in all the years I've
been boxing,” Zenner said i a
telephone conversation from  his
Dallas residence last night. “I had a
problem with heat dehydration but
I'm over that and the training 1s
going really good.™

Zenner's progress is due in large
part to his trainer, former World
Welterweight (147 1b.) Champion
Curtis Cokes

“He's really good. He's got me
settling down on my punches
they're more crisp, with more pow
er. I'm working on my style: jab.
step in and punch and dance.”

What is likely his biggest learning
aid 1s that every boxer in the gym is
dedicated and, most importantly.
hungry

“You can beat on these guys but
they just keep coming back,” ex
claimed Zenner. “The first thing you
learn is that if you hit a guy hard you
finish him. You have to take what
you learn here into the ring - you
can't slack off. If you get tagged
you'll get finished.”

Another thing he has found is the
misconception of the poor boxer
being the hungriest

“The poor kid who uses boxing to
get out s a stereotype. Everybody
pays the fee ($200/month ¢lub mem-
bership) and most aren’t that poor
Everybody here loves boxing, that's
why they're hungry. You don't have
any problems finding someone to
spar with - a light-weight will spar
with you. And even then, you're
going to get a fight. There are some
real tough boys here.™

Being a distinct minority 1s the
opposite of what he i1s used to but the
situation doesn't present a problem

“When | walked into the gym the
first day everyone stopped what they

e

were doing and just stared,” recalled
Zenner with a laugh. “But everytih
ing 18 okay now - they call me “Little
Brother ™

‘Little” is hardly the right term to
describe Zenner. In the last two
months he has rocketed from 6717 1o
6°3". His weight has vanied hitle:
161 1b., five over the middleweight
limit, his ideal fighting mass

“I'm trying to get ready for the
Canadian  Intermediate  title  next
Febuary. I'll get down to 156 no
problem

It's hard to behieve that with his
CXCICIse regimme he can lose live
pounds. Zenner gets up every morn
ing at 5:00 a.m. and runs six miles,
works out with weights from 10:00
a.m o 11, then hits the gym with
Cokes working him from 1:00 p.m
until 4:30

DAREN ZENNER

#e

“I'll probably stay down here for
six months,” he predicts. “I'm going
to learn some tricks of the trade with
Curtis then try to get a fight n
Grande Prainie in the fall, T want
everyone up there to know what I'm
up to.”

The Standing Eight will be Zen
ner's traming headquarters for the
next three years with Cokes staying
on as his trainer. His long-term goal
1s the 1992 Olympics and after that a
professional career

“Eventually T want to grow into a
crutserweight. | think for my height
that would be about nght.”

But right now 1t's hard and dedi-
cated trining -~ and Zenner has no
problems with that

I love training. I'm proving
myselt right now but | want to be the
best. This is the way you find out if
you cian be the best

The Daily Herald-Tribune
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Look out

Texas!

here comes Daren
Young local fighter is in tough
against experienced opponents

By TODD MAXWELL
Herald-Tribune staft

Daren Zenner will climb into a
boxing ring in Arlington. Texas tonight
to begin a tournament in which he's not
supposed to beat anybody — on paper
that 18

The 1 7-year-old  Grande Prairie
born. Bezanson-raised puncher won the
right to represent Dallas at the presti
gious, annual amateur tournament by
thrashing a clubmate at Pike’s Park on
back-to-back days over a month ago

Now the 6-foot-3. 156-pound junior
middleweight faces the toughest chal
lenge of his young career

In spite of the fact that Zenner s
techmcally still i the novice class with
only seven fights under his belt. the
tournament has placed him m the open
class. primarily because he defeated
veteran of 35 fights in carning his berth
into the tourney

Tonight, Zenner will face Fred Rayes
ol Sweetwater. Texas. a veteran of 42
fights. in opening-round action

Rayes. 32-10 in the ring, s a
Mexican-American fighter who Zenner
expects to live up to the reputation that
other fighters of that nationality have
established — TOUGH!

“You have to hit them with the sink.,
and the couch. . and they still get back

CINDIRHIA

SEPT. 26 & 27

See Pages 10 & 32

up. It's Kind of frustrating.”  says
Zenner. “They don't care how bad they
look afterwards.™ L

Il Zenner gets past Rayes, (pro
nounced ray-ess) he will meet Gerald
Grant tomorrow afternoon for gold in
the junior middleweight division

Grant. who got the bye. should be
more trouble than Rayes ever thought of
heing

I'he Houston fighter packs an im
pressive 80-16 record into the tourna
ment. and although he’s noton the US
Olympic team, he 1s known as one of the
top amateurs inTexas

‘He's won pretty well every amateur
tournament around. and 'm not sup
posed to beat this guy

But Zenner. who s tramed by former
undisputed welterweight champion of
the world Curtis Cokes. feels ready and
would relish the opportunity to climb
through the ropes and challenge Grant

1've been traming hard for the last
month and a halt.” adds Zenner by
telephone from Dallas. “1've been run
ning seven miles a day . traming tor four
hours. and gomg 15 rounds a day on the
heavy bag. And. I've beendoing alotol
sparring

Cokes is also betting on Zenner, the
only white fighter i his stable ol over
100 pugilists

“Curtis feels confident with me. He
feels Thave better physical abilities. I'm
smarter, and [hit harder. But these guys
have been around. So if T ose. it would
be their experience that did it for them.™

Although Zenner has no concrete
plans at this point. he says he would like
to return to Canada next month and
prepare for. and take a shot at. the
Canadian championship in February

The Daily Herald-Tribune
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Zenner too

Local fighter strikes
gold at Arlington

with a pair of KO’s

By TODD MAXWELL
Herald-Tribune staff

Onlookers were betting on experi-
ence, and against unproven potential -
but most onlookers were surprised!

It took less than three rounds for
Bezanson's Daren Zenner to dispose of ©
TWO opponents on the weekend, eam-
ing him gold at an annual amateur
boxing tournament at the Boy's Club in |
Arlington, Texas, a suburb of Dallas.

Zenner won the right to take on
Houston's Gerald Grant for the gold |
medal Saturday by first defeating
Sweetwater, Texas native Fred Rayes |
Friday night.

Zenner, now 8-1, stopped Rayes,
32-11, by knocking him out in the :
second round.

"It was a real good fight, he was |
tough,” said Zenner of the Mexican-
American opponent. “He lost, but I had |
a lot respect for him."

That win pitted Zenner against Grant,
a veteran of 96 fights with an 80-16
record, for all the marbles in the junior
middleweight division (156 pounds)
Saturday afternoon

The result was a stunning first-round
knockout victory for Zenner over his
heavily favored opponent.

Zenner scored the knockout with a
right hook, but credits the stategy to his |
trainer Curtis Cokes, who shouted
pointers from ringside.

“Me and Curtis have been working on
this punch for guys who rush in on you,™ '

explained Zenner. “You pivot on your '

right foot and you step back, and when
you pivot, you throw the right hook.

“When I fought Grant he kept rushing
in on me, and | heard Curtis yelling
from the corner, pivot, pivot. So I did it,
and | caught him with the right hook. It
was something really good and he just
went down. I caught him, and that was
i

“If Curtis hadn’t been in my corner, it
would’ve been a lot longer fight. A
good cornerman like Curtis picks up on
what the other guy is doing. I heard him
yelling from the corner and the next
time the guy rushed in on me, | caught
him with the shot.”

The upset stunned the fans and
experts alike
“Nobody expected it, the whole

crowd was quiet when it happened. Sort
of like, what's this white boy doing”?

“I look at this gold medal, but it
hasn't really sunk in yet,” added the
17-year-old. Grande Prairie-born
fighter

The fact that the fights ended before
they could be a leaming experience for
the 6-foot-3 puncher was not a problem

“The thing is, I've improved 200
percent since I've come down here and
started working with Curtis. So | didn't
£o nto the fights with the attitude that 1
wanted to learn from them, I went in
there with the attitude that I was going to
take them out.”

Cokes, who was the undisputed
world welterweight champ for three
years in the late sixties, vouched that
Zenner 1s for real.

“He's looking real good, I'm real
proud of him. He went through these
two fights with no problem at all,” said
Cokes by telephone from Dallas last
night. “I'm going to miss him when he
leaves. He's the champ of the gym right
now."

Cokes. who works with approximate-
ly 150 fighters at any given time as
owner of Pike's Park in Dallas, wasn't

much for Texas

DAREN ZENNER WITH TRAINER CURTIS COKES

worried that Zenner was moving up too
fast by taking on the veteran fighters this
weekend. The knockouts (both fighters
were down for the count) vindicated his
beliefs

“These Kids (Rayes and Grant) have a
lot of experience, but we teach our guys
in the gym that that doesn’t make any
difference. This kid (Zenner) has got a
lotofability too, and all we have todo is
get it out of him.”

The progress that Zenner has made to
this point prompted Cokes to make a
bold prediction

“Shoot, by the time he's 22 or 23
years old, he's going to be world
champion. He punches like a profes-
sional fighter right now. He's got that
good left hook, good right hand, long
reach and o good jab. That's almost
unbeatable. These Kids down here just

can't take that type of banging.”

But Cokes feels he will go a long
ways in the fight game for more reasons
than just having the physical tools.

“He's got a good attitude, and 1 think
that's the key. When he turns pro, he
could be a good fighter with a little
pushing. because we pushed him to the
limit, and he responded.™

Zenner plans to return o Grande
Prairie carly next month, and a Cana-
dian championship is his next target

1 think this win means I'm ready for
anybody in Canada,” added Zenner. 1
want to win that Canadian title in
February ™

One thing is certain, Zenner left his
mark on the Lone Star state

“The kid has definitely turned a lot of
heads down here,” summed Cokes

The Daily Herald-Tribune
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Zenner growing up fast

By TODD MAXWELL
Herald-Tribune staff

Daren Zenner s learning lots about
boxing, and hife

The Grande Prairie-born mud
dleweight who made the decision to
turn professional last month, plans to go
through the formality of making the
ofticial announcement at a press conter-
ence Dec. 2nd, says manager Stan
Miller

Miller also says that two dates are in
mind for Zenner's professional debut
Jan. 19th or the 26th and,  the
Edmonton location has been narrowed
to either the Convention Centre or the
Agricom. The opponent will also come
from a list that has been narrowed (o
three possible candidates - all reported-
ly tough. worthy opponents

Zenner will be based out of Edmon-
ton, and 1s currently traming at the
Panther Gym. Tramer Curtis Cokes.
former world welterweight champion,
will accompany Zenner 1o Grande
Prairie carly in December

Zenner’s return to Alberta from
Pike's Park in Dallas. Texas, where he
was tramming  under the tutelage ol
Cokes, was prompted in part by war
wounds

Zenner, 18, sultered a hairline frac-
ture 1o his jaw, a broken nose and some
loosened teeth due o an accumulation
of punches from clubmate  Johnny
Johnson following three straight weeks
of sparring at Pike’s Park in Dallas,
where the two were training

“I"'ve wanted to spar with Johnny for
a long time, and 1 finally got him ~ for
three weeks straight,” said Zenner by
telephone from Edmonton. “After cach
day my nose was so pufty Teould hardly
breathe through at, but that's the price

The Daily Herald-Tribune

vou pay to learn.”

Cokes pitted the two fighters agaimst
one another for the sessions believing
Zenner was ready for the more experi
enced Johnson

Zenner claims that Johnson
fricnd out of the ring — uses worn out
gloves in sparring sessions, and their
lack of padding makes it that much
worse to be on the receiving end

a best

In spite of a rowdy and somewhat
rambunctious reputation tor bemng o
veteran of as many hghts outside of the
ring as in, Miller claims Zenner - who
has recently taken professional therapy
to help curb his aggression s under
going a lot of maturation and he feels
the pugilist is ready for the professional
fight game

“He's growing up alot,” says Miller
“He's I8 now. and | believe he's very
serious. and very committed . We know
he's got all the talent in the world. and
we know he's in great shape ™

DAREN ZENNER
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Proposed fight card looking to clear hurdles

57,"

DAREN ZENNER

By KEVIN PILLING
llndd Tribune staff

Proy lor 2 proposed Jan. 24 prol 1 hoxing cand i
Girande Praine’s l-ﬁ-n) Macdanikd Arer featuring the debes of
Ietmatow i bopelal Daren Zenner see umbrway on two faonis

A progosid 10 duve Boeor vl labke Toe the cund which headlines a
buttle between Tev welterwenyht Anthony “Two Guns™ Will e
wnd am vt wadentified fighner, will po hefoee cry councd nest
Moty

S0 3 matmer of Dhart wee horve to get a by Lo on place spgrovieg the
Jabany Mac 1o sell Tsguor,” siys Georpe Koen of community
services. “We've alrendy allowed liquoe into the facdiies om a
special pert basis

Keen says special permits ure only availuble to menibers of the
Lerwne Centre which domses the Joany Macdoauhd Arces. The
Peoning cund bs o fferent ball of was, hesce ihe aced (o ren it befose
o i

T, bocame of the natuee of the crowd — anybody whio bugs 2
ket — then there bas to be 2 by baw i place allowang that,” Keen
ay
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“ICs st a procedure this we haven' b the appanunity v do

boefore and thes peesenis the oppestumity

Koen adided thint the progenal s alkoe Sguor sales ol the Johnay
Macdonsk! might not come rogh

I ot For certuin,” Keen sy “The promoler s desitoes of
Ravimg the city upply foe .Iquvpcmm T uBow boe the side ol boet
and wine dunng the evest

Ken Kozak, chaieman of 1he Bdrmoston Boxmg sd Wiesting
Commassion, says the canl is abvo gosmg 10 by 1eviowad Lioer this
wioek The cund, which Features thive prodessional bouss inchuding
Zoanet's profossivesl debut agina Amencan middicweight Goel
Visker, will be sddressed luter this woek

“Well be having a meetng this week with our commssion s

Sormally approve whach his st ldhen place o ver save Kivak,
who in adwr un sbdermian i Edeeton

Kozak sinys Ihe detiils of the cand. which plass to sclusde fse
anriew boats in abditon % the theee poo scrs. will he made
avaslable in time for the mecting of the EBW

“We 3 commmssion would be vesctionmg @ o well an
supervising i1 i doos oo abemd ”

The peodessional eetesces and poges woukd all come ou of the
EEWC o e cand happens, Kovak adis

I e condions can all be miet froen omr prospective s Gir
udhermg 1o the rukes und sepslations amd iF everything e 1
comphed with, iben there's oo reason wivy we should refuse 2

e poodessaonal fighiens must be deemed by the EBWC 10 be 14
and not wesder saspersion betone the cand wil by sanctioned

Zenner wom 't have so mevt asy spevsil roguinersents becamiwe o n
T finl professionad fight

Av long as ull partcipuats, whether s their Ties Gight o

wiherwine, e d:\hml medically G0, then there's no season the
card can't go ahead

Kivak savs the ERWOC wall mect and deoxle shether o st o
sanction the cand by no Ltwr than the end of this week

Pensches the three prodessional houls, the five matcut lights on
Ahe cunnd wll b mmnack o o past by bocul Bosers. Dan Hizgine, cooch
of the Grncle Prasrse Bosing Club, s o cdarge of setning up those
Iighes

The Bdmonaton promoters for the vand will he an Gramde Prnne
leter hin week to anmesnce more details comceming e evem
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Daren Zenner camp wants tough

By KEVIN PILLING
Herald-Tribune staff

It's all business in the Daren
Zenner camp now that the local
boxer has arrived in Grande Praine
10 train in earnest for his profession-
al boxing debut on Jan. 24.

The 18-year-old, up-and-comer
rolled into the Swan City on Friday,
accompanied by his manager Stan
Miller and trainer Curtis Cokes.
Zenner and Cokes will be conduct-
ing daily public workouts at | p.m.
in the Renford Inn. As the fight
nears, other boxers on the card will
be coming to the city and joining in
at the workouts.

Cokes, undisputed welterweight
champion of the world from 1966-
69, fought professionally |14 times.
He's been training fighters since
1974, In addition to Zenner, Cokes
also trains Anthony “Two Guns™
Williams who will be fighting Brian
Davenport in the card’s 10-round
main event.

At a press conference Friday
afternoon, Zenner's camp also re-
leased some additional information
about the card to be held in the
Johnny Macdonald Arena

Zenner was scheduled to fight a
boxer named Gord Whittaker in his
debut but that has been changed.
Replacing Whittaker on the card is a
scrapper from Dallas-Fort Worth
named Sugar Ray Haines who'll
battle Zenner for six rounds. With a
6-5 record as a professional, Haines
figures to be pretty stiff competition
for Zenner to be up against in his
first pro fight,

But that's the way Cokes wants it.

“A lot of times people come to
misunderstand that because akid is a
white boxer he can’t fight,” Cokes
said in his southern drawl. “Like the
Gerry Cooney's, they always get
built up by fighting a bunch of stiffs.

“Well, I can assure you this won't
happen with Darren, We're not
going to bring in a bunch of guys to
fall down for him because | won't be
a part of that. | didn’t do that when |
was fighting and Daren doesn't want
to do that cither.”

Despite nearly as many losses as
wins, Cokes doesn't figure Haines
10 be an casy mark for Zenner.
Cokes said he doesn’t place too
much weight on a fighter's record.

“1I'd like to erase that 15-0 stuff.”
Cokes said. “It doesn't really make
good sense to me. The TV people
like that. They can put you on the
television and say your 20-0, your
undefeated and make it sell.

“But you could have defeated
who? Twenty grandmas, so that
doesn’t mean 100 much.”

Besides the Williams-Davenport,
10-round main event and Zenner's
six-round war with Haines, one
other professional bout will be held.
Zenner's manager said the com-

opponents starting from Day 1.

3 b

Daren Zenner works out by chasing targets set by trainer Curtis Cokes.

batants aren’t finalized as yet but he
expects itto be a heavyweight affair.

Not only will the card have the
three pro bouts but five amateur
fights featuring boxers from the
Grande Prairie Boxing Club. At the
press conference, the five local
fighters that will be on the card were
announced. Todd Reum, Gary
Bredeson, Curtis Lizotte, Tom
Prince and Quinton Ferguson will
get the chance to perform in front of
a crowd promoters are hoping will
exceed the 3,000 mark. Tickets for
the fight, ranging from $12-25, are
on sale at ticket outlets throughout
Grande Prairie.

Zenner said while tramning in
Texas with Cokes he had the oppor-
tunity 1o see his opponent and the
local fighter isn't taking him lightly.

I saw him in the gym one time and
| guess he's pretty big, all muscled-
up,” Zenner said about Haines. “But

like Curtis said, I'm not going to
fight a bunch of stiffs. | want to learn
how to fight and when 1 do get a shot
af the title in a few years hopefully |
can win it.”

Cokes has very high hopes for
Zenner. The trainer said he's had the
chance to know some great boxers in
his life - Cokes counts Ali, Foreman
and Frazier as acquaintances - and
he thinks Zenner has got what it
takes to be a world champion

“Daren’s been to school with me
down in Texas and we've been
teaching him how to fight,” Cokes
said. “He'll pretty soon have his
PhD when he'll become a world
champion. I think Daren’s one of the
greatest talents Canada’s ever pro-
duced. | don’t know how the people
of Canada let him get away and get
to me."”

Cokes feels so positive about
Zenner's future that the traner

Staff Photo by Kevin Pilling

previously predicted a world cham-
pionship for Zenner within two
years. Acknowledging that may
have been too rosy a picture, Cokes
still feels Zenner's destined for
greatness  somewhere  down  the
road.,

“I might have been rushing it a bit
when | said he'll be o world
champion in 18 months but he's got
so much talent that's still possible.™
Cokes said

In the meantime, Zenner said he's
ready 1o start paying his dues. He's
going 1o take his blossoming career
one day at a time starting with his
Jan. 24 date in the Swan City. But he
admitted he can’t help but look
forward to the day when he gets his
shot at greatness

“If 1 get a chance at a world title,”
Zenner said, 1 don’t just want to
knock on the door. | want to blow it
down "
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Zenner talking dealwith Top Rank Boxing

DAREN ZENNER

By TODD MAXWELL
Herald-Tribune stafl

Daren Zenner would like 1o reassemble the pieces
of his boxing career

The career was left in o shambles when promoters
(West-Can Promotions) pulled the pin on a proposed
fight card thut was 10 have featured his pro debut at the
Johnny Macdonald Areni. Jan. 24th

Within the few days that followed the collipse of
thit cand, a disillusioned Zenner, |18, wound up in a
fight at & Jocal bar and betore the night ended. found
himself facing assuub charges after scufthing with
cell mate.

Zenner feels he has learned the hard way how
difficult i can be 1o leam aggression in the ong all day
and then turn the switch off when he walks out the
gym door at night

“It was unprofessioni] what 1 did, but when the
cund went down my whole world fell in on me and |
was feeling sorry for myself. | couldn't believe it, und
it (lighting incadents) just happened. Bul, you learn
from your mistakes, and | realize now | can’t put
myself ina position where it could happen again. You
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can't blame a fighter for having an edge where vou
don’t take crap from a guy who provokes you just
because of who you are. Most good fighters have an
edge, il they don’t, they "Il Lack something in the ring
All you can do is avord situations where that can
happen (he provoked) ™
But Zenner hasn't given up on his dream o
someday be o world champion, He's continued
training in Edmonton aver the past several weeks. and
now it appears that things may be taking a tum for the
better for the Grande Prairie-bom middieweight
America’s Top Rank Boxing, a promotional team
thut regularly has fight cards televised inthe LS. has
reportedly shown interest in Zenner and would like
him 1o join their stable of fighters on a five-year deal
But Zenner suys he would first have to prove himsel
“I's o conditional thing, | would have to show
them what 1've got and they'd have 1o like what they
see,” said Zenner by telephone from Edmonton
“The guy who flew up from Vegas and talked to me
seemed really nice and everything The deal they
want is five years, which 1s too long | think, but |
don’t have too much 1o say anymore. | just want to get
fighting.™

Zenner says that the Top Rank promoters would
also receive 40% of the take on all his fights while he
15 under contract with them

Top Runk would like Zenner to move to Las Vegas
as s00n as possible 1o train at Johnny Tocco's gym
where world heavyweight contender Evander Holy-
field currently punches the bags. And, that would
likely put Zenner's pro debut back in the foresceable
future

But. one snag stands in the way of all that. Zenner
is currently under a court order 1o not leave Alberta
until after his scheduled court appearance late next
month

“I talked to my lawyer and there’s a chance we
might be able to get that (court order) lifted, | should
know in a day or two,” says Zenner optimistically . 1
don’t think they "Il hold it against me for wanting to go
back 10 work ™

1t's not known who will train Zenner in Las Vegas,
but former world welterweight champion Curtis
Cokes, who has trained Zenner extensively over the
past year, has apparemtly given him a green light on
the Top Rank deal
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Daren Zenner lowers rating
of Top-Rank sparring partner

By KEVIN PILLING
Herald-Tribune staff

Daren Zenner took another  step
owards rebuilding his boxing career
which was all but shattered after a
cancelled boxing card here in Grande
Prairic in January and subsequent
crimmnal charges stemming from a
disturbance at a city bar and RCMP
jatl cell Tast month.

Yesterday, Zenner was in Edmon-
ton’s Panther Gym sparring with an
opponent provided by representatives
ol Top Rank Boxing. The promotion-
al team is renowned for it's televised
boxing cards on the ESPN sports
network in the United States. Zenner
says Top Rank has shown interest in
bringing him into its stable of fighters
and vesterday s sparring performance
in Edmonton may have sealed the
network’s decision

“I made him look like a fool.”
Zenner says  of the Top-Rank
provided sparring opponent. “It’s the
sharpest 've felt in a long ime

“1was feeling good like this when |
wis in Grande Prairie then things got
shot down.”™ Zenner says of his time
spent in the Swan City i January
preparing tor his professional boxing
debut. The card was cancelled when
promoters pulled the plug less than
two weeks from the hight date

“1 sort of lost hope there for awhile
but | “ve got 1t back again and 1t’s a
nice teeling.”™

Now the Grande Prane-born mid
dlewerzht says he just has toawait the
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outcome of his court case at the end of
this month betlore he takes another
step towards getting his carcer back

on track. He says Top Rank wants
him to go to Las Vegas and trion at
Johnny Tacco’s Gym. the same club
that heavyweight contender Evander
Holly ficld works out at

Zenner says he figures he'll be n
Las Vegas by May 1011 things don’t
turn sour in court. He says Top Rank
has arranged an apartment for him to
live in while he's there

Since his fledgling carcer took a
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nosedive in January, Zenner's been
lett on his own to try and pick up the
pieces. His previous tramer, former
world welterweight champion Curtis
Cokes. s back at his gym in Texas
while Zenner stayed i Alberta

The local boxer wasn't going to let
himselt be counted out though. He
says he's been keeping in shape at his
home i Bezanson “domng lots of
roadwork and swit™ while awaiting
his trial. Now he’'s happy 1o have the
chance 1o look forward o getting
back i the gym and into the hands ol
professionals

“"When [ get down there (Las
Vegas) | guess they 're going to put
me through a boot-camp and after that
they're going to start me fighting
every three weeks

“They want to move me fast
carclully — but fast.”

Cokes. Zenner's triend as well as
tramner. was in touch with the boxer
_\t‘\ll'ltlil) and took the news ol |U[‘
Rank's apparent otfer with mixed
emotions

“He told me to watch i, anything
can happen.” Zenner says ol Cokes’
advice. “But he's happy tor me
There's nothing anybody can do, |
just have to go down there and tight
and see il | can make it with the big
bovs

‘What 1t's going to take now that's
difterent than in the past s the hile
things 've got to do now . Be i bed
by 10 every night and up by five every
day and 1 have to stay out of trouble
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Daren Zenner wins pro debut in Vegas

By TODD MAXWELL
Herald-Tribane staff

It was & Jonz and winding rowd. Het
Duren Zenner o winting (0 ke where o
led

The Grande Praine-bom muddicw ekt
100 poands) climbed theough the opes
for hes prolessonal boxing debut ot the
Duncs Motel in Lan Vegas, Nevada,
Monday night. and after the scheduled
four rounds agamst an opponest namel
Ererpue Perez fomm Jaurcz, Mexico, (he
fong amd soenetines Trntrating joustiey
thue heought him s that pomt seomed all
wirthwhale

Zemner knocked down the S-3 seterm of
cighl professionul Gighes Tune 0 (e firs
moend with a nght uppercst, lelt ook,
straght-right combination afler an actioe-
pochod round where the two lighters went
LU IS

=1 was gomg o give Bim a sucker panch
when he wons down om wll Fowrs, b the
reberee zrabhod me and 1obd me 1 ooukdn't
o that wnd he sk me o the meatial
comser,” sald Zonaer of the wild openiez
romnd Dt actually gave am abost a 15

coumt (time wise ) He win still dazed when
Be pot wp and T eshad an and landed o
couple more but he got e o headhonh
annl bkl on 1 e Bl went

The cromd of 1000 poople that packed
the Duaes Sallroom responded with o
stunchmg ovation alter the Iwo Ligwtens
finkshod poing 1 war for (hroe nvmuses

The hight setibad down alier i o
Zenner hegun wo notice his hands gotting
s from bl Peres 1o the hoead

We were wving bt ounce ghnwes and
ot seomed ke T was punsching o nxh e
woes Sough |l b wilh some big shots
and bed g give mc adin look and beep
commp A

Zenmer Believes he wom coch roumd
vastly m the nmamimoes decnaoa e
he can only remember petting his once of
any coaseymencye. sl by sanl i1 dwin’y
hun

The Zenner Percz boat wis on the
undercand ol b Dosekl Stkes Gene
Fletcher punior weltorweizhn N et vaw
Stokes woorc i sy roumd vtory

Zeaner. whivhad & 7 | aricus careet in
Alberta imd Leer in Tevas wnder fomer
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workl welerwerght  champion  Custis
Cohes. bad 1 wan sdisost o vear lor his
v alebut alder twming peo last fall A
Cieuncle Praie lighe cand st was 1o have
Teaterad the Bezumvon-rused fighicr o
vanceliod in Januasy

Panner Promotions out of Las Ve »
Tandbing the gt cands of Zenmer and his
stabbomase — another whine fighter ont of
Termessoe samed Clark Earbs - whio alse
won hes professsonal debur on the cand

10 wirs just an unecal thnll so fnally ece
o there. o wins @ deean " sl Zenner by
tekephone. “There wans TV heghlighis on
the Late nows and they called ws (Zenmner
and  Earlst pp-and-comers with bragly
Tutures

Zenner ok the Tight om one ki '
motioe aller the ongimal opponen for Poses
P hed ot al the Last mimune

Johnny (Toccen mbed me o | wan
pterested and | osad sure, Fm tinad o
traimenz withoul ever lighne. He win |
ety gonnd opponent For my fiest Hzhe K
was i it a gamble deviese we bnew
nothing about him

B 1y st Bagpps 4 b o the sl |

Techms sanle bs e imch better suised fir
e [ g
Awl. 2 et people can) s 'm

tabang oo B packed igmers hecane |
ok the fight w the L sume lor
somedody e 1 anything. | thab Peres
thought | was the hand pacied fighicr
became he came oun all macho and hoe
oy e Bor thae dda't st omg

Zenner siss s nest fighe o schodulod
b Judy 16, sl the Dunes And then
the 19y ol Bopes wosetsrn 1o Alher
v e w tentainely pescild i o
Sizht o the Lesdorosnd of the Ken Lokt
Gieorpe Foevman host i Edmonson, July
3|

Jenney admits theee Detts inide of &
mwth e st pace. Bl e wants 10 ke
the hights when he can getthens. He hopes
wr e ot et erghn Dighes under bas belt
by the ond o 1 o

e ke SAON Bt B bt ST per
ot Pl e er, prosisaers as e tohd him
I he can el ogether esen @ uadest
winnmg ical ova e aed s
methe e cam enpect 1o A nukong 10
thes et moch
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Flght cancellation‘blessing in disguise’

By KEVIN PILLING
Hersld-Tribune staff

Daren Zeamer dudn’t et a chance to up hix
baning recond 10 240 last might in Las Vegas
Tike he was supposed to, but sasd it may huve
Been “a blessing i disgusse.”

Zenser win schedubod 10 ke on Lewis
Amato, 3 mevicun fighter with a purponed
recond of 5.3 But Amato dicdn't show and she
muddleweight feght at he Dunes Howl was
cancelled

“We tned o find samcbody tosiep in ull day
fong." Zenmer sald from Lis Vegas kst nght
“Nodody would take me on one gy motice

“1 thank at's sont of 4 blessing n disgune
though My hands were peetty beat up d now

DAREN ZENNER

The Daily Herald-Tribune

| can pet "em healed so | cun bave 2 it of crack
when | come up there ™

Zenner was referring s developments that
should wee him fight i Edmomon July 31

“The comtract cane through by fax day ™
the Grande Praine-bom boxer said. “I'll be
fighting on the Forerman-Lakusta cand al the
end of the month ™

Zenmer said he doesa’t have any detaih ye
about bis opponent, but does know 1L will be
somehody who is boxing in the Lis Vegas anva
nght sow . Bosing promeners ofiwes hrng
bosers from the sume arca o fll i their
undercands

“I'im rcally excined but | just wish §ooub) go
up with a 240 record. But people up there are
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200m2 0 20t b see what |oan do and ol's goung
tobe on TV and st so m losskong fiwwanl
Wi

Zenmer alvo sand be s ot potg 1 be patiing
mach stk in s boser s recond from hore on in
Whion Be ook om Mesico s Emtrgae Perez i few
weeks apo, e thoupht he was oy up agams
u fighser with less than 10 fights 8o his coredul

It turns out that wass 't s

Twas tlhimg toa tramer tomght aed | Sousd

oue the guy hadd 25 fghis usder anther name
and Bad Tought undor anvther manwe alier thin
Zenset saud

Fen et going 8o lwk ur records oo sush
ary e 10 E wonld have knows his recond. 1
probabiy soukdnthave been e 1o hnock lem

domn i the fist round bevause | woskl've
been womed aboue it

While Zennerdadn’t got uchumoe o Fighe last
nmight. Clark Earls, Zenner's stabdemine ol
Joduny Tacoo's Gyimin Las Vegas did. Zenner
st Eards was throwen i way over his head,
bt mamaged %0 wan the Tight usyway

He ek was awesone. He oot hosad the
g | e P

Despite mosang a3 fight he was kokng
forward o, Zemmer sand be s sl pretty luppy
with the way thimgs west for him wodsy. He
s ol for the cancelled fight and 1 news
oo Edbawvnton ook 2 1ol the sting out o the
camoct latwon

it be i (Edmonten ) shout July 28,
Zenner sand. 1 st can's want 8 fight
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Zenner KO’s management team
GP boxer prepares for second pro fight Monday

By JEFF McCOSHEN vongester won his debut, came Took up an an apartment that e lude

the  materal for thewr upoomme bight
Herald-Tribune stull ng tor mones amd Zenner balhed e ol swimmnng pool How can T says he docsa’t want an
Zenner also o) pone Biving con vortd Bivas e NVezas on ST gy ! mwoney trom Zenmer antd the mnd
l)."l‘“ /‘.""‘" III.',“" ."\ ”I«."Il":\ ‘|||l|’|\ LA B L (8 'l“" | Ill\’ Hakin l-'x o ll: "l\'l n the hieht bus \11 woiei cls el ,I" el
ment feim carbier this week

the mwne o

i, Zenner foum s o 000 v ours ] s gy minasium I othink the Rads 2ot o pownd
eIt patting up with a cochroach Tas been assovted with the hkes of - fotuee.” Toveo sand of Zener T
mbested apartment. Tooadditin, AU fommer beasswerghts Lamy Holines

Now he hopes o do the sanwe o
Tony Peres when he steps it thy

ot sonng to det o down ke they
ring Monday i Las Vegas for 1

{ M ler b Zennes g o allomance  and Mibe Weaser Just this weeh.  dud

SO i 1 Al ¢ os 1

second Deht of tis budding profes- 0y vordd Beas swerght Clampion Buster Now that the sitwation s Clearcd

stonal career This  hid stsd ot tor three  Doughis amd Eaamder Hols Held were  upy, Zennet is 1ree b coneentrate o
The IXvear-old Grande Pranmx

native dropped  an advisory  team Awnth hd T de t /e i L) A Hm - prootiona " DAREN ZENNER
headed by Stan Miller of Edmonton
after the youngster found himselt fost
on a el of broken promises He
now under the tutelage of 8O- year-old
Johnny Towco, who operates the well
hoown Ringside Clob om Las Vegas
They started talhimg crazy . sand

Zenner 1 okd them “Fdon 't have o
do anythimg. Fmthe one tahing the
punches s me D have o worry
ubout Not them

Zenner decided he'd had enough
with has toemer handlers when they
told lim they would require 45 per
cent of the carmings from bis Tirst few
fights

Zeanet sand the miteal understand
mg wans that he would use whatever
money he made i his first seven
Bouts o support hmselt. But Miller
wha had dropped Zenner as a chem
only o ke him back  atter the
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Daren Zenner rings up another victory

By TODD MAXWELL
Herald-Tribune staff

Bezanson's Daren Zenner chalked up
another win in his young professional box-
ing career Thursday night, but he had to
ring Norman's bell a couple times to do it.

Zenner, now fighting out of New York
under the tutelage of Tommy Gallagher,
found himsell pitted against a hometown
boy when he took on Philadelphia's
(Stormin’) Norman Bell at that city's ‘leg-
endary house of pain’, the Blue Horizon,

The fight was on the undercard of a Top
Rank Boxing matchup between Sergei
Artemiev - algo trained by Gallagher -

BOXING

and Philadelphia's Bryant Paden. The
card was televised by ESPN,

Zenner fought as a light heavyweight
for the first time against Bell, who
weighed in at 175 to Zenner's 171, And it
looked for a while that those four pounds
and slight height and reach advantages
would be too much for the Grande Praine-
born pugilist.

Bell lived up to his moniker and came
out storming and had Zenner in a bit of

The Daily Herald-Tribune
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trouble near the end of the first round
But the story changed in the second round
of the hout scheduled for four

Zenner started scoring with some big
right hands and dropped Bell to the can-
vass 50 seconds in when he polished off a
combination with a right uppercut

Zenner landed more heavy blows in the
third round and put Bell down with a
right hook with 30 seconds to go. But de-
spite having the ‘North Philly' fighter in
trouble a couple times, Zenner was unable
to put him away.

Bell finished strong and landed some
shots as the clock ran down in the fourth

round when Zenner appeared to tire.

One judge saw the fight even but two
judges awarded 10-8 rounds for the
knockdowns in the second and third and
both scored the fight 38-36 giving Zenner
a majority decision.

That improved the 20-year-old's pro
record to 6-0-1 while Bell dropped to 2-2.
Both fighters were 10-1 as amateurs,

The ESPN coverage crew saw Bell land
98 of 235 punches thrown, while Zenner
landed just 77 of 201. But Zenner won the
fight by landing the more telling blows.

Artemiev won the main event over
Paden by a unanimous decigion.
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Zenner shows flare for the dramatic
Local fighter scores knockout win in dying seconds of bou

By TODD MAXWELL
Herald-Tribune staff

Daren Zenner may soon attract a huge
following if he can continue to display the
combination of a flare for the dramatic
and the ability to end a fight with one
punch,

Boxing fans love both

Bezanson's Zenner, now fighting out of
Heartsdale, New York, extended his un-
beaten string to 7-0-1 with three KO's as
a professional with a knockout victory on
a Top Rank Boxing card in Monticello
last night. But it wasn't a run-of-the-mill
knockout. In fact, it was, well, dramatic

Zenner, 20, found himself pitted
against a 28-year-old from Brooklyn
named Moses Lewis, who only had four
fights on his pro record at 2-1-1 with a
KO, but as an amateur, Lewis did have a
New York State Golden Gloves title to his
credit.

Zenner, who stands 6-foot-2 and
weighed in at 174 pounds for the light
heavyweight bout, started strong in the
scheduled four-rounder. He landed 32

unches to Lewig's 16 to clearly win
Round 1

Lewis fought a much better second
round before being staggered by a Zenner
right hand with a minute to go. But

BOXING

“One of the most dramatic
knockout wins we've had in a
long, long time."

-~ Fight commentator Al Bamstien

Lewis finished the round strong and was
the busier fighter in the third round as
well, scoring well with a series of punches
that pinned Zenner on the ropes,

Zenner still had an 86-77 edge in land-
ed punches after three rounds according
to ESPN-TV's account, and fight analyst
Wally Matthews said he had given all
three rounds to the Grande Prairie-born
fighter but that the second and third
rounds were close and the fight could go
the other way,

And for a while, it appeared as though
it might. Lewis fought a superb fourth
round and for two and a half minutes it
even looked as though he might steal the
fight, depending on the judges’ interpre-
tation

But in the dying seconds of the fight,
Zenner rendered all the judges' score-
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cards irrelevant. Zenner, with his back
against the ropes, landed a right upper-
cut with 20 seconds left. Lewis tied up
Zenner and winked at his cornermen to
gignify that he never really felt it, But
when they broke the clinch with five sec-
onds to go, Zenner lunded a right hand
that Lewis did feel

The bomb dropped Lewis to the canvas
and you cannot be saved by the bell in
any round according to the boxing regula-
tions in the state of New York

So, while referee Seth Rubinstien was
in the process of counting Lewis out, the
bell rang. Technically, the knockout now
goes in the record book at 3:06 of the
third round.

Mutthews said that in 12 years of Top
Rank boxing coverage, he could never re-
call a fight ending that way before where
a fighter was not saved from being
knocked out by the bell. In the old days,
the fight would have been declared n
draw or a no-decision

Fellow commentator Al Bernstien
summed the fight up by saying "Zenner
{:rnvulcx us with one of the most dramatic

nockout wins we've had in a long, long
time"

In the main event, Doug DeWitt won by
split decision over Ontario's Dan Sherry

ot p 24
DAREN ZENNER
~ended it with one punch
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Zenner back
in the ring

Daren Zenner will climb
back into the ring tonight to
take on a fighter from South
Carolina in Atlantic City, New
Jersey,

The 20-year-old from
Bezanson takes an impressive
record of eight wins and one
draw into the scheduled six-
rounder, which is part of a
fight card being televised on
ESPN.

Zenner, who has pulled out
some fights in the later
rounds, likes the fact that he’s
secured a six-round bout.

“I always seem to get my
second wind at the end of the
fourth round,” he noted.

In his last fight in July, the
light heavyweight scored a
unanimous decision over a
Casey Trusdale of North
Carolina.

About four weeks, Zenner
developed a kink in his neck
sparring that he’s still not
quite over. Even with the
bothersome injury, which has
been diagnosed as minor
whiplash, Zenner declared
himself ready to go tonight.
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Zenner’s
knockout
win under
protest

BOXING

By JEFF McCOSHEN
Herald-Tribune staff

Daren Zenner is quickly
discovering that, in the sport
of boxing, what happens in
the ring is only half the battle.

The 20-year-old from
Bezanson finds himself em-
broiled in a battle involving
his trainer, Tommy Gallagher,
and the trainer of an opponent
Zenner knocked out in a fight
in Atlantic City, New Jersey
two weeks ago

OUTCOME PROTESTED

The tramner of South Caroli-
na hghter Michael Payne,
whom Zenner knocked out in
the fourth round, has protest-
ed the outcome of the fight on
the grounds that Zenner
didn’t undergo a drug test af-
ter the bout and also because
no officials were on hand to
witness the taping of Zenner's
gloves

Zenner concedes that both
are valid points, but says only
because no officials eame to
his dressing room.

“It’s not like we were hiding
or anything,” Zenner said
from New York. “It was par-
tially our fault, I guess, but
we didn't foresee that this
would happen.”

A similar complaint was
ficlded against another of Gal-
lagher's fighters, Sergie
Artemiev

Zenner and Artemiev, who

e
DHT File Photo

Local boxer Daren Zenner may again have to knock out his
most recent opponent to settle the score orice and for all.

both won in convincing fash-

ion, could have the result of

their  respective fights
stripped from their records
Zenner upped his mark to
nine wins and one draw in
his 10 professional bouts with
the knockout
his professional career.

A more likely scenario,
said Zenner, would be to have
the knockout removed from
his record, but his record
would remain at 9-0-1. And,
he will probably have to give
Payne a rematch.

“l don't mind that at all,”
said Zenner. “I'm going to
hurt him worse next time.

“If we fought 100 times, I'd

— the fourth of

beat him 99 times and this
next one 1s not going to be
that one time for him,”

Zenner says he's doing his
best to take the whole
schmozzle in stride, noting
that boxing has become
known for this sort of thing,

“It’s just a big pile of bull,”
he said. “We didn’t do any-
thing wrong. I mean, we
didn’t put lead in gloves or
anything like that.”

Zenner's bout followed an
ESPN-televised heavyweight
battle between former world
champion Tony Tubbs and
Bruce Seldon.

Tubbs won that fight by a
unanimous decision
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Staff File Photo by Christine Vanzella

Local fighter Daren Zenner will climb into the professional
boxing ring tonight for the first time in almost two months.

Zenner back in
action tonight

By TODD MAXWELL
Herald-Tribune staff

Bezanson's Daren Zenner
yesterday took a fight on a
few hours notice for a profes-
sional boxing card that goes
tonight in Newark, New Jer-
sey.

But it's not as if the 21-
year-old light heavyweight is

going into the bout out of

shape. Zenner was originally
scheduled to fight on another
card on Dec. 9, but that deal
fell through late last week.

SCHEDULED ANYWAY

“I was scheduled to fight
anyway so it was no prob-
lem,” said Zenner by tele-
phone yesterday. “When they
phoned our gym looking for a
light heavyweight, Tommy
(trainer Tom Gallagher) said
‘we have one here all ready
to go.”

Zenner puts his 9-0-1 pro
record on the line against an
11-4 black fighter who will
be in front of a partisan
hometown crowd

“I get to be the guy with
the black hat again, but I'm
used to that,” Zenner said

Zenner, who fights out of

BOXING

New York, is also scheduled
to fight Dec. 23, and tenta-
tively on Jan. 24 in Atlantic
City. That would keep him
on track for his personal goal
of fighting four times before
March 6th, when he is pen-
cilled in to fight in Madison
Square Gardens on the un-
dercard of the Pernell Wit-
taker-Buddy McGirt world
welterweight title fight.

Wittaker, a former undis-
puted lightweight champion
of the world, will be out to
win his third title after also
winning a junior lightweight
title. He is No. 2 in the world
in the pound-for-pound rat-
ings.

McGirt is a reigning wel-
terweight champion

Zenner's last fight was
nearly two months ago when
he disposed of South Caroli-
na's Michael Payne in At-
lantic City. Zenner knocked
Payne out in the fourth
round, but later had the KO
distinction stripped from the
win because of a technicality
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Zenner
headed for
a showdown

By TODD MAXWELL
Herald-Tribune staff

It 1 world title fight

BOXING

s not Far from

e ripe for the picking
I'he difference is I've been fighting

But for local boxer Daren Zenner it |

m ‘,_'iﬁ 15 well be

Zenner. 21, who hails from Bezan- @ lot tougher guys. They've built (his
son but now fight ut of New York, record up
has signed a contract to put his 10.0-2 “They're (Devalle’s camp) taking me
record on the line against Louis (Hon-  lightly because I'm actually a super
ey Boyv) Devalle in u battle of unbeat- middl
en professional Light h eights o i got a fast, snappy jab and a
March 6th in Madison Square Garder good left hand but no hook at all,”
I'he fight will be on the unc \re Zenner of his opponent, who is
f the Pernell Wittaker-Buddy MeGirt  ranked in the top five light heavy
rld welterweight title bout welghts in New York state, “The hard-

est thing about the fight will be

BIG FIGH] slowing him down, He runs like (Hee-

“It's like m orld title figh said  tor) Camacho. If he finds out he can't
Zenner by telephone th ¢ “It's  hurt you early, he'll stick and move
like I've been waiting my whole life for  the whole fight, That's why 1 want to
this one have a shootout with him in the first

Zenner was oripinal cheduled to round because | don't want to chase
fight tonight on a card Atlantic City  after him all night.”
but he had to drop out because the D Both fighters will make roughly
valle contract now prohibits either  £5.000 ULS and the winner of the bout
fighter { tuking o bout before the has been promised a spot in the world
March 6th showdowr ight heavyweight (175 pounds) rank-

Devalle s ) record with  ings by at least one sanctioning body

even knocl t Zenner isn't lromcally, Zenner plans to move
ared ofTh 1 down to super middleweight from now

Zenner wing up against a  on because he feels the division's 168
taler feels Devalle ma und t is his ideal fighting

DHT File Photo

Local fighter Daren Zenner has agreed to put his unbeaten 10-0-2 pro record
on the line in a showdown fight with 10-0 Louis Devalle of New York

weight when he traings hard for a “All the sparring, all the t i

fight. The 6-foot-2 Zenner has been  and all the roadwork will be done. I'm
fighting at about 172 pounds for se taking ext ire lor th me 11}

eral month beats me, he's really going to have t

It's a very important fight for both  earn it

of us. A win would open a lot of doors Devalle ut ind Zenner

but whoever loses 15 going to be set mp reat ini efthan |
back quite a nt sSparrir ren
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Zenner ‘out-slicked’ in Madison Square Garden

By TODD MAXWELL
Herald-Tribune staff
Bezanson's Daren Zenner won a few
battles but lost the war Saturday night
in New York's Madison Square Garden
Zenner, 21, lost a six-round, majority
decision to New York's Louis (Honey
Boy) Devalle in front of 12,000 noisy
fight fans, but both professional light
heavyweight boxers paid a price.
Devalle, 25, improved to 11-0 with
seven knockouts when two judges gave
him four of the six rounds, but the third
Jjudge saw the fight even, likely award-
ing Zenner & 10-8 round in the fourth.
In that round, Zenner caught his 25-
year-old opponent with a left hook that
sent Devalle to the canvas for the first
time in his career. However, the punch
re-fractured a bone in Zenner's left

BOXING

hand that he had originally injured a
few years ago when he was fighting out
of Las Vegas. Zenner still has a pin in
the hand from the first time it was re-
paired.

From that point on in the fight, Zen-
ner knew he would be giving up rounds
in hopes of landing a big right hand to
salvage the bout with a knockout. But
catching up to Devalle - known for his
stick-and-move skills - would not be
a8y

It wasn't until the last half of the fi-
nil round that Zenner managed to land
some decent punches with his right
that opened up a cut over Devalle's left

The Daily Herald-Tribune
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eye. The cut required 11 stitches follow-
ing the fight, but Devalle had escaped
with a win,

“No excuses, 1 got out-slicked,” said
Zenner of the outcome. “He took a beat-
ing but he scored more points. 1 told
him during the fight that he couldn’t
run forever, but in a six-rounder he got
away with it

“After 1 hurt my hand [ tried to set
up the right but | waited a little too
long. After the knockdown he would
flurry and run, Nurry and run. He was
slick. He had good legs and he could
run. He was tough to cut off. 1 couldn't

et him settled down enough to catch
im flush *

Zenner, whose record slips to 10-1-2,
remaing upbeat about taking the first
loss on his pro record.

“I don't feel 1 lowered my stock at all,
Everybody knew he ran and nearly ran
out of time. His eye was nearly swelled
shut”

RING NOTES: Pernell Witaker
won u unanimous decision over Buddy
MceGirt in the main event. With the
win, Witaker - a former undisputed
lightweight champ - takes McGirt's

BC welterweight title and elimbs into
the world's top three in pound-for-
pound ratings.. Zenner's truiner/mans
ager, Tommy Gallagher, made Devalle's
camp an offer for n remateh but report-
edly got no interest... Zenner, who will
see a specialist next week, believes his
hand will have him out of action for six
wouks... Zenner earned 85,000 US. for
the fight... On fighting in Madison
Square Garden: *“Wow, what a rush”
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A look

at the

darker side

Promising fighter suffers
career-ending brain injury

By TODD MAXWELL
Herald-Tribune staff

Grande Prairie's Daren
Zenner knows of the danger
inherent to the sport of box-
ing, but last week he had to
take a closer look at it than
ever before

Zenner, 21, fights out of
Tommy Gallagher's gym in
New York and has a profes-
sional record of 10-1-2. But he
was shaken by the sport re-
cently in a way far more dev-
astating than from any punch
he's taken on the chin

Sergei Artemiev, a best
friend of Zenner's who fought
out of the same gym under
Gallagher, spent a week in a
coma after collapsing in the
10th round of his USBA 12.
round lightweight title fight
March 21 in Atlantic City,
N.J.

Neurosurgeons operated
that night for a life-threaten-
ing rupture of a vein connect-
ing the brain and the
protective membrane encas-
ing it. The injury also caused
dangerous swelling of the 24-
year-old's brain

Artemiev, who emigrated
from Russia three years ago
to turn pro, was upgraded
from critical to serious last
Tuesday

Doctors induced his coma

BOXING

with paralytic drugs and
sedatives to keep him still in
hopes his swollen brain would
heal. On the weekend he was
removed from life support ma-
chines and doctors stopped
giving him paralytics
Artemiev 1sn't brain-dead but
it's too early to tell whether
he's suffered permanent brain
damage or how long a recov-
ery will take

BEST FRIEND

*It really bothers me, he's a
hest friend of mine,” said Zen-
ner by telephone, “Even when
it happens to someone you
don't know, you say it's too
bad and it's bad for boxing.
But when it happens to a
friend it's really tough to
swallow."

Zenner says that at least
two fighters in their gym, and
possibly more, are going to re-
tire after facing the grim real-
ity of Artemiev's injury

“The guys wind up being
under a lot of pressure to quit,
mostly from their wives and
mothers, people close to
them,” says Zenner, “Every-
body who isn't a boxer says
‘why do you want to do that"

DMT File Photc

Local professional boxer Daren Zenner has had to face the fact his friend Sergei Artemiev
may have suffered permanent brain damage in a recent fight in Atlantic City.

But Zenner says other
sports, like rodeo’s bull riding
and auto racing, are also dan-
gerous and fear can't be part
of the equation for a top ath-
lete

“As far as me wondering if
it's going to happen to me, it
doesn't enter my mind. Every
time you go in the ring you
take a chance but it just can't
enter your mind.”

Artemiev can move his
limbs and open his eyes now,
and it is believed he reacts to
his wife's voice. He says a few
words incoherently and can-
not engage in conversation
yet.

Artemiev and his wife have
a three-month old baby.

“It wasn't like it was one
big punch,” said Zenner, “It
was from an accumulation of

punches, I felt something was
wrong because Sergei just
didn't seem like himself in
that fight."

Boxing experts felt
Artemiev, 18-1-1, would be a
world champion someday be-
cause of his dedication and
technical skills, But his box-
ing career 1s said to be over,
even if he makes a complete
recovery
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On the move

Bezanson boxer Daren Zenner ﬁghhng his way home

PAUL SPASOFF
Herald-Tribune staff

Daren Zenner is almost ready to
come home.

After nearly five years away, the
23-year-old native of Bezanson is
close to making his return but be-
fore he does, the professional
pugilist has one small thing to take
care of.

“My dream, when | left Grande
Prairie the last time, was not to re-
turn until | fought for the world t-
tle,” he said in a telephone
interview from his home in New
York. “I'm a fight away from it, so
when that happens I'll do it.”

Before he can receive a shot at
the world title though, he must first
dispose of Tony 'ﬁ;omton (36-6)
in the USBA national title bout.
Zenner, the United States Boxing
Association’s east region champion,
will face Thornton, 35, Jan. 17 in a
match that will be televised on the
USA Network from the Blue Hori-
zon in Philadelphia.

“T've studied tapes of him,” the
Grande Prairie-born fighter said.
“It’s gonna be a hell of a fight. It'll
definitely be my toughest.

RATED NO. 7

“I'm rated No. 7 by the Interna-
tional Boxing Federation and he's
No. 8 and has been in the top 10
for abour the last eight years. He's
an old rugged war horse.”

The Daily Herald-Tribune

Al -
though
Zenner
feels he is
ready for
the title

bout, his

prepara-
tions have
been
hampered
by injury.
Whllc hC ZENNER

as train-
mg last week, he suffered a contu-
sion over his ribs and was forced to
quit sparring,

“My timing was pretty good ac-
tually, I'm in pretty good shape,”
commented the 6- fgoot 2, 168-
pound Zenner, who fights as a su-
per middleweight. “I would have
liked to got more sparring in for the
fight because I only got two days
in.

“But the game for me is not so
much physical as it used to be —
it's more of a mental game now.
Physically you can only get in such
good a shape without overtraining,.
From there on out it's mental atti-
tude and whether you believe you're
a winner. That will determine
whether you go to the top or not.”

Zenner put himself in line for
the Thornton fight by knocking
out Adam Garland, an up-and-
comer with a 22-2 record, in the
12th round of their match in At-

Grande Prairie, Alberta, Canada e Fri, Jan 6, 1995Page 13

lantic City Aug. 25. In addition to
helping him ascend from obscurity
to No. 7 in the IBF rankings and
No. 19 in the World Boxing Coun-
cil rankings, the victory also im-
proved his record to 14-1 with
seven knockouts. However, he isn't
planning on flooring Thornton
with one punch.

“Evcrygody that I've fought as a
super middleweight I've knocked
out,” he said with a thick Bronx ac-
cent. “But with Thornton I'm not
going to look at trying to unload
on him unless I hurt him, because
he’s fought the best in the world
and has never been knocked out.
I'm just going to stay out of range
— I've got a longer reach and I'm
just going to outbox him.”

GETS A SHOT

Actually, how he wins is of no
real concern. As long as he gets past
Thornton, he gets a shot at a world
title and big-money purses.

“I got a two-fight deal,” Zenner
explained. “After I beat Thornton, |
fly to England to fight Chris Eu-
bank for the world title — the
World Boxing Organization super
mlddln:welg::l title. Then following
that fight, beating Eubank, I would
fight Roy Jones for the IBF super
middleweight title. And that’s a
money fight for me.

“So I've got some big fights lined
up if I can get over this one with
Thornton.”
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* MIRACLE PROMOTIONS, INC.

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

‘ PEPSI-COLA
PRESENTS

PROFESSIONAL BOXING IN WESTCHESTER

MAIN EVENT - USBA CHAMPION

DAREN ZENNER vs. MARC SIMMONS

SPECIAL GUEST ANNOUNCER

"STUTTERING JOHN"
OF THE HOWARD STERN SHOW
1-800-56-FIGHT

Friday, August 25, 1995 at 7:30 p.m.
WESTCHESTER MARRIOTT HOTEL - TARRYTOWN
plus 7 other exciting bouts
Ga - tickets: $50.00 - $37.50 - $27 50
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Zenner trades one set
of gloves for another

The former hockey player-turned boxer
highlights the ‘War in Westchester’ card.

By John Perney
Statf Writer

‘At the start, Daren Zenner’s
boxing career was on ice.

After all, the Hartsdale resi-
dent wasn't using boxing gloves.
He was too busy throwing off his
hockey gloves instead.

“I was suspended from hockey
when I was 13,” said Zenner, an
Edmonton, Alberta native who
moved to Westchester 3% years
ago. “1 wound up going to the
boxing gym and [ haven't
stopped.”

A 6-foot-1 super middleweight
who just turned 23, Zenner high-
lights tomorrow night's “War in

estchester” boxing card at the
Westchester Marriott Hotel in
Greenburgh. Zenner will bring
his 15-2-2 record into the ring for
a 10-round bout against Marc
Simmons of Queens.

Zenner, a right-hander, is cur-
rently ranked 12th by the Inter-
national Boxing Federation, but
at one point was the IBF's No. 7

Citizen Register

BOXING

super middleweight. That was
before a second-round technical
knockout loss to Tony Thornton
seven months ago.

“I was one shot from getting a
title fight,” said Zenner, hinting
at Thornton's September mat-
chup with IBF champion Roy
Jones, Jr.

Pete Brodsky, Zenner's trainer
for the past year, believes his
fighter is rebounding nicely from
that setback.

“A loss like that can ruin some
guys, but for others they can take
it and make themselves a better
fighter,” Brodsky said. “I think
Daren is going in that direction.”

Both Brodsky and Ron Scott
Stevens, matchmaker for Miracle
Promotions which is putting on
the card, described Zenner as
more of a stand-up puncher than
a boxer who dances around the
ring.

Ossining, New York e Thu, Aug 24, 1995Page 41

“He's a very hard hitter,” Ste-
vens said. “He's got the capabili-
ty to take someone out with one
punch. He's only a heartbeat
from getting a major ranking.”

Zenner himself admitted that
he likes to “rumble” when the
situation calls for it. But more
important, he's just looking for a
victory tomorrow over Simmons,
who he knows is better than
what his 5-8-2 mark suggests.

“He's tougher than Pete Mc-
Neeley was, and I'm not making
$25 million for it,” Zenner said.

If Zenner gets past Simmons,
his next fight will likely be in
early October against Canadian
Eric Lucas, ranked sixth by the
IBF.

Considering that a hockey
stick and skates often led Zenner
to the penalty box, he isn't sur-
prised about what he's accom-
plished with boxing gloves in the
ring.

“I definitely belong where I'm
at,” he said. “Hopefully, before
my next birthday, I'll be fighting
for a world title. If I get the right
opponents, hopefully I'll get a
shot.”
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Zenner in the

Herald-Tribune sports s

Daren Zenner is climbin
up the ladder. i@
After suffering a loss to Ta,
in a USBA super middle
last January, the 23-ye’

“After losing Pe to Thom‘
ple of months off, but no
come back,” said Zenner :
at 167 3/4 pounds for ton
Long Island N.Y. “I beat 2
er guys and now I'm rea
Zenner, currently rar
WBC, earned the title
strength of fourth-roun
Adam Garland and Mark
May and August res
add Frazier to that list.

“I think I can dump
of former heavyweight cha
zier's nephew, who lost a
sion to WBA llght heavy
Virgil Hill last year.
his uncle — uses a lot of le
hopefully I can use that to
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Zenner
champ
after win

PAUL SPASOFF

Herald-Tribune sports writer

Daren Zenner can now add
champion to his boxing résumé.

The 25-year-old Bezanson
produu won a 12-round decision
over Tyrone Frazier in Long Island,
N.Y,, Thursday night to sz the

Westchester, USBA and New York

State super mlddlcwcighr titles.

“It was a hell of a fight,” chne‘r‘

said in a thick Bronx accent afte
the fight. 1 beat the shit out of the
guy, but he wouldn't go to sleep. 1
threw everything but the kitchen
sink at him. It was an adrenaline
rush.”

Frazier, who is the nephew of

former heavyweight champion Joe
Frazier, caught Zenner with a left
hook in the second round and split
his eye open. However, after some
qmd\ patchwork by his curman,
Zenner took control of the fight —
which earned him a smndmg ova-
tion from the capacity crowd.

The Daily Herald-Tribune
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“I bounced him from ringpost
to ringpost,” Zenner, who im-
proved to 18-2 with 10 knockouts,
noted. “No one has ever knocked
this guy down before, but | think I
came the closest to doing it. In the
fifth and sixth rounds I really
pounded him.

“But this guy was tough. I
bought him a beer after the fight
and asked him why he didn't go
down. This guy has heart.”

The six-foot-two, 167-pound
Zenner, didnt come through the
fight unscathed, though. He re-
ceived six stitches over his eye and
suffered injuries to both hands.

Zenner 1s schcdulcd to step into
the ring again Dec. 1, however he
believes the fight \\l” have to be
rescheduled as the eye will take
around 90 days to heal.

When he does return he will be
working his way towards a world
title bout. /\lrhmwh Zenner esti-
mates he i1s two or three matches
away from fighting for a champi-
onship, he insists he won't make
the move untl he’s ready.

“Daren Zenner controls his own
destiny,” maintained Zenner, who
dedicated his latest victory to his
gl.mdhrhu who passed away on
the night of his last hg,lu “When I
feel I'm ready to win it, I'll g
ahead with it. But I dont want r()
fight no tomato cans to get it.

Zenner is planning to return to
Bezanson next May.
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Zenner will
get his title
shot after all

Herald-Tribune sports staff

After two weeks of uncertain-
ty, Daren Zenner says his title
fight with German Darius
Michalczewski, the World Box-
ing Organization’s top light
heavyweight, is on.

T Y Zenner
1 will fight
Michal-
B czewski, the
undefeated
|l German
whose
lrecord
il stands at
34-0 with
27 knock-
outs, Dec. 13 in Hamburg, Ger-
many.

“It’s a dream come true to
come from Bezanson and get a
chance to fight for a world title,”
Zenner, 20-2-0 and ranked
eighth by the WBO, said Mon-
day from New York.

An initial agreement for the
fight, which was originally sup-
posed to take place in Dussel-
dorf, was thrown into question
earlier this month when Roy
Jones Jr. was stripped of his
World Boxing Council light
heavyweight title for refusing to
fight Michael Nunn, the WBC'’s
No. 1 contgnder.”

ZENNER

It was fumofed”that Jones
wanted to fight Michalczewski
instead and if that had hap-
pened, Zenner would have been
the third man out.

But that didn’t materialize
and the fight was thrown back
into Zenner’s lap on Friday.
Zenner, who is battling bronchi-
tis and coming off of a recent
nose surgery, says he considered
turning it down after being left
in limbo for two weeks.

But the chance to fight for a
world title, even if it does leave
him just three weeks to train,
was too much in the end.

“I'm not one to turn things
down,” said Zenner, 27, who
will get $45,000 for the fight —
his biggest payday as a pro. “Be-
sides, I've got the tools to take
this guy.”

Zenner had his first full
workout for the fight yesterday
when he ran six miles and got in
a few rounds of sparring. He
plans to run eight miles a day
and is bringing in a former op-
ponent of Michalczewski’s as a
sparring partner.

Zenner, who has already seen
it all in his 10 years in the fight
game, has a hunch that Michal-
czewski’s people were just ‘jerk-
ing me around” with talk of a
postponement.

“He’s probably been running
up and down the Swiss Alps for
the past month getting ready.”
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Zenner confronts

Regrettable incident
years ago plays on

the mind of boxer

JON HARDING
Heorold-Tribune sports writer

aen Zenner wont duck bes past
Not the hearvay about an abrerca-
ad wath hes grandéather Not the
vow he made 1o Wands Zenner when he
kefr Bezamon Sor the very ke time

Nanne veans after declaring he wouldnt
be hack unul he lad his work] tie shor,
mumoes suround Zenner and an moden
with his late grandfather ke 4 black sobe

We did ger into an asguenent and we
did ger ineo a fight. I happened, | win 2
voute kid, 16. Alcobal was involval. | ar
gued wath a gl and e stuck up for b
aver me. Do | wish it happened? No,”
Zenner, 26, said by phone from his
Bronx, New York home, replaving a story
thats had a mend ol it own and 10 years
»® g}ll“

A toagh kid with a “wikd side.” scuf
fied with his No, 1 fan, suppores and lae
grandfnher Willis Johimton 10 years ago.

I'he inciclent cuts decp into Zenner's

o1 now

ton

conscience, e fohnston, who

boxed in the army, was 74 when he
sssod away during suegery 1o repair a
weart valve Aug 25, 1995, It was the
same hight Zenner e srded # fourth
mound TRO over a boxer named Mark
Simimons for his | 7th win

| loved my gradfather, more than
anytheng, Bat at the same timie, even as a
kid, | was 16 goéng on 44. Theres no way
1 was going 1o back down from anyone,
inchiding rmy Gt nchading my grand-
father “!ul s how 1t wene

The rumoe started thae 1 just went
over 1o his place and beat hian No, thae's
ot what huppened. To be hoaest, | wah
| wasn't cven there foe it to have hap-
pemed. It was alcohol-induced, on boch
our .\lll\

"I was a bad steuation asd 1 shauldnt
lsave seruck him. Bur mw grandtather and
I hecame even closer after that.” aid Zen
ner. who fights for the Workl Boxing Oy
panization’s light-heavyweight
chanpionship of the wodd on Dec. 13 at
Hamburg, Germanys 5,700-sca Alsier
dorber Sporthalle

K'll be more than a persoral enunsph

when Zenner enters the ring st
Poland-bom Darune Michalcewski, un
defeated in 35 mutches 2 2 professional

"My grandfather and | were very close
until the end. He was the one always
telbng e 10 come home and see him be
cause he was ponna dic soon, Not gerting
home eats me alive every day. it haunts
me

"Bt these are the things tha wil be
remembered when | go into the ring with
Darivse Michalcewski, Ity what I've pad
the price my whole e for,” sald Zenner,
whose hoxing trail afier he turned 18
wured through Dallas, Texas, then Las
Vepas where be won six professional fighe
and finally o New Yoek Ciry

e
Zlmncl is only the thied Canadian
ight-heavyweght 10 get a world
utle shot since 1987

Winnipegs Donny Lalonde bear Lesdie
Stewart and won a World Baxing Coun
al crown in Ocober of thar year: Sugr
Ray Leonard wok the WBC belr away
from Lalonde on Nov. |1, 1988, the
same night Sellow Canadun Bghe-hevy
weight Wille Fatherssone lost 0 Wordd
Boxing Association titke fight to then
WBA champion Viegd Hill.

Danny Stonewalker challenged
Michad Moorer for the WBO light
heavyweight title i December of 1959 i
Pirssburgh bur was KO in the fifch
round

Prom datston by ooy beosbes

No Canadisns have hosed for a work]
which

e wonder why Zenner flio

-heavywaght crown since

el
makes o

Germutiy somoromw with s linke fanfas
“This shouk big news. Unforns-
nately for baxing in Canada, it hasa't
" former Fatherstone manager Ray
1, now president of Toronto-based
said of Zenner's

l\. -
R
Canada Saar Boxang Inc
upcotning fight.

One reason for the hush may be thar
Zevocr, who lives with his wile Roa
and two young childeen i the Morrison
Park arca of the Boonx, is lwed in most
boxing magazines as an American. He's

[}

also been away a long time

Sexangedy though, Zenner. who's 20-2

0 since his firse profos fight in Las
Vegas in 1990, is as much a mysiery here
in Grande Prainic as be is chowhen:

He's a phantom i a ciey thae Sollowed
the part so dosdy theoughour the 19805

e Wilke de-

as itx bexing son, heavy
Wik, carved out a post- Olynupic casecr of
ter winning sibver at the Games i Las

Angeles. It was dunng thar time thar

dson iato

Johnston b

Corande Praime

10 trn

y ‘ll_-"l"\ A wr
with the bte Clarmoe Weshoki Se. at a
v o Wesloski's

Irom Bezs

due cast of Grande I

e

son, 3 villige 32 kdometres

rie, Zenner s

Herald-Tribune sports soff

Grande Prairie’s better known boxer caught off guard by Zenner

Ken Laksza

obsunty

Canadan heavyweight champion
DeWi

o

He kaew Zenmer wes from

ing grounds had secured a urke

hot for

\ warld titk 1 Canadiar

kisd of sirprsing 10 heae about i for ¢

Willic de'Wir's boscing carcer was by no means shrowded n

e was king, bere and aceoss Canda afier winning 2 slver
medal ar the Los Angdles Olvmpecs and later becoming a

ul Lowyer in Calgary, reenembers bear-
ing the name Daren Zenner "2 year or two apo,”

1e Geande Py
suspeised 1o learn yesserday thar 3 figheer from bis old s
ght. over a month ago no ks

what's has e

again. boxings not as popalar as once was,” said deWir, who
waon has Canadian title in 1986 wich & 1 2-sound decision over

Lerners Der

rea ancd was

g

spring
e WK
ulf Iy

Fiest timie, buse then

After a devastating 1967 b 10 Bert Cooper in Re
fight thae was selevised on CBS, deWie, now 37, §
20-1-1 meooed and then renired

His ranking climbed as begh =
Assocltion and 114

3 opponent s
hekd 1BF and WEA light heavyweig

He abandoned those to claim the less 1ec ypnieed W wkd
Boxing Organczation title with a win over

1BF and WHBA are the thee

s, I depends whan ki

focuscd, taee weeka of

stall fits a bat of traming nro has own busy schedule
“T hope the bese for bim,” deWie sdded

10ch i she Woeld Boing

ederation

he lnternano

1 Hll Rase

1ain bong bod

s [Zenmer) m, bor if he's

I of hapx

1t too bal,” said de'Wa, who

aunang
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Is past

about to reach a2 pinnade deWit never hit
s a professonsd

1o this day, the hype, or lack thewot,
in the place where he leamed w0 box as a
1 4-year-old docnt bother him

‘Muybe if | would have had the sup
port and had it casier in the beginning |
would never have reached the world
championship level. | did it on my own, |
do thangs my way and | dont kass the me-
diah asm, Its my characeer

“F was a wild ki, | was o a Jot of street
fights, Why do things get caught up with
me! Becase ity Daren Zenner, who's a
boner, Bue i 1 ler chings ke mumors get
me down, | would have quit boxing a
long time ago.” saied Zeniner

v

czanson was has home for 15 yeass

He went to clementary school
there. He anended Sexsmith Secondary
untdl Geade 10, then went 5o Dallas and
came home intermizeently over the next
two yeans to work in the odl pacch. 1 was
15, there were a few problems at home, s
I lefe,” id Zenner, whose father Tom
now lives neae Edmonson,

After goang 91 as an amateur and de
feating a Texas Golden Gloves champion
who had over 200 amascur fighes. Zen-
ner's professional calling came from Las
Vegas and kater from New York.

‘It was a short amateur career but my
boxing syl suited professional berrer, |
like 1o sit back and plan my punches. Ifs
something | just did naturally,” he added

Zennet was 12.0 on March 6, 1993
the night he last his fisst professional fight
o current WBA champion Louss Dyl
Ville. The tilt took place at Madison
are Garsderss in frone of 15,000 peo

phe

"He went 10 the hospieal, | went to the
club,” Zenner said of the loss, which
came by decison

Del Valle is managed by the sane
company and man who represenes Zen-
ner, New York's Sear Boxing and lawyer
Joe DeGuardia. DeGuandia secured Zen
ner’s $55.000 dream fight back on O
22, leaving limke time for promotian m
New York, or in Canadu for that matre

“I've had calls from writers in Ger
matry, They'ne making a big thing aboue

my German heritage. This guy's never
been beasen and he's knocked our a lor of
German fightess along the way, I maght
even hear cheers when | enser the ring.
sakl Zenmer, 3 1041 underdog as recently
25 Tuesday

Should he bear Michalczewsks, his
next four bghts would take place in Ger
for a minsmum of $100,000 e
sewski's agents, Universum Box
mations, woald handle al the pro

motions,

ZLenner, who thinks he can box unnl
age 30 or better, docsnt make apologic
for the peography berween st and 2
past that has left him unfairly esranged

Inssead of whining and cryin’ abouws
things and wishing people liked me, |
it like it is | gorea hve my kfe, and
ve gotta live with what happened with
my grandfather, nobody dsc

“As soon a | wan the title, P getting 4
plane ticker bome. And I'm not coming
there for 2 pasade, o for 2 pasty. I'm com

mg bome 10 sec my fady. And the fire
place | do go. is 1o my grandfather’s

grave

Sports Comment

Jeff
McCoshen

Zenner's detractors have
kept a close eye on him

it fail. nobody i the rich history

e
named Darens Zetwer.

They're everywhen my of naysayer

this 4

and they pop up virtually every rime 3 mons] of
2 ¢ beavyweight

fiews concerning the car-old hy

arson appess in the Dasly Hemid

boer from Bes
Inbunc
The doud of doubt has nothing to do with his
ity -
*I et warny you that any

N you prine abous

him thoukd be thosughly chacked through
mdependent sources,”
Grande Prumie boang club mifon:
kg ago by emal ;

It was 3 sentiment, and a sug
department has been famddiar wih ever since we
starte] eracking Z

4 formier coach of the

15 DOt o

SHON, oaIr spores

ety carcer mearly 10 years ago

we Jad tells you, we've

Dant bebese everythin
been told on
So, ot ones 1 tuen our hacks on good advice
from our it readen, we 100k & w And
w0 be perfealy honew, we almess expected 10 find

ALY OCCASIN
) Brean

few dhings about hes quste tmbeliesable siory th

There were jus people, e

ame thing

for exumpic, whet!

dhat were s

So we checkad it ow
Zenmer phoned trom Las Vegas one day s year
a0 and said chat e wan working under the
ntclage of 2 tines amad Johnny Too

lohany Tocco? Cmon, |

some of this other sl

e, we the ght You
mveht have foolod us wit p
but now you've gone oo £

|ohnny Tocco, whose k

wuocking with the bew heav

carcer of

2 of the world

was chronicded in a len, s Spoits

Misrraned, sinely womlidn® be wasting his rime

§ froem Carads

with an uak 1 sk ki

So, thinking we fnally had

ner pinned, the
call wan pat ineo [ofany Tocoo

Lo and behokd, the wony
did Tooco know the kid,

ugfst even have a furire in the

ehecke] out, Not andy

e thought Zenner had
some takent and
whit 2 :
gght garme

It’s been 2 sumidar

sep of the weay, try 4 we g

It o poke hales m

A0 ety 1
whiat, undenisbly, ks been 3 dussic undendog
ROry

xigh the punge ol

professiomal boxmg, Zenver has gooe through o

As be's rruade his way th

miteful of matsigen and 1

The tnseabelity ondy served
write him off 2 2 cisaaway tha

dream

hiedp peaple t
was living a g

IF people donit ke Zenner because of his pust
(Jon Hardings pull-no-punches story 1o the lefr
Ly it all ouit o0 the rablc), thars fine

But even ha hanbes
Zenner has accomplished mose and gone far

critics have to adms cha

than they ever wosdd have imagined
And the face of the mrasc on Dec. 13
some 5,700 bowmp fans will cram into 2

s tha
zidiam
in Hamburg, Genmany to watch a fellow from
Beranson, Alberta, Canacha fight homesown here
[arisast Michalcrewski foe the Woekd Bosiey
Organizato t churnpeonalup of
the workl

And yes, we dicl plice 3 few calls 1o Gemuny w

finnd oun if anybody these has ever beard of a boxer

mamed Daren Zenner

Tuarms out, Jo and behold, they'ie cxpecting hum
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Hunting the ‘Tiger’

Zenner accepts his underdog role for WBO
title fight but vows he won't back down

JON HARDING
Herold Tribune sportswhiter

coownkl was 2
¢ sen Zenmes huad never sudied o
levision screen

il '\Il l“?l" one of many
st overcorne il be's to upser the reigning
Boxing Ovanization light heavvweght champion of
the woukd

"Everything thats gooe wrong & cxicdy why F'm 'y Why I
oang, to win this fight. Gerting nred ot something

"
nm crosses my mind. [t's mare abour getting fo
cuned. I Tm a bit out of shape, my mind will catry m
ovet,” Zenner said Iefoee keavi ° Boxt |h|-.|~.u[_, Cor
sy, List Sartancl

Zenner. ranked seventh by the WBO, w an un

derdog, and noe saldy bocase of s 21-2-2 secord nor becavse ths
\'xnnT s hout takes plice i Michaloewska’s backyard
The n hit undercard at Hambuargs Alssendor

fer Spe 5,700 people, sthould sean by abouw 10
pam., German-nime

Nase surgery biee last May kept Zenmer idle, right up unul O
22 when word amived thar Sararday’s title nlt was vimually a2 go
Michalczewski's carnp st Univensam Box Promotion, seasag a po-
vential mach up with Roy Jones [r, balked for 10 davs after Ocx
1y

e uncertamty theew a jab at Zenoed's training mutine. To wp
t all off. Zenner camse down with beonchits and his wike Rosanne,
hikd. had a mescamage

peegnane with the couples thied ¢

KEEPS PILING UP

*It just kecps piling 1p. Bar ar Jease | fed good sbour the ke
thaee weeks of taining,” wid Zenmer, who docint begrudige the sub
tle manoeuvering on the pan of Michadcrewsk’s managers.

I | was WBO champion and | was fighung Daren Zenner, Id
do the same thing, He could underestimase me thoagh.”

His opp 20year-old, five foot- 10 knockout punches,
wont 139 of 1 eur before surning profesional on

it

m Amernican cruiser weight
going fo win
this fight.”

— Zenner wirh the infamous Roy Jones
lf

¢ Excoutive dwector of the Alberta Amaseur Bong Associa
ton Dennis Belair chuckled when he heanl the news
Duaren Zenners title boue

"Duasen Zenner, wow, that's usbelicvable. Dasen had this plan
of grandeur way back when he trais
yeah, cmon Daren, ng
good for Daren

* Friends of Boxing
land, geased speaitically mowards the sport of bowang u
Warren Rutherford of Sashatcon, had this to say

In 1994, he was both WBO cruserweight
§ WBO light heavywesghe champe-
m the first German boxer 1o be
wo different weight clas

champion an
on. making
woeld chamy

o at the sam ¢
Eye of the Tiger blaes aver
the speakers when Michal
‘.-rwxla enters the nng
Zenner, who docsnt even
have a neckname, does have

Fermin Chirino, 2 §

orner
who once sparred with
Michalczewsks im Europe

and once went 10 rounds

He's a sough fighter He thinks 'm gonna
knock Dariuse out,” Zenner saxl of one of the
several sparring pamnen who've helped him pre-
puase for Sanisdar

Zenner TKO'E Chirino on Nov, 8, 19%, a1
Youkers Raceway in New York. Chirino's advice and a hi
of videotape of 3 secent fight between Michalczewski and Virgil
Hill are all Zenner and tainer Pese Brodska have had 1o work
with

“He comes 10 2 fight in shape bur be's been knocked
down. No one's gone at wp of his hesd or hanged his
liver ither. Viegll moved w the left and got nailed wirh
everything

“Wel move w0 the nghe and uy 10 nall the lefr sde
of has head. [t soh and it he meoves left, he moves o
my power hand.” snd Zenner of his proposed figght
plan

He beoke his left dunng 4 1993 Joas to carrens
World Boxing Assoctanon light hexvyweight cham-
pion Louis Del Valle

“Its fne. Over time, you leam how 1o tape better
and | wear bigger ghoves now,” wid Zennce

Please sec Page 12 23 we check in on the list Canadian to hold
u light heavyweight world tide. Also, get up dose and personal
with Daren Zenner and his complese I'grmng past a professional.

Daren Zenner is o man with o
plon heading into his title fight
ogainst Doriusz Micholczewski,

‘The indomitable human spirit. Good for Daren’

We asked around 10 se what others theught about Bezanson
boxer Daren Zeaner fighting for the WBO light heavyweight
championship Saturday night in Humburg.Germany. Here's
what some people involved i the sport in Canada had 10 2y

thaee but it's still a big win, if he coukd do it over the German, re
gandlos of what kind of belr be would wear around his waise

* Former Ciry of Edmornton Aldernsan Ron Hayter, who's 1l
w0 presdent of the Caradian Professional Boxing Federation, was
with the Edmonton Boxing and Wiestling Commission when it
gave Zenner his fisst professonal license. He's aurendy the com-
IAIONS CRXLIING vilw’l’l!l!l

I've followed Daren Zenner all along whenever the results
pass over the dok hese. The WBC, IBF and WBA are the main
swream boxing divisions bue the WBO' not a bad one. There ase
s many oul there nowadays and alor are run ourt of people’s base-
ments. The WBO's nor one of those,” sad Hayter, whod love to
we Zenner ranked among active Canadian light heavyweighes,

To do w0, Zenter v.mzl.{ have 10 fight once a year in Canada

Ihe current Canadian light heavyweight tide bolder is Eric
{ Montseal He's curresdy 24-3-3. The No. | Caradian

{ in Edmonton and we usal
He didl i, The mdomitalde

the country’s only publication of i

Canada

s tithe shot Lucas of
There hasn't been many. Donny Lalonde: Willic Fawher-  contender is Deake Thadai (29-8-1) of Moncton followed by
stone who lost 1o Viegll Hill in Bismarck, North Dalorx: Yeon  none ather than Danny Lalonde (37-4-1) who recently came our
Durell, who was from Montreal an (O by Aschiv Moore o tetirement
o Dec. 10, 1958 in Mootreal, Thar fight was for the National *| wash him the best of kick and just hope he gives himuelf
Bona ssociation light heavywesght ride. enough time o acdimanze, The ume difference, everything
Daren Zenner's climb up the boxing ¢ Donny Lalonde, the former Canadian and laer Workd Box-  makes it pretty sough to fight over there.” Hayeer said,

ladder surprised those who knew him
when he wos o skinny kid from
Bezanson with bia dreams.

Momtreal
Ihe WEBOY moe

The Daily Herald-Tribune

ing Council ||::hv heavyweighs champion sad from his office in

Compuled by Jon Hardimg

aty organization s the ocher Hematld- Tribwne sportiwriter
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Zenner ready to give
it his best shot in fight

ws Diaren Zermner been ser up for a

Hm:

It sure Jooks that way

With all due respect 1o Zenner, who's climbed
the boxing kadder pretty much on his own since
leaving his Bezanson home 10 years ago, not
«-\rn!?-n; about his WBO kght heavywoghe
tide fight ut Darivez Michalczowski adds up

Zenner himself, nobody's fool, probably
knows that,

At the same time. his fighe Sanurday naghe in
Hamburg, Germany against undefeated Michal
crewaki is the chance of a lifetime

Zenner's profesional recoed of 21 wins, two
losses and two draws bs unpressive, but its not the
35-0 (wath 28 knockouts) thar Michakczewski
brings into the ring, So what gves?

Even from a boing kigmans paine of view,
this fight stacks up as a classic case of the man
agement team of 1 champion Jooking for 1
credible, but not overly dangesous, opposcnt 1
pad the recond for another payday down the

In a phone cill from Hamburg this week
Zenner saidd the media there was really playing up
his German heric

They had obviousy been apped off by
Michalczewski's promoters

I thae rde fact make Zeaner 3 more
aseractive opponent than some other fighrer from
North Amenca with a similar second?

Remermber, promotens are dways lookeng for
a way 1o sell Jnfggjn.

Zenner's paid his dues, bur other fighwens
ranked even higher than Zenner's current No, 7
WBO ranking have 100 and they weren't ivited
w0 Germany.

It troubling, too, that Zensner didnt receive
official confirmation that the fight was a go until
pust three weeks ago,

Ihe 2(»)\-114:& had yust had nose susgery
and, just a tew days before the offer came
forward, hud talked of aiking a fow mondhs off to
allow it to heal properly

Then suddenly his bong awaited utle fight was
dangled under thar banesed nose and Zenner
was faced with a difficul decsion

As he kicked asound idea of whether to accept
the fight, the thing Zenaer kepe coming back 10
Wi that It was ll]( ll‘ porTansty of a L'L‘.;Ilrf '.lul

he not ever (mklm way agin,

felt he had no chaice but 10 take it on

And so he did, and he goes into the ring
Sarusday night with 2 loc of questions minning
thuough his mind. Will his nose hold up 1w the
punishment hie's sure to absorly’ Has he trained
long enough?

One thang Zenner knows for sure is that he's
gomg 1o have 1o knock Michalczewski out 10 win
Satuisday As it cleacly states in the ndes of
boing, you doa't wan a decision againg the
champion i his backyand

And one thing Zenmer does have gomg for
him & that, as mose of his fig wn. he
Lan "k‘ o Bur amount of ?AL ILE '-4”
win, Bue he's never dose thae againe a fighser of
Miclalczewski's calibee

Whasever happens Saturdhy nighe
begrudpe Zemner for taking his shat

And if e happens 1o lind it. who knows

you cant
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Grande Prairie’s Zenner
fighting in Hamburg

Grande Prairie light-heavyweight
Daren Zenner, 26, answers the bell
tonight in Hamburg, Germany, with a

Big fight tonight for Daren Zenner

world title on the line. Zenner (20-2)
will fight World Boxing Organization
champ Dariusz Michalczewski, 35-0,
at the 5,700-seat Alsterdorfer
Sporthalle.

Edmonton Journal
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada e Sat, Dec 13, 1997Page 45
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Zenner’s title shot ends with TKO

Swollen right eye forces Bezanson

boxer to give up fight in éth round

JON HARDING
Herald Tribune sportswriter

KO by an pndefeared champaon, Daren Zenner
cromed the Atlantie yestenday with his right eve half
chomad but hes chin hekd thlx

Polad-born Dariuss “the Tiger" Machalcnewsks, the
WBO's seigning king, extended his record 10 36-0-0
with 4 convinang vicory over Zemner. The 26-year-okl
from Fexanson I&n win a sound, giving up poins
Michalczewakd's ab, thrown from the bind side.

Docroes ended the scheduked 12-sound ke el halt-
way through the sieh roand, az aboue 3 pan. MST and
17 pos in Gerrmanry, bocause of Zenner's dosed eve

1 rook a helluva shot right o the eye socker and 1y
eye continued o swell shut. | would have continued o
it wasnit for the swelling, be never hure me once.” skl
Lenner

But Zenner agreed with the call that brought a
shugfest 10 an caddy end.

"It was 4 good call by the officials. | couldin see and
any more dansage coukd have meant a senous ingury,
You live 10 fighe another day.” Zenner added

He rocked Michakcaewski two o thiee times with
his own paboser:hand right comblmations i the thind
and fourth sounds m front of a capacity crowd of 5,700
at Hamburg's Alsterdorter Sporthalle. The fight was

relevised throughout Germany

“We came rghe out, staned slugging and | wobbled
him two or three different times. | tried 10 avoid his keft
hool, which w his best punch, so | kept my right hand
at the side of my head, | give up a lot of jabs doing thw
but 1 idn't care. They looked good but they ﬁinln'l
bather me.” Zenner said afterwards froe lus hoeel in
Hamburg

Zenner now has 21 wing, theee losses and two deaws

MORAL VICTORY

Even with the loss. securing a title shot and over-
coming 2 lot of pre-fighe adversity gave Zenner a moral
vicsory. He also boought home a §55,000 payoue for his
troubles.

Zenier fele be was g Fuslty scales all week. When
weigh-in armved Friduy, he was 300 grams over the light
heavyweghe cap of 175 pounds. The scale, lene to ham
by Machalczewskis proemoters, wis sex 2 pound heavy
Zeaner chimed. He spent part of Friday Jn:muun run-
ning, the halks of his hoed wearing a rubber suit 1 shed
the weight. To make matters worse, the goves be was
asked 10 wear wese too small and when he armivad at the
vermie Sacurday, the windows in his dressing room had
been lefe wade open.

“These arent excuses, bur they jerked me around on
2 couple of things, Still, | went in there, foughe a guy
whas umkﬂ’uurn wl has held theee of the four ttdes. Tt
was shoet-notce fight, | had bronchiris for eight days
and | still gave it a hundred per cent

“1 had the champion almost out o his feer owo or

The Daily Herald-Tribune
Grande Prairie, Alberta, Canada ® Mon, Dec 15, 1997Page 13

three times.” Zemner said

Michalcoewshs wants Roy Jones Jr. (35-1-0) nexe.

Zenner, meanwhibe, can see the sun serting on his
boxng carcer, which started at age 14 in Grande Praine,
moved on 0 Edmonton, Dallas, Los Angeles and then
10 New York, where he Eves with his wife and two small
children

1 juss told my manages. | dont want 0 woery shout
any fightng right now. Nane out of 10, IV rake a fow
more fights and get another shot at 2 tele within a year,
1F1 dow ge s, tha'll be it

“And w'll be i Noreth America. I'm definnely not go-
ing to fly into some guy’s backyard and get jerked
around agam,” he said

Twwo of Zenner's theee Josses a8 4 profesionad, indud
ing Sarunday’s, were to curent light beavyweight wark]
champions. Lo Del Valle, who Zenner lost 2 four-
round decision to in March 1993, 15 currently the
WBA; light henyweight champion,

“I came from Bezanson and wene all the way 1o the
championship of the workd. If it wasnt for the swelling,
it would have gone 12 rounds and then gone to the
judpes. and 1 probably would have lost the decision
But then again, [ was chibbing the gy amund, Maybe
1 woutld have cavghe hisn late,” said Zenner,

Zenner's agent already has 2 shorr-term future
mapped o

*(Zenner) will get another shoe within the yes
Michabcrewala’s arguably one of the best light heavy-
weghss in the haoey of boxing. They loved Dusen over
there,” Joe DeCuardia said yesterday from the Bronx

Daren Zennee's bid for the WBO light heavyweight
boxing file ended in the sixth round with @ loss fo
Dariusz Michalczewski.
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Zenner versus the Golden Boy?

JON HARDING

Herald-Tribune sports staff

onny Lalonde and Daren
Zenner are a bend away
from a collision course.
Lalonde, 38 and in the midst of
a wonky comeback, needs a rtitle
fight fast, preferably against World
Boxing Association light heavy
weight champion Louis Del Valle
Zenner, nursing a broken right
wrist that may require surgery,
could find himself thrown into the

Golden Boy's path

And Joe DeGuardia, who man-
ages both Zenner and Del Valle,
likes the sound of a \L]‘H‘Hll\t‘l
main event between Lalonde and
Zenner, staged on Canadian soil

Boxing is indeed a business of
twists and turns

“In Canada? Sure, if the money's
right. 1d like to hold it in Canada.
Lalonde’s had an offer on my desk
for awhile, we'll give him a shot,”
the New York Ciry lawyer and own-
cr of Star Boxing said yesterday.

[he fallout trom Saturday’s can

Herold Tribune file photo

Does Bezanson’s Daren Zenner have his sights set on Donny

Lalonde? Time will tell.
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celled heavyweight bout between
Evander Holytield and Henry Akin-
wande may have rippled all the way
down to Zenner, the 27-year-old
right handed-puncher from Bezan
son

Del Valle, 27-1-0, was to be
matched up against the WBAs No
| contender Dario Matteoni of Ar-
gentina on the Holyfield-Akin
wande undercard When
Akinwande’s positive test for Hep-
arius B |.uulul a knockout punch o
the endre night, DeGuardia went to
work planning a July 18 unification
bout between Del

28 in White Plains, New York.

He and 33-year-old Kevin Pom-
pey, a journeyman who jumped up
in weight classes for the six-round
bout, fought to a draw. Lalonde also
injured his right hand.

“Sure | was disappointed with
the result, but it was his home
town, his home crowd. From a box-
ing standpoint, I controlled the
fight,” said Lalonde

Zenner was at nng\ulc watching.
At 21-3-2, he hasn't fought since be-
ing TKOd in the \m‘]-\ round by
reigning World Boxing Organiza-
tion light heavy-

Valle and reigning
World Boxing
Council  light
heavyweight
champion Roy
Jones Jr.

As of yesterday,
DeGuardia was

“We'd give Lalonde
the fight with Louis
but he’d have to beat

Daren first.”

weight (Il.llnpinl\
Dariusz Michal-
czewski last Dec.
13 in Hamburg,
Germany.
“Unless there's
a title shot on the

— promoter Joe DeGuardia other side of a

no longer in deal
ing mode. “The Del Valle versus
Jones Jr. fight is on,” he said.

Good news for Zenner, maybe
better news for Lalonde.

“We'd give Lalonde the fight
with Louis but he'd have to beat
Daren first. And frankly, if Daren’s
wrist is OK., he'll knock Lalonde
out,” said DeGuardia, presuming of
course that Del Valle accomplishes
what many, including Lalonde him-
self, believe will be an impossible
feat on July 18 (no location yet).

Jones Jr., 36-1-0 and coming oft
a six-round knockout of Virgil Hill,
is arguably the best pound for
pound boxer on the planet.

“Good, I'm glad they've got that
Iig]n booked. But chances of a Del
Valle win are next to none. And
that's what a Zenner fight with me
15 prn{lu(cd on, It Del Valle loses,
I'm not gonna want to fight him
anyway.

“I'd have no problem fighring
Louis Del Valle, Jones Jr. or any
other \ll.unpiuln ) |nn::, as its for a
title, " Lalonde said yesterday from
Montreal.

The Winnipeg native beat Eddic
David and won the WBC light
heavyweight title in November
1987. Sugar Ray Leonard rook it
away a year later, almost to the day.

Lalonde took a few years oft
through the mid-1990s. His come-
back trail went for a tailspin on May

Lalonde fight, it's
not really worth it for either of us.
And the way he looked two weeks
back, he’s gotta be abourt done,”
Zenner said of Lalonde.

So long as a specialist doesn't rec
ommend surgery for Zenner's wrist
on July 6, DeGuardia believes a
September bout between the two
Canadians would serve Zenner well.

“Lalonded be a nice knockout
for Daren. Hed be a named oppo-
nent and another step towards an
other title fight,” said DeGuardia,
whod been trying to ink another
late-May fight for Zenner before the
injury.

One of his potential opponents-
to-be was Ramzi Hassan, a cruiser
weight from California with a 35-
12-2 record.

All the activity has Zenner hop-
ing his wrist and hand, which he
broke sparring about a month ago,
won't keep him idle until 1999. If
its broken as badly as Zenner thinks
it might be, bone graft surgery
might be necessary.

“They're talking about raking
bone from my hip and using it to
fix my hand.

“I've talked abour fighting three
more years until I'm 30. If that kind
of surgery is what it'll rake 1o keep
going, its something I'll have to
think abour,

“Either way, I'll know a lot more
on July 6,” said Zenner
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Contract squabbles delay Bezanson boxers first filt in over a year

WAYNE CHAMBERLAIN
Herold- Tribune sperts writer

aren Zener's bazarre voyape towasds
an Ineernationsl Boxing Federation
tithe shot continuses

The Larest ewist in the Bezanson native's career
waw his fight thar was schaduled for Wedneuday
cancelod due 1o a conmact diragreement with
promoser Joe DuGuardia of New York € aty's Star
Boxing

Had Zenner fught. & woukd lave meant e
rending s current contracs with Sear Bomng for

With what could lic sheal in
s, Zenner would pecler 40 negoti

WO IOIT YWY

toni of ¢
ase a new deal

“If | would have went along with it, then |
wouk] have been obligaed for snother two yeaes
10 the sanse contrace.” Zenmer said in a phone m
terview from New York Ciry.

When Zenner went belfore the New York
Saate Atletic Commussion on Tuesday, he sad
signed thiee

Ive wits todd T cursent contracy

1 |} there was no

Vsl gy ey I Vol Doaas 23
end dac in it

It was a sarprising development thar will delay
Zermer's comeback

Once rankad No. 2 = a light heavywoight by
the World Boxing Organization, the 27-year-okd,
who has since moved up 1o crulserweaght, has
not fought since hie suffored a siv-round technical

knockour ut the hands of the reigaing WBO
charvp Dariue Michslczewski in Decernber of
1997. The fight took place in Hambarg, Ger
many. A broken wast suffered in May of 1998
has also kept Zenner oat of the ning,

Despite the layoff. Zenner — who has 21
winis, *f,mv Kowses and two draws 2 s pro = e
fused to ssep into the ring without a betser con-
It

*T've been to the top of the mountam once. |
fought foe the championship of the workd. If
things aren't done the way 1 want them to be
done nows | dont need the money from Bighting,
| fight because | want 1o, and | want 10 win a
world sithe. Not that 'm wrying 1o be groedy or
anything, but T've pot 2 wife and 2 kid and this is
2 hure business thar ['m in. If its mor done aght
then there is no sense in doing it

“k has to be 100 per cene for Daren Zenner of
I'm no going 10 get ingo the nng,”

The reason Zenner is taking the contract ne
gotlanion 10 seriousy & becase of the posibility
for a le shat kaer this year. Zenner sad that if
e wins two more marches, he will bega negonia-
tions with promoter Murad Mubammad o face
curtent IBF cruiserweight champion Arthur
Wilkams (30-4-1) for the trle kaser 'ju\ sumnes

“If | dont fook our for my interest in these
promotional contracts, they couled hurt me after |
do win the titke, It can be the difference between
rubang $1 million and making $100.000

“It might not mean much now when you'se
fighting for nothing and fighnng 3 sumblebum
from New Jersey, but if | gt myself locked ineo it
now | can't nam ey back on it when I've got the
titke fight.”

Recent evenes have taken a 1ol on Zenmer

“Tt gets merve weacking and frustracing to the
rum where you're gesting older and do you real
ly want 1o do it To tell you the truth, if | didn
know that | could get the fight with Arthur
Wilkams sometime this year for the champs-
arnhip of the world, | wnu“}vmhﬂl'v retise.”

'\.[dm‘ further to his frustration was the
bungling surrounding kst night's canceled fight

"Yp to last Thussday, they couldn't come up
w")l an l“l"l“l“ for me ,id“ 5o I ‘-(id |‘1l
help you guys oue xid fighe 2 heavyweighe if the
gy is 230- or 240-poands. They found 2 guy at
205 from New Jersey. Thev call him "The
Preacher.” | don't even know his name

“He has 2 bosing record and has never been
knocked out. He hangs in there and pues on a
good show, | said all righe."

Zenmer curreaty weighs in ar 205-pounds
However, he'll shed anosher 10 pounds to for his
et scheduled bout < 2 May 7 tilt in Boston
aher hooking up with 2 Beantown promoscs

‘I only need two fighes. | can fight ar the be
q.mnmg, of May and fight at the end of May.

hem | can start the negotiations with Murad

Mubummad for the fight with Arthue Wiliaem”

Grande Prairie, Alberta, Canada * Thu, Apr 8, 1999Page 17



Eyes on Arthur Williams; IBF cruiserweight belt

WAYNE CHAMBERLAIN
Herald-Tribune sports writer

A promise in the boxing world is
hardly a rock-solid kind of founda
110N 1O rest career }mpu\ upon, bm I
appears to have worked out for a
Bezanson turned New York pugilist

Daren Zenner believes a favour
he performed for boxing promorter
Murad Muhammad two years ago
has put him in a position for a title
shot against current International
Boxing Federation cruiserweight
champion Arthur Williams (30-4
1)

Prior to fighting reigning World
Boxing Organization light-heavy
weight champion Dariusz Michal
czewski in Germany in December
of 1997, Zenner dropped out of a

ombined Muhammad and (Zen-
ner promoter) Joe DaGuardia card
a broken nose he suffered
When it became

because of
during
Ipparent the card would fold be-
cause they couldn’t find a fighter to

rramning

Zenner, he agreed to step

I'.l']'qu.
back into the ring just a few days
prior to 1"u event
I told Murad Muhammad at
that I was doing him a
broken
NoSc .llni \nI:‘.L'\'.'lL‘IL‘ li\l\‘.ll l|lL liHL‘
you've got to repay me,” Zenner
said during a phone interview from
his Bronx apartment
He says don't worry
ind if you're going to do it, let’s just
\i.t it .nnl Be
‘Needless to say | went in and
knocked the guy out. Now Joe and
| are calling in the favour, (Muham
mad) has penciled me in for August
I “‘L“”L]i.? I‘Jl' for Y!ZL ”{i
cruiserweight championship of the
Arthur

lence coming ll{‘I 4gainst a

the time

favour. I'm fighting with a

Illnl]l It

t it over with,

¢r ol

world has a mandatory de
Russian
Vassili lirov, 20-0, on June 5). Pro
he beats him, then | fight
But | have to get two
summer first

.l\‘,lll:-,'
nim next
x]m.i. wins l]uu
’.‘n:ll:,;'l
['he hrst
uled tor May 2
but Zenner, who

of thosc l::;_.'x! 1s sched
n Rhode Island

currently sports a

Herold-Tribune \lrpho'o

Bezanson-raised Daren Zenner hasn’t stepped info a boxing ring for an official bout in over a year. That
hasn’t stopped the New York City pugilist from maneuvering into a position that could see him fight
Arthur Williams late this summer for Williams’ International Boxing Federation cruiserweight belt.

21-3-2 re
fight might not come off. He is

a DaGuard

cord, has d f\(]ll\!'. llx.(’.

SUre 'Il)\\t'.‘\l that 14
card set for June 17 will

Zenner only know

ponents mckname 18

1s June op
I |n ['I(.L- |;

name and

Cl ”l doesnt know |

“I just w ||.| him to show up ind
then I'll knock him out
[)(;\.,I.ng ng

on what happens in

l\']rlwlt l Hrl! 'IH year wll! |
prepared to hight another boxer
'~ll\|!‘}'. betore or atter the June 17

both of those,

10 llll .11_ ‘.‘.l:I

ill'll( By

Zenner

winning

'.llli |?L ll»l EH.CI.

be guaranteed a top-10 IBF ranking
and a ttle shot
“.“.lu'll._! It Comes to pass the
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way Zenner has laid out remains to
A veteran of trying to navi
gate the shifting sands of the boxing

be seen

world, he learned a |unj.i tme ago
that the fight game changes from
hour to hout

Unless you're a Mike Iyson or a
,\' "N | Al IV ‘\\.H‘ !l‘l‘ ‘\‘\VH‘\ ":']H
||a.|'\‘.',..'i|"'|'.|’.“||I| 38-1-0), voure

n I|\ ocean and vouve Lnl to

1|"
roll with the flow. I used to take

these things to heart early in my ca

reer but ['ve adjusted to these
things. The only thing I can do is
keep training and get ready for these
fights

Anticipating two easy victories to
ensure the ttle shot, Zenner has al

ready hired “the best pad man in

New York™ to get him ready for
Williams

“I've got a 70 per cent chance of
beating Arthur. He's slow. He can
be counter-punched all day long,
Hopetully over the next few months
I'll ger it down in my training so
that it becomes a habir and I can
open up on Arthur.”

Just getting the chance to fight
for a title again has Zenner
pumped. While good |1l\lll\\
would come from ln.nw the IBF t
tle holder, Zenner has a simpler rea
son for wanting to beat Williams

I want my
year-old Amanda and four-year-old
Francesca)

two daughters (two
§

to be able to say their

dad was a champ
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Daren Zenner's title shot trilogy takes a new twist

WAYNE CHAMBERLAIN

Herald-Tribune sports writer

It’s ume for Plan B

Thar is what Bezanson turned New York fighter
Daren Zenner has to reconcile himself with after warch-
ing International Boxing Federation cruiserweight
champion Arthur Williams lose a recent bour

Had Williams (30-5-1) defeated Russian boxer Vass-
ily Jirov on June 5, and Zenner won two .\uh\c\luc:a(
fights — the first of which he won last Thursday
Zenner said he was promised a titk shot later this sum
mer courtesy of Williams' promoter, Murad Muham-
mad. But whea Jirov scored a technical knock out of
Williams in the seventh round of their bout on the re-
cent Roy Jones Jr-Reggie Johnson undercard, Zenner's
title shot got KO with him

“I was cheering for Arthur,” Zenner said from the
Bronx last night. "Not that | cared about him. [ knew
in my heart of hearts that | could knock Arthur out if |
got the ntle shot

“Tv was right there for the taking | know I'd be world
champion. Now it has slipped through my fingers
Now | ve got o start agaun ¢

Zenner now has his sights set on two cruiserweight
champs Jirov and the World Boxing Association’s
Fabrice Tiozzo (40-1, 26 KO)

Given his preference, Zenner would like to fight
Jirov (214)). He wasnt impressed by the big Russian’s
win over Williams

Plus, he added, that bour would likely be relevised
and ke place in the U.S., whereas fighting Tiozzo,
who is French, would require Zenner to likely fight in
France

T'he 28-year-old intends to take bouts every six
weeks over the next few months i order o get ranked

The Daily Herald-Tribune

“I was cheering for Arthur.

Not that | cared about him.
| knew in my heart of hearts
that | could knock Arthur out
if | got the fitle shot.”

— Daren Zenner

and cam a title shot

Zenner most recently knocked out an anonymous
opponent on June 17 to run his record to 22-3-2.

He gave up 30 pounds to the other fighter, who was
a heavyweight, and sent him to the canvas thanks to a
couple of big right hands just 53 seconds into the sec-
ond round

One good sign coming out of that win was that the
wrist Zenner broke in May of 1998 held up nicely.

“I felr strong at the cruiserweight (195-pounds),”
said Zenner, who used to fight as a light heavyweight.
“To knock out a guy at 225-pounds, vou need some
jam. | really carnied my power up

“The hand felt great and 1 don't have a mark on
me.

He plans to fight next on July 20 in New York
against another heavyweight. He doesnt mind giving
up the weight if it means he can re-establish himself af-
ter losing to current WBO champ Danusz Michal-
czewski in Germany in December of 1997

| will definitely be fighting for the championship of
the world again. It’s just a matter of finding the nght
time and the right spot for me

“An opponent will come again

Grande Prairie, Alberta, Canada ® Tue, Jun 22, 1999Page 9
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Fight night
for Zenner

‘Bl Daren Zenner of

3" Bezanson will be at
centre ring Friday
night on ESPN2

The Daily Herald-Tribune
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Wayne

Zenner’s a true character

He's a cone and penanal friend

Characrens, Everybody loves a good clurscier.

1 ever there was a guy from this neck of the woods thae you could de-
scribe m a character, it would be Beranson figheer Daren Zenner,

He left northern Alberna years ago w pussie his bocing decass. They've
raken him all over the LS. and even o Germany:

Afier a sting in Las Vegas, he moned to New York and setded inso an
leadian arca (n the Hrom,

The time spent there has rubbed off on him. He speaks with a thick
Broree accent — the kind you hear in movies like ‘Good Fellas' anc “The
Godfather

When he ks abour dealing with people like Jobn Goerl |1 and ather
New York wise guys. there ix a tendency 1o wonder if he's making this stuff
up

But sime after time, everything Zeoner has clanmed has checkad ot

He called me 3 wosk ago teling me that he had lined up a fight with
Archiat Williszms — the former-IBF cruiserweighr chamyp, He saad it would
be an ESPN. He siid i was 4 done deal,

1 said 19 check imo it. Sure enough, Im looking 3t ESPN' websiee on
the weekend and there i Zenner- Williann being promoted a the main
evenit on this week’s Friday Night Fighs show,

So U'm a ltde mere ape 10 believe the 28-year-old when be wlls me he

and has new Liwyer — Tom Harvey — had dinner with Robers DeNiro the
other night.

DeNiro? The gay m the movie?

Yop

T mams 0wt thae Harvey s abio DeNero's Liwyes.

So what was dinner like, 1 ask Zenner.

“We were talking about when b made the move ‘Raging Ball” r veas
quite the thing I hud lue night,” be wid wich a laugh Lot Wednesdax

And what of Mz DeNiro?

“He's a funny gay. man. He's quies, bur when he starts salking he doesn’t
shut up. But he's a nice, nice guy.

"They wese telling me old sioris abour stuff tha doant et prinsed
up

Oy, enough sid on that subject, [ thought. 1 really have no desire o
know where Hoffa s buried, | figure my family is safer that way.

Anyway, best of back 10 Daren. Hexe's hoping he can be a mging bull of
his awn Fricay night

The Daily Herald-Tribune

Bezanson boxer to fight on ESPN2

WAYNE CHAMBERLAIN
Herald-Tribune sports writer

After months of waiting, Daren Zennes will finally
et 3 caack ar Arthur Wilkams.

And Carsadians will gee 3 chance 10 see the Bezanson
beawler fighe in chis, hes mughest match simee he lost 0
resgning WBO champ Danwe Michalczowski in Ger-
many in December of 1997

The Zenner-Williams tik will be the feaure bout on
U.S. cable ncrwork ESPN2's weekly Friday Nighe
Fagghes show in juse twa days time in Pernacola, Fa

For Jocal fight e wanting w see the bout live, it
meany finding someone with 3 atelite dish or 2 spors
Duar ehae will ecdevisc it. The bell rings 1o sare the fight at
7pm MDT,

However, The Sporis Nerwork will ebroadeas: the
Fight nexs week in Canacha, Accoding o TSN's Internet
site, the bout will be shown Ocx, 19 from 10 pun. w
midnight and again on Oct, 23 from 10:30 2m, ©
12:30 pum,

Speaking from his apariment i the Beonx carlier
this week. the excirement in Zenner'’s vosce was unems-
takable

"le's been crazy around here,” the 28-year-okl sukl.
“I've been calling Murad (Muhammad, Willans' pro-
tmoter) every day for the pant woek-and-s-half rying w0
gt the fight and | fmally gor it A spor fdl apen. He
goox Do you want 10 fight Arthur on mam evenr Fri-
day nighe”

1 gor "Well. it a little soon, but sign me down,”™

Zenner said has heakh i fine and 2l questions about
the wriit he broke during a fight in May of 1998 shoukl
be put 1o rest atter his recent string of fights. Since the
speing. the 190:plus pound boxer has knocked out
J:m heuvyweights,

However, they weren’t of Williams' calibe.

At 57, Williarss owns a 31-5-1 record with 23 KOs,
He was the IBF cruiserweight champion until being
knocked our by the current champ, Vissly Jirov, on
June 5. Wilkums — whese nickname is “Kirg Archur'
— bt an aggressive fighser with plenty of experience.

Zennex, meanwhale. comes in with 2 24-3-2 recond
with 16 KOy, He & 2 former New Yok State- super
milddleweighe champion snd hus good punching power,

Accordiag 10 Zenoes, Willias i wortded sbour fac-

Grande Prairie, Alberta, Canada ® Wed, Oct 13, 1999Page 13

ing him. He said Mulammad and
Williaems didit know he had been
active this sunsmee

“They figured [ hadu't foughe
slace 97 So | sgn the coatsacy
and 1've gor ir all done wp and Mu-
rad pocs: “When veas your bt fight?
Wis it the one in Germany?

“1 goi "No, | just fought a few
weeks ago.

“He goes: "Whae?

1 said: "Yeah, 1 just
fought 2 heavywel
few weeekss apo 2
knocked him oue
 one tound.”

“He goes:
How  many
fights have you
had?

“I said: °I had
three fight, all heavy
woighes, and | knocked
all theee of the gays out.’
Then | said, Arshur's nexe.™

Big thiogs could be i wone
for Zenmer should he win Fri
duy night. As part of the coneracy
fue signed with Muharmmad, Zen-
ney \III’ A VNNY means an Il"‘ll'|
kicks in auomatically thae coukl wee
him fighting one of the best in the
wotld in the coming manths

“If 1 knodk him off. Murad gave me
his woed — and 1 have a two-fight oprion
with him — that if | bear Arthur we're going o
negotiare one of the fights 1o fight Roy Jones [r. next.”

Jones is carrenely the WBA, WHC and [BF light
heavpweight chumgpaon, He has a 40-1 rcosd with 33
KOs and is considered 10 be one of the best fightess

pound-foe-pound on the p Iy
But that doesn’t fae Zenner. He wants a chance |7
10 get back imto the game 2 2 serious convender Bezonson's Daren Zenner will
Al Tve got w0 do ix lanock Arhur Williars out in yake on Arthur Willioms on ES-
spectaculus bashian and Ui poing w get the fight proba- — pragee Friday Night Fights in two
bly wichin sox months,” he sax days fime e
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Fighters trade
words, shots in
pre-fight intros
By Nathan Dominitz
Pensacota News Joumal

There was & videotape of
Pensacola's Arthur Williams
fighting on five television
screens behind the

And here was Williama sud-
denly fighting with his next

opponent, Daren Zenner, at
the podium — an instance of

Tony Giberson/Nows Jourmnal
PmamMmdemnadmmsepmmﬂDmn
Zenner, left, and Arthur Williams at Wednesday's pre-fight
news conferance. The two fight Friday at Bayfront Auditorium.
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Arthur imitating Arthur.

The fighting ien't su
to start for real until Friday
when former world cruiser-
uelghl champion Williams
battles former world con-
tender Zenner in the main
ovent at Bayfront Auditori-
um. The card, also featuring
world-ranked c‘]‘unmr light-
weight Derrick Gainer of
Pensacola, will be nationally
televised on ESPN2.

The pre-fight fight, however
real, began as a routine news
conference Wednesday at Da-
mon's Restaurant. Promoter

Murad Muhammad did his
job promoting. The boxers
said the usual pre-fight ban-
ter.

“I'm ready. I'm in tremen-
dous shape,” said Willlams
(31-5-1, 23 knockouts), who
held the IBF 190-pound title
earlier this year,

“It's a fight I've wanted”
said Zenner (24-3-2, 16 KOs)),
a Canadian who has lived
and trained for nine years in
the Bronx, N.Y. “Nothing per-
sonal agninst Arthur. It's
something I feel I need to go
through to get to the champi-

Williams, Zenner deliver early jabs

anship.”

Then it got personal be-
tween these men, who peace-
fully crossed paths while
training in Las Vegas. Zenner
noted that he was late for the
news conference because he
moved to o different hotel
from where the boxing offi
clals or Williams, who resides
in Las Vegas, are staying
Standard  procedure, as
Mubammad noted, adding
that this way Williams won't
run into Zenner.

See PRE-FIGHT, 2D

Pre-fight fight highlights news conference

FROM 1D
“There might be a fight before
the fight” Willlams said

halfway under his breath but
loud enough for Zenner to hear
and accept the “challenge.”
That's all it took for the 200-
pounders to stand and Muham-
mad to be caught in between.
Williams threw a wide, half-
speed punch that caught the air
and maybe a bit of Muhammad,
“l hope you come (at me)”

Zenner yelled. “You think you
can intimidate me?*

Light heavyweight Billy Lewis
of Pensacola — and then mid-
dleweight Mark Lanton, a Uni-
versity of West Florida policeman

— stepped in to keep them apart.
That didn't prevent Williams
from taking a slap at Zenner.

“l want you to do it again,"
Zenner said. “Let your hands do
the talking, as tough as you are.”

The inflammatory words were
silenced and reason took over,

Pensacola News Journal

Pensacola, Florida ® Thu, Oct 14, 1999Page 38

at least until Friday night,
when they get paid for a sched-
uled 10-rounder.

“Now you see why I didn't put
them together” Muhammad
said of the hotel arrangements,
“It's going to be a real fight.
These fighters have a lot to
lose, and a lot to gain,

Williams, 34, needs to win Fri-
day to continue his rebound
from his title loss in June to No,
1 contender Vassiliy Jirov. The
native Pensacolian has a re-

match contracted with Jiroy,
possibly in 2000, but said he
isn't looking past Zenner. He
didn't ex to mix it up as
soon as Wednesday, though.

“It's something that came up
suddenly,” Williams said. I do
take it a little rsonally. Itsa
serious fight. This guy's getting
in my way. I'm not gomx to let
him intimidate me."

Williams said he “caught him-
self™ when he started to punch,
telling himself to save it for the

fight."

“We were friends,” he said.
“We're not friends now."

Zenner, 28, said they were on
good terms in Las Vegas.

“I think this is a front on
Arthur Williams' part,” Zenner
said afterward. “He's a solid,

“If he feels he can intimidate
me, he would be mistaken," he
added. “He gave me a love tap.
What the hell is that?””


https://www.newspapers.com/paper/pensacola-news-journal/3748/
https://www.newspapers.com/paper/pensacola-news-journal/3748/
https://www.newspapers.com/paper/pensacola-news-journal/3748/
https://www.newspapers.com/paper/pensacola-news-journal/3748/

Right from the start of the Daren Zenner-Arthur
- Williams fight Friday night, you could tell something
Was amiss.

Zenner, a native of Bezanson, appeared distracted.
He was on the defensive from the opening bell.

Speaking from his Bronx home Sunday night,
Zenner said there was a lot more going on than what
people watching the feature bout on U.S. cable sports
network ESPN2 saw during the Friday Night Fights
broadcast.

According to Zenner, the fight really started the
day before when a brawl erupted at a pre-fight press
conference. Apparently, Zenner took offence to some-
thing Williams said and called him on it. The next
thing he knew, Zenner was exchanging punches with
Williams and a group of his friends — the fight was
held in Pensacola, Fla., Williams" home town.

Prior to the fight on Friday, Williams' posse and
training staff kept taunting Zenner — a move which
took him off his game. That was obvious during the
fight because Williams, a former-IBF cruiserweight
champion, threw punch after punch at the 28-year-
old, while a stunned-looking Zenner threw hardly
any.

Williams, 34, went on to win a unanimous 10-
round decision that upped his record to 32-5-1 with
23 KOs. Zenner fell to 24-4-2 with 16 KOs.

“I took my eye off the ball,” Zenner said of his dis-
tracted performance. “Shame on me. I'm a profession-
al. 'm supposed to be able to control myself.

“These guys got into my head with all the outside
(stuff) surrounding the fight. It had an impact be-
cause my eye wasnt on the ball.”

Several local bars showed the fight live. Swan City
fight fans were left to wonder why Williams landed
more punches (339) than Zenner threw all night
(334).

This is how he explained it: “What happens is
Arthur is a little better than I thought he was. |
couldn’t catch him with that one shot. I got deeper in-

Photo provided
Bezanson fighter Daren Zenner looked lost in his nationally televised bout against Arthur Williams last
Friday night, which he blames on a circus-like atmosphere in Pensacola, Fla. He lost the bout by unani-
mous decision, but did not get knocked down once.

Zenner determined fo fight another day

WAYNE CHAMBERLAIN
Herald-Tribune sports writer

to a rut as the fight went on. And I'll tell you, man, ics
very hard to get out of it.

“When you're in the middle of a rut and you're
fighting a guy that is raining punches on you and
you're trying to catch him with a punch and can’t get
the timing to do it . . . you're pretty much lost in
there.

“Fighting at that level is all timing. You've got to
have the timing and . . . when you fall into a rut
where you're looking to land one punch to knock him
out and it dont come — it’s a scary situation.

“The only thing you can do is take the punish-
ment, be a man and accepr an ass kicking.”

This was Zenner’s fourth fight this year after an 18-
month layoff forced by a broken bone in his right
wrist suffered in 1997. He reported no problems with
his hand.

He did, however, suffer a large cut over his left eye
during the bout.

As for his future, Zenner is still a young fighter.
Most of the top cruiserweight boxers are in their carly-
to mid-30s.

He intends to fight again in December and Jan-
uary. They'll likely be against run-of-the-mill boxers.
However, he has hopes of a title shor for the future.

Zenner claims the manager for current WBO
cruiserweight champ Johnny Nelson inquired about a
bout over the summer, but he trned him down be-

cause it was with only a week's notice. Nelson, 32, is a
British fighter who currently sports a 34-12-1 record
with 19 KOs.

For the next few months, Zenner intends to work
the phones in the hopes of lining up more high profile
matches. Despite the loss, he thinks the Williams fight
will help secure more bouts.

“You've got a white guy in there who can take pun-
ishment like crazy and still be in front of your face,”
he said. “But the (next fighters) are going to get a ver-
sion that will come and let his hands go and not get
caught up in all the bull that surrounds (a fight).”
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Bezanson-turned-Bronx boxer on the rebound

WAYNE CHAMBERLAIN
Herald-Tribune sports

The past six months have seen
many changes in Daren Zenner's
life.

Since an embarrassing loss to
former IBF cruiserweight ci‘unnpiun
Arthur Williams last October, the
Bezanson-turned-Bronx boxer and
his wife, Roxanne, welcomed their
third daughter, Christy Bella, into
the world two months ago.

The 28-year-old also admirted
he needed to change his approach
to boxing if he was going to regain
the form that saw him ranked the
No. 2 light heavyweight by the
WBO.

On the advice of ESPN Friday
Night Fights analyst — and former-
Mike Tyson trainer — Teddy Atlas,
Zenner switched trainers. He is now
trained by former-Lennox Lewis
handler Johnny Davenport.

“It’s been a nice change,” Zenner
said from his Bronx home, adding

he has to commute to Queens to do
his training now.

“He's like a drill sergeant. It's
something | needed in my career.

“At the time | fought Arthur, not
only did I rush into the fight on
eight days notice, but | luf a guy
working with me ar the time and |
was basically telling him how to
train me.”

That is not the case with Daven-
ort, whom Zenner said put him in
l\is _le-.

I realized if I was going to go
any further — 1 want to win a
world title before I retire — | need-
ed better training,

“It’s like training horses. If you
just train a horse to run, it'll run all
day long. But if you get a good
trainer who knows the ins and outs,
the horse with the quality trainer is
going to win every time pretty
much.

“You just can't have somebody
there with a rowel telling you to
‘Do this’ and ‘do this.”
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fan angle and

In the Williams fight, Zen-
ner threw fewer punches
(334) than the former cham-
pion landed (339). He went
most of the fight looking
to take Williams out
with one punch, but
could never set him
up properly.

Fixing that is
whete Davenport
comes in.

“He's got me
fighting more at

looking to find
spots instead

of just going in
there and throw-
ing punches,”
Zenner said, “He's
(teaching me to
about) setting a guy
up, taking my time and
working off a good stiff
jab.

“He’s really got me back down 1o
basics.

“It’s a thing now of reaching into
the talent I have and bringing it
out.”

And while the Williams fight
was not his finest moment in
the ring, Zenner insisted there
were positives to come out of
it.

“They threw the fight at
me in eight days and he
couldn't put a dent in me.
Six months before he
fought me he was champi-
on of the world. I lost to
him, but he couldn’t do nothing
with me. There was no quit in my
heart.”

Since October, Zenner has had
two minor bouts. He scored a first-
round knockout over one in Vir-
ginia Beach last week and a
third-round knockout over another
this past January in Tennessee.

His record currently stands at
26-4-2 with 18 KOs,

As for the future, Zenner hopes
to work his way back to another ti-
tle shot in the cruiserweight divi-

DHT file photo
Daren Zenner went from Bezan-
son to the Bronx with his boxing
skills and is on the comeback
trail at age 28.

sion.

“The whole thing with me now
is consistency,” he said. “It’s not be-
ing great, but just being consistently

ood every day. My heart and desire
E.'u always been there, it’s just some-
body to be on top of me and bring

the talent out.”
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